
MINUTES 
2009 Residential Code Review Committee  

of the Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
Government Center South, Conference Room 18 
402 West Washington St., Indianapolis, IN 46204 

December 11, 2008 
10 AM – 3 PM 

 
Present: D. Bates; C. Bolt; M. Brown; T.J. Burns; M. Christoffersen; D. Crook; C. Eldridge; G. Ewing; B. Fox; J. 
Gerstbauer; P. Gettum; A. Gibson; K. Gottschammer; J. Heinsman; J. Hibner; A. Holman; C. Hopper; C. Johnson; J. 
Keller; L. Madden; J. Markle; T. Przybylinski; M. Sigler; M. Snyder; V. Thrasher; C. VonDeylen; S. Washburn; J. 
Washler; L. Weber; J. Weesner.    
 
Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commissioner Mike Christoffersen convened the meeting at 10 AM.  
 
Foyer 3 East could not accommodate the 30 people in attendance. The committee meeting moved to Conference 
Room 18.  
 
M. Christoffersen welcomed everyone to the organizational meeting of the 2009 Residential Code Review Committee 
and asked for introductions. Those present gave their name and affiliated organization.  
 
Christoffersen stated that with the help of the FPBSC staff and IABO and IBA code chairs, he created the 2009 
Residential Code Review Committee Guide Lines (attached).  
 
The Committee reviewed the Guide Lines and clarified the following: 
Section Committee Members 

• Independent voters may be extended some membership privileges in IABO/IBA (i.e. honorary members) as 
long as they are not full dues paying members and are not allowed to vote.  

• Eight (8) Independent voters are not required. Since the maximum number of committee members is twenty-
four (24), the committee may operate with fewer than eight (8) voters in each of the three categories: 
IABO/IBA/Independent. 

• Eight (8) IABO/IBA affiliated voting members will be selected by respective IABO/IBA code chairs at each 
meeting.   

Section FPBSC Staff Member 
• The staff person shall receive all proposed code changes.  

Section Secretary 
• The Secretary may utilize an audio recording device for the purpose of recording committee actions to create 

the minutes. Once the minutes are approved at the subsequent meeting, the recording will be destroyed.  
Section Meetings 

• Proposed code amendments shall be submitted by e-mail to the committee Vice Chair a minimum of ten (10) 
working days before the next scheduled meeting. Proposed code amendments shall then be e-mailed by the 
Secretary to each committee member.  

• Committee meetings shall be scheduled on Thursday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM with the next meeting on 
April 9th and subsequent meetings every 3 weeks as follows:  April 30th, May 21st, June 11th, July 9th, July 
30th, August 20th, and September 10th.  

Section Committee Actions 
• The committee must have a quorum of voters to vote on each proposed code. A quorum is half (½) of the 

voting members plus one (1). 
 



Christoffersen stated that Independent voters are still needed in the areas of insulation, roofing, windows and doors, 
and engineering and the committee should forward their suggestions to IABO/IBA code chairs.  
 
The Committee ratified the appointment of Mike Christoffersen as its Chairman and elected John Hibner as its Vice 
Chairman and Carlie Hopper as its Secretary.  
   
Mara Snyder, Indiana Department of Homeland Security Branch Director & Chief Counsel, stated that the Indiana 
General Assembly will convene in January 2009 so meeting space and parking downtown could be a challenge. The 
Committee discussed meeting locations outside of Government Center South. Kyle Gottschammer, Building 
Inspector/Plan Review for the City of Lawrence, will check availability at his office located at 9001 E 59th St, Suite 
#300, Lawrence, IN 46216 and report back.  
 
FPBSC Staffer John Hibner stated that the Proposed Code Change form 41186R is available on the state’s website 
and must be used to submit all proposed code changes. Hibner reminded the Committee to include the fiscal impact 
and to use Indiana data when submitting all proposed code changes. Hibner will follow-up on the following items prior 
to the Committee’s next meeting: 

• Location for future meetings   
• Confirm availability of state’s recording equipment for off-site meetings  
• Consult state’s webmaster on turnaround time for posting code change proposals to IRC Review Committee 

section of state’s website once received 
• Consult state’s webmaster on creating a proposed code change form that Committee members can type 

directly on and submit to state staff via state’s website (as opposed to writing on the form and faxing/mailing 
it back or scanning their finished one & e-mailing it to state staff)  

 
The Committee discussed which version of the IRC it would adopt and review – 2006 IRC or the 2009 IRC including: 

• Building officials will be tested on the 2009 IRC 
• Reviewing the 2006 IRC brings residential in line with other 2006 ICC codes adopted in Indiana (i.e. fire, 

building, etc.) and in most other states 
• Mandatory fire sprinklers are in Appendix P of the 2006 IRC and in the body of the 2009 IRC 
• Besides mandatory fire sprinklers in 1- and 2-family dwellings, there are several code provisions within the 

2009 IRC that will significantly increase building costs, including: carbon monoxide detectors; more restrictive 
wall bracing requirements; duct leakage testing; visual inspection by a 3rd party or blower door testing to 
confirm air tightness of the thermal envelope; mandatory programmable thermostats, and no tradeoff 
equipment in lieu of building envelope requirements to comply with Chapter 11 (Energy Efficiency) 

• Reviewing the 2009 IRC is an endorsement of the flawed ICC voting process 
• Reviewing the 2006 IRC requires the 2006 and 2003 code books with the margin notes to compare the 

changes while reviewing the 2009 IRC requires the 2009, 2006 and 2003 code books 
• 2009 IRC not available in print until March 2009 

 
After several failed attempts to come to a consensus on which code to review, the Committee decided to  use the 
next few months to review the 2006 and 2009 IRC and will reconvene on April 9, 2009.    
 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Carlie Hopper, Secretary 
FPBSC 2009 Residential Code Review Committee 


