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Standard 1
READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the
meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to
understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

Vocabulary and Concept Development
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Standard 2

READING: Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential
ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization,
and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List (available online at
www.doe.state.in.us/standards/readinglist. html) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to
be read by students. At Grade 8, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of
narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary
literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
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Standard 3
READING: Literary Response and Analysis

Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of
literature that reflect and enhance their study of history and social science. They clarify the ideas and
connect them to other literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List (available online at
www.doe.state.in.us/standards/readinglist. html) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to
be read by students.

Structural Features of Literature
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Literary Criticism
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Standard 4

WRITING: Process

Students discuss, list, and graphically organize writing ideas. They write clear, coherent, and focused
essays. Students progress through the stages of the writing process and proofread, edit, and revise
writing.

Organization and Focus
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Research and Technology
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Evaluation and Revision
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Standard 5
WRITING: Applications (Different Types of Writing and Their Characteristics)

At Grade 8, students continue to write narrative (story), expository (informational), persuasive, and
descriptive essays (of at least 750 to 1,000 words). Students are introduced to writing technical
documents. Student writing demonstrates a command of Standard English and the research,
organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Standard 4 — Writing Process. Writing demonstrates
an awareness of the audience (intended reader) and purpose for writing.

In addition to producing the different writing forms introduced in earlier grades, such as letters, Grade
8 students use the writing strategies outlined in Standard 4 — Writing Process to:
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Standard 6
WRITING: English Language Conventions

Students write using Standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level.

Sentence Structure
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Standard 7
LISTENING AND SPEAKING: Skills, Strategies, and Applications

Students deliver focused, coherent presentations that convey ideas clearly and relate to the background
and interests of the audience. They evaluate the content of oral communication. Students deliver well-
organized formal presentations using traditional speech strategies, including narration, exposition,
persuasion, and description. Students use the same Standard English conventions for oral speech that
they use in their writing.

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
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In this technological age, mathematics is more important than ever. When students leave school, they
are more and more likely to use mathematics in their work and everyday lives — operating computer
equipment, planning timelines and schedules, reading and interpreting data, comparing prices,
managing personal finances, and completing other problem-solving tasks. What they learn in
mathematics and how they learn it will provide an excellent preparation for a challenging and ever-
changing future.

The state of Indiana has established the following mathematics standards to make clear to teachers,
students, and parents what knowledge, understanding, and skills students should acquire in Grade 8:

Standard 2 — Computation
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Standard 6 — Data Analysis and Probability
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Standard 7 — Problem Solving
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As part of their instruction and assessment, students should also develop the following learning skills by
Grade 12 that are woven throughout the mathematics standards:

Communication
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Standard 2

Computation

Students compute with rational numbers* expressed in a variety of forms. They solve problems involving
ratios, proportions, and percentages.
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Standard 5
Measurement



Students convert between units of measure and use rates and scale factors to solve problems. They
compute the perimeter, area, and volume of geometric objects. They investigate how perimeter, area,
and volume are affected by changes of scale.
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Standard 6
Data Analysis and Probability

Students collect, organize, represent, and interpret relationships in data sets that have one or more
variables. They determine probabilities and use them to make predictions about events.
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Standard 7
Problem Solving

Students make decisions about how to approach problems and communicate their ideas.
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GRADE 8

United States History — Growth and Development

In Grade 8, students focus upon United States history, beginning with a brief review of early history,
including the Revolution and founding era, and the principles of the United States and Indiana
constitutions, as well as other founding documents and their applications to subsequent periods of
national history and to civic and political life. Students then study national development, westward
expansion, social reform movements, and the Civil War and Reconstruction.

The Indiana’s K — 8 academic standards for social studies are organized around five content areas. The
content area standards and the types of learning experiences they provide to students in Grade 8 are
described below. On the pages that follow, age-appropriate concepts are listed underneath each
standard. Skills for thinking, inquiry, and participation in a democratic society are integrated
throughout. Specific terms are defined and examples are provided when necessary.

Standard 1 — History
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Standard 2 — Civics and Government
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Standard 1
History

Students will examine the relationship and significance of themes, concepts, and movements in the
development of United States history, including review of key ideas related to the discovery, exploration,
and colonization of America, and the revolution and founding era. This will be followed by emphasis on
social reform, national development and westward expansion, and the Civil War and Reconstruction
period.

Historical Knowledge



The American Revolution and Founding of the United States: 1754 to 1801
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National Expansion and Reform: 1801 to 1861
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Issues-Analysis, Decision-Making, Planning, and Problem Solving
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Standard 2

Civics and Government

Students will explain the major principles, values, and institutions of constitutional government and
citizenship, which are based on the founding documents of the United States.

Foundations of Government
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Functions of Government
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Roles of Citizens
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Standard 3
Geography

Students will identify the major geographic characteristics of the United States and its regions. They will
name and locate the major physical features of the United States, each of the states, and major cities,
and use geographic skills and technology to examine the influence of geographic factors on national
development.

The World in Spatial Terms
Places and Regions
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Physical Systems
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Environment and Society
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Uses of Geography
' O0A& +  %& 1+ %E % + % E "% +
&% 1+ F / + + + +
OA %é& B % E 1+ &%
F 1 % + " + 6 &+ 1 % /" % 6/P %
% + 1 % ?"& & + + &+" %
+ F / + + "



P 6 &+ 1 % /" % 6/8 1 % + "t % =
% & & " 1 & 1 %

Standard 5
Individuals, Society, and Culture

Students will examine the influence of individuals, ideas, and cultural movements in the development of
the United States; consider the impact of scientific and technological developments on cultural life, and
analyze the importance of artistic expression in the development of the American nation.
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