Invasive Plant Species Assessment Working Group

August 21, 2003

NRCS Building, FSA office

Attending: Ellen Jacquart (TNC, INPAWS), Ken Collins (NRCS), Rick Phillabaum (INDOT), Lee Casebere (Div of Nature Preserves), Larry Nees (IN Seed Commissioner’s office), Mike Cline (INLA), Keith Johnson (Coop. Extension Service Agronomy), Glenn Nice (Purdue, Weed Science), Dave Gorden (ASLA), Jim Gerbracht (Div. of SP and Res), Gary Langell, (Div. of Fish and Wildlife), Phil O’Connor (Div. of Forestry), Brian MacGowan (IN Chap. of Wildlife Society), Tom Good (Div. of Reclamation)

1. Welcome and introductions 

2. Letter to partners. The letter we reviewed at the last meeting was sent to partners. Lee handled the mailing, and reported that Bob had told him there were numerous responses by partners wanting to remain involved in the effort. This letter assures all the partners are aware that we are developing recommendations and will be working with partners to implement them soon. 
3. Brochure/logo update. We should have a logo by the next meeting. A rough draft of a brochure was sent around. The audience for the brochure was discussed – general feeling was that the audience was people involved in selling or recommending plants, rather than a general audience. The purpose of the brochure is to acquaint potential partners and interested parties in our efforts. 
4. Website. www.invasivespecies.in.gov is up and running. Right now it has our focus statement and several documents – meeting notes, the assessment tool, assessment results and recommendations for those species completed. Bob still intends to meet with the website committee to expand upon these basics.

Draft letter: as discussed at the last meeting, we need to send a mailing to our partners 

5. Rhamnus/Lonicera update. A subcommittee met on August 7 to assess Rhamnus cathartica, Rhamnus frangula, and Lonicera shrubs. We had very good participation and completed assessments and recommendations for these species that will be posted on the website in the next week or so. 

In brief, Rhamnus cathartica was found to currently have minimal impact, but high potential for expansion. It is not currently in commercial trade. Rhamnus frangula was found to have very high impact as well as high potential for expansion. Two cultivars, Asplenifolia and Columnaris, are commercially available though not particularly popular. We are considering the cultivars to have similar invasiveness to the parent species unless evidence is found to the contrary (e.g. the cultivar is sterile). Lonicera species were assessed as a group – maackii, morrowii, tatarica, and x bella were found to have very high impacts, high potential for expansion, and to have high commercial value. The group recommended these species not be sold. One specific outlet for Lonicera is Wild Turkey Federation; the L. tatarica cv. Arnold’s Red is promoted and sold nationally by this organization.

This issue was discussed further; it was suggested that a letter be drafted to the national office of WTF letting them know the results of our assessment and asking them to stop selling this species in Indiana. We also discussed organizing a Midwest letter to WTF by contacting other invasive plant species groups in Midwest states; however, we recognized that since IPSAWG represents a great diversity of partner groups a letter from this group may have more credibility. 

6. Assuring wildlife biologists are represented in IPSAWG. We were happy to have two wildlife biologists at the meeting, Brian MacGowan and Gary Langell. Gary reported that Div. of Fish and Wildlife is currently reorganizing and filling a few open positions but within a month or so they would be assigning an employee to represent the Division on IPSAWG. We’ll keep the Wildlife Society on the email list so they are aware of our activities - Brian MacGowan will be there representative until the end of the year, at which time Barney Dunning will be the new president.

Gary suggested adding Quail Unlimited and Pheasants Forever to our partners list; they have more local chapter activities and involvement than do WTF and DU and would be interested in our efforts. He will email us contact information. 

7. Niger seed. Keith has been in touch with Elsworth Christmas and Todd Hutson and they are interested in talking with us about their niger seed specialty crop project. We agreed this should be a topic at our next IPSAWG meeting, and Keith will invite them to join us. 
8. Next species to assess. Phragmites was chosen as the next species to assess. Ellen will send out a note to form a subcommittee and set a date to assess it. 

Next meeting – 9 am, October 30

Location will be emailed to you before the meeting

