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Feature

Unwritten (until now) 
RULES OF HUNTING AND TRAPPING

By Brandon Butler

 

g , g
hunter has left.

First-come, first-served. If you arrive at 
a location you intended to hunt or trap and

y g
graphic details of your hunt within public 
earshot. Respecting non-hunters may keep 
them from becoming anti-hunters.

Brandon Butler is a public affairs special-
ist for the DNR Division of Communications.

In most sports there seem to be as many unwritten rules as written ones.
In football, for example, there’s the unwritten rule that defense wins cham-
pionships when in reality it’s whoever scores the most points.
In basketball, some will say if there’s no harm, there’s no foul.
And baseball players are told never to throw behind a runner or to mention 
a no-hitter when it’s in progress.
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    GREAT THINGS 
  COME IN BIG PACKAGES.

bigred.honda.com MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR
YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES:
A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION” AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PUBLIC ROADS, OR WITH MORE THAN ONE PASSENGER. BIG 
RED IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. DRIVER AND PASSENGER MUST BE TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER MUST BE
ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Big Red™ is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (7/08) 08-0395

112-HC-C-HO5254 – 4c
MY 2009 Big Red AdMat
1 of 1
7.625” x 5.25”
8/6/08 4:36  Rev. 1

    INTRODUCING 

   BIG RED. 

112-HC-C-HO5116 – 4c
MY ’08 Key Model Product Admats/RS
7.625" x 5.25"
MODEL: FourTrax Foreman 4x4 EPS
Category: Utility ATV

ELECTRIC 
POWER STEERING.

ONCE AGAIN 

BRAINS 
BEATS BRAWN.

honda.com UTILITY ATVs ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER. ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. READ
OWNER’S MANUAL. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION & PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL ATV RIDERS SHOULD TAKE A TRAINING COURSE (FREE FOR
NEW BUYERS, ASK YOUR DEALER OR CALL ASI AT 800-887-2887). NEVER RIDE: UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PAVED SURFACES, ON PUBLIC ROADS, WITH PASSENGERS, AT
EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, NO STUNT RIDING. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN RIDING. FourTrax,® Foreman® and Best On Earth® are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2008 AHMC, Inc. (3/08) 08-0332

2009 Big Red MUV700 2008 TRX500 Fourtrax 
Foreman 4x4 with EPS

Indiana’s newest
Honda Marine Dealer!

- Quiet, 4-stroke technology
- Unsurpassed fuel economy
- Maintenance free elctronic ignition
- 4 FRONT Corrosion Protection System
- Best 5-Year limited outboard warranty in the industry!

*Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner's manual. 
2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 

Ask about our
outboard trade-in

special!

*Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power 
company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician.Please read the owner's manual before operating your 
Honda Power Equipment. © 2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Super Quiet,
Portable Power

EU2000i
-2000 Watts (16.7A) of Honda Inverter 120VAC
-Super Quiet - 53 to 59 dB(A)
-Lightweight (less than 47 lbs.)
-Eco-Throttle- Runs up to 15 Hours on 1 gallon of fuel
-Simultaneous AC/DC use (Auto Battery Charging)

Save up 
to $850!

RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. REMEMBER, 
ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION 
AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING,

BIG RED IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS 
WEAR A  HELMET AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE 
NETS AND DOORS CLOSED.

YOU’VE TRIED
THE REST,

NOW DEMO 
THE BEST!

FREE
DC Charging Cord

with Purchase

Dreyer Honda South
595 E. Tracy Rd.

Whiteland, IN 46184
(317) 535-3700

www.dreyerhondasouth.com

Dreyer Honda South
595 E. Tracy Rd.

Whiteland, IN 46184
(317) 535-3700

www.dreyerhondasouth.com

Dreyer Honda South
595 E. Tracy Rd.

Whiteland, IN 46184
(317) 535-3700

www.dreyerhondasouth.com

Dreyer Honda South
595 E. Tracy Rd.

Whiteland, IN 46184
(317) 535-3700

www.dreyerhondasouth.com

PARTS
ACCESSORIES

SERVICE

PARTS
ACCESSORIES

SERVICE



39

F I E L
D – T E S T E D

Field–testing is a way of life at Cabela’s. It’s the only way 
to make sure everything in our proven selection of quality 
hunting gear lives up to our high expectations. We know 
how much you value the time you spend outdoors, and we 
take seriously the responsibility that comes with outfi tting 
your adventures.

TR UST  OUR  GEAR

HAMMOND, INDIANA

Shop Online     Request a Catalog     Find a Store

www.cabelas.com         800.707.3816

© 2009 Cabela’s Inc.   CBC-906

Your hunt for a great magazine has ended.
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THE

SCIENCE

Ever wonder why the state bag limit for
rabbits is five? Or why the daily limit for 

quail is eight if you’re south of Indiana 26
but five when north of that state highway? 
The reason is science.

“Scientific study of wildlife is the founda-
tion for wise management decisions that
help ensure sustainability of wildlife re-
sources,” said Glen Salmon, former director 
of the DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife,
now with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Less than a century ago, deer loomed 
like ghosts in the deepest, darkest corners of 
the state. Seeing a deer track was a big deal. 
Turkeys had vanished, and bison drifted to
memory. For generations, Hoosier hunters
had no in-state opportunities to pursue big
game.

Building on the vision of early conserva-
tion pioneers like Theodore Roosevelt and 
Aldo Leopold, DNR wildlife biologists have 
used continuous research and study to try 
to ensure that wildlife will never again suffer
such a fate.

