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PRIDES CREEK LAKE 

Pike County 

Supplemental Evaluation 

 

Date: July 29, 2009  

Biologist: Michelle L. Cain 

 

Survey objective: Evaluate the aquatic vegetation abundance.  

 

Methods: Submersed aquatic plants were collected from 40 randomly chosen sites 

throughout the littoral area using a double-sided weed rake following methods outlined 

by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (2006).   

 

Summary: Prides Creek Lake is a 90-acre P. L. 566 multipurpose impoundment 

constructed in 1968.  It is located 1 mi south of the Town of Petersburg on State Road 61.  

Aquatic vegetation surveys have been done annually since 1999 to evaluate the effects of 

triploid grass carp on the aquatic vegetation abundance.  In 1999, aquatic vegetation 

covered approximately 64% of the lake bottom and 650 triploid grass carp were stocked.  

In 2000, vegetation abundance decreased to 37% bottom coverage.  In 2001, the lake was 

drawn down for most of the year, which artificially reduced the lake’s aquatic vegetation 

abundance.  No aquatic vegetation was found in 2001, and from 2002 through 2008, 

vegetation was found in trace amounts.  

 Two plant species were collected, small pondweed and southern naiad. These 

plants were only found at 3 of the 40 sites and at a rake score of 1.  Filamentous algae 

was also observed around the lake. Emergent plants included bulrush spp. and a cattail 

spp.  Collections sites ranged from 1.0 to 15.0 ft deep and the littoral zone was classified 

at a depth of 15 ft. The Secchi disk depth was 11.5 ft.  

 

Recommendations 

 Aquatic vegetation should be left to re-establish. 
 
 Conduct annual aquatic vegetation surveys 
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