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Emergency Management Training Course Announcement

The IDHS Training Division will present the following course:

Assisting People with Special Needs in a Disaster
Who Should Attend?

The target audience for this course is very broad and includes, but may not be limited to:

· Emergency managers and senior first-response personnel
· Special needs coordinators for emergency entities and other organizations
· Human services organization personnel (e.g., home-based care agencies, hospitals)

· Facility planners at nursing homes, assisted living centers, and psychiatric facilities
· Community-based organizational personnel (e.g., adult day service programs, Independent Living Centers (ILCs))
· Advocacy group personnel (e.g., Lighthouse International, AARP, Area Agencies on Aging, local affiliates of such groups as the National Association of the Deaf and the National Federation of the Blind)
· Elected officials
· Public health personnel
· Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) personnel (e.g., American Red Cross, faith-based organizations)
Secondary audiences may include personnel from business and industry who are active in emergency planning and professional associations in related areas, such as nursing home administrators.
Course Description

This one day (8 hour) course will focus on pre-event planning for those who have special needs. Using lecture and exercises, students will understand various types of special needs (such as non-English speakers, children, those needing special medical care, etc.).
Course goals include opening a dialogue within the special needs network that will lead to cooperative planning and appropriate response; raising awareness of and commitment to planning for special needs populations; and providing personnel who are responsible for emergency planning with an understanding of the special needs populations and with the skills and knowledge required to develop and implement sound plans.

Upon completing this course, the students will be able to define special needs populations at the local level; identify appropriate resources to assist in planning for special needs populations; identify capabilities and limitations of the special needs network; define key terms related to special needs planning; describe the special needs considerations in all phases of comprehensive emergency management; identify the relationship between special needs planning and the community Emergency Operations Plan; identify basic components of a special needs plan.
Recommended prerequisites: 
· Students should be familiar with their local emergency management plan, especially issues related to special needs populations (copies of the emergency management plan are available at your local emergency management office). 
· Students who are unfamiliar with emergency management should complete FEMA’s Independent Study #230 Principles of Emergency Management which can be found at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is230.asp. 
· All students are highly encouraged to review the Americans with Disabilities Act (particularly the section for business and government) which can be found online at www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada.  
· All students should also complete FEMA’s IS-197.SP course which can be found at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is197SP.asp. 
Administrative Information

This course will be conducted on June 2nd, 2007 at the Emergency Management Training Academy located at the Grissom Aeroplex, Peru, Indiana. Registration will begin at 8:30 AM with the course scheduled from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. daily, with a one-hour break for lunch.

There is no charge for attending this course however students will be responsible for their own travel and meals. Refreshments will be provided. The Emergency Management Training Academy will provide lodging through direct billing arrangements with hotels that will be listed in the acceptance letter to be sent out upon registration for the course. No lodging is provided for students residing within 50 miles of the training location. Participants who reside over 50 miles from the training location are eligible for overnight lodging for courses which are more than one day in length. Only those participants who reside 75 miles or more from the training location are entitled to lodging the night before a course that begins at 9:00 A.M. Eligible students may call the Kokomo Hampton Inn, located at 2920 S. Reed Road, Kokomo, for lodging at 765-455-2900. We have a block of rooms that will only be held until May 25th. Please let the Hampton know you are with the IDHS group.

To register, please complete the attached training application. Upon completion of the training application, please forward it to this office per the instructions indicated on the form. Class size is limited and you will be notified of your acceptance in the course. Registration is due May 25th to allow time for the preparation of course materials.

NOTE: Any student needing special accommodations needs to have requests into IDHS no later than 30 days before the course.





Please circulate this training announcement to members of your emergency response community and other agencies, organizations or individuals having a role in emergency or disaster response.

If you have any questions regarding course registration, please contact Denise Clarke at (317) 234-4286 or declarke@dhs.in.gov.  
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Amy M. Lindsey
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