Community & Urban Forestry Report 

Watershed issues 

·  Developed and hosted the Urban Watershed Forestry workshop with UFSF Watershed Manager Al Todd and LA for Watershed Planting Designs, Matt Arnn. Over 35 engineers, planners, and town managers attended this training which we also connected to rural forestry.  Sent new urban watershed forestry information to all cities and towns.

· Funded one phytoremediation well field project in Marion County

· Funded one brownfield project in Whiting

· Funded visual, noise, and screen buffer along SR 933 in Roseland

Pest and Disease 

·  Developed and hosted two workshops for the urban forestry audience on Emerald Ash Borer.  Focus was on symptoms, id of ash, planning for EAB, and utilization options.  Audience included: city foresters, park planners, mayors, tree boards.

· Emerald Ash Borer Canopy Restoration:  Funded to date, three EAB Restoration grants replacing trees taken down by state during eradication phase in LaGrange and Steuben counties.  The third grant is on going in Decatur with restoration on public and private property. 

· Emerald Ash Borer Task Force:  Many comments and complaints were coming to the CUF office regarding the states management of EAB with little public input.  Thus, the EAB Task Force was established to address issues the state does not really have experience in, and needs input from groups to address.  Groups represented include:  Indiana Parks and Rec Association, Indiana Nursery Landscape Association, Indiana Urban Forest Council, Indiana Arborist Association, Indiana Solid Waste District Association, Indiana Green Industry Alliance, Indiana City Foresters, and the Indiana electric utilities.  To date, the group has broken into subcommittees to identify potential marshalling yards, do mass utility mailing on EAB, and have completed the EAB Response and Readiness Plan for cities and towns.  The group meets quarterly. 

· Funded printing and distribution of Invasive Factsheets with TNC
· Funded four public tree inventories with GIS layering
Urban Timber Management

· We added a component to all of our Basic Tree Care workshops and to Indiana Community Tree Stewards on: managing urban woodlots, managing park woodlots, utilization of urban wood products, how to measure trees,  how to id., building with trees etc.  These topics have been very popular and some cities and towns are now thinking of preserving and managing urban woodlots as opposed to bulldozing them during development which will help Indiana keep some of its crucial urban canopy cover which communities need to have at an overall of 40%.  This canopy cover helps to mitigate air quality, stormwater, economic, and other environmental issues within Indiana cities and towns. 