Proof of these biologists’ work is evident. 
Deer populations thrive, wild turkeys are a
major success story of reintroduction, and
small game species are stable. These days, 
hunters and general wildlife enthusiasts can
enjoy encouraging opportunities in every 
county.  

DNR wildlife biologists and property 
managers have a primary professional 
responsibility to study and monitor wildlife,
which is a never-ending process.

Most hunters understand the vital role 
hunting plays in controlling game animal
populations. What may confuse some 
hunters and other wildlife enthusiasts is the 
reasoning behind how the DNR determines
and sets game laws, including season dates
and bag limits. Take turkey hunting seasons 
for example.

Indiana’s first wild turkey season was in
1970. Six turkeys were killed. Harvest num-

By Brandon Butler

District wildlife biologist, Dean Zimmerman, examines the lower teeth of a deer taken in 
Tippecanoe County to determine its age. Each fall biologists take information from hundreds 
of deer taken by hunters that aids in understanding our deer herd and the setting of bag limits.  
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bers reached triple digits in 1984, with 104 
killed, and hit the thousands in 1989, with 
1,359. In 2008, 12,814 were killed—956 dur-
ing the spring youth season, 11,248 during 
the regular spring season, and 610 during 
the fall season. 

The successful reintroduction of wild 
turkey to Indiana has been a long, steady 
process of improvement rooted in scien-
tific management. Biologists have carefully 
monitored individual counties and set 
hunting regulations based on population 
sustainability and growth.

In 2005, Indiana instituted a fall turkey 
hunting season. Biologists said the state 
turkey population was ready.

“A fall turkey hunting season in a state 
with a healthy, thriving turkey population, 
such as Indiana, allows additional hunting 
opportunity without adverse impacts,” DNR 
turkey and grouse biologist Steve Backs said. 

Waterfowl regulations differ because 
they are controlled by a joint effort between 
the federal government and the state. The 
Indiana DNR controls which properties 
allow waterfowl hunting, but the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service determines season 
dates and bag limits, consulting with state 
biologists and using research conducted at 
the state level.

“Waterfowl banding efforts and reported 
band returns have been integral in deter-
mining goose movement patterns,” DNR 
wildlife chief Wayne Bivans said. “This in-
formation has been key in the setting of the 
September and February goose seasons.” 

With so many different types of hunt-
ers and so many different interest groups 
concerned about specific laws and regula-
tions, it’s impossible to satisfy everyone. The 
DNR considers hunter preferences, using 
social science, as long as the desired result 
does not negatively affect wildlife. Take, for 
instance, the one-buck rule. 

The DNR seeks to provide a positive 
hunting experience for all. The DNR hears 
and acts upon concerns of hunters, anglers 
and general wildlife enthusiasts, if they 
make biological sense.

After years of listening to some deer 
hunters’ perception that Indiana needed to 
improve the age class of its male deer, the 
DNR instituted a bag limit of one antlered 
buck per year. 

“In Indiana, studies based on yearly aver-
ages show about 55 percent of all licensed 
deer hunters do not shoot a deer,” Indiana 
deer biologist Chad Stewart said. “Of the 

...we are making deci-
sions that can have long-
term impacts on wildlife 
populations ...

deer hunters who are successful in taking an 
animal, around 65 percent shoot only one 
deer.” 

The result of combining the one-buck rule 
with the antlerless tag policy has produced 
a harvest ratio close to one male to one 
female. Given this equal birth ratio and a 
nearly equal kill ratio, it’s easy to see why 
Indiana is close to having a balanced deer 
herd.

“Antlered to antlerless (ratio) harvest is 
about 1 to 1.55.  Male (including button 
bucks) to female harvest ratio is 1 to 1.03, 
or nearly 1 to 1.  It is a common misconcep-
tion with hunters to think the sex ratio is off, 
but they fail to account for button bucks,” 
Stewart said. 

Other species, such as ruffed grouse, are 
not faring as well. 

 “Grouse populations have declined over 
90 percent in the last 25 years and they are 
currently disappearing from portions of 
their range in Indiana,” DNR wild game 
biologist Steve Backs said.

Loss of proper habitat is the main cause. 
Grouse thrive in early succession forest, 
commonly described as thickets. Natu-
ral disturbances, such as windstorms or 
firestorms, historically ensured occurrences 
of these new-growth areas. As man intrudes 
farther into nature’s control of the land, 
these areas have become scarce. 

 “In forest ecosystems, natural resource 
professionals have the knowledge to use 
timber harvests to mimic disturbance effects 
to accomplish habitat diversity objectives, 
but not to the level needed to meet the needs 
of historic populations,” Backs said.

 Urban sprawl and clean farming have 
eliminated large portions of preferred 
grouse habitat. Biologists are working hard 
to create new areas conducive to grouse, 
while protecting what remains of their 

original habitat.
The science behind hunting delves much 

deeper than most who take to the woods 
and water realize. Biologists work every cor-
ner of Indiana to protect and enrich wildlife, 
as well as the habitat necessary to sustain its 
existence. 

“Hunting has deep roots in science,” 
Salmon said. “Science has to come 
first. Above all, we must remember that 
we are making decisions that can have 
long-term impacts on wildlife populations 
entrusted to us by all Hoosiers. Without 
scientifically based data, we would be un-
able to make sound management decisions 
regarding the future of wildlife populations.” 

Next time you question a regulation, have 
confidence that sound scientific data sup-
port it. What’s in the best interest of wildlife, 
combined with what hunters’ desire, lies at 
the core of DNR hunting decisions. 

At each biological check station, biologists remove the retro-pharyngeal gland from 10 randomly 
selected deer to have them tested for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). To date CWD has not been 
detected in over 10,000 samples tested.




