Forest Health 

The Forest Health Program works cooperatively with the USDA-Aphis and the Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology to monitor and/or control forest insects and diseases.  The following summary highlights accomplishments for 2006:
Gypsy Moth Management: 31,560 acres treated in 9 counties; 13,628 traps detected 12,078 moths from 54 counties

Emerald Ash Borer: 2,485 detection trees in and around high-risk areas.  The borer was detected in 5 townships in 4 new counties, and 2 additional townships in counties already infested. 

Other exotic pests: The Forest Health Program also surveyed for two other exotic pests – Sudden Oak Death and Sirex Woodwasp.  The surveys did not detect either of the pests naturally occurring in Indiana.  However, Sudden Oak Death was detected in nursery stock in Porter County.  The area surrounding infected site was quickly surveyed and no Sudden Oak Death was detected. 

Monitoring for native forest pests: A looper epidemic has been present since 2003.  Forest mortality from looper damage was observed in Clark, Jackson-Washington and Yellowwood State Forests, and Brown County State Park.  The mortality is expected to continue to occur for the next 1 to 3 years.

Forest tent caterpillar continued to defoliate and cause mortality to the forests of Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland and Ohio counties.  This epidemic is in its fourth year and forest mortality will continue for the next 1 to 5 years.

Other concerns: Yellow poplar mortality in southern Indiana related to the impact of the 1999 drought; oak decline and mortality from Two Lined Chestnut Borer and Armillaria Root Rot; oak wilt; Dutch Elm Disease; and Sycamore Anthracnose.

