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Disaster recovery center open for 4 
days 
The Journal Gazette 

A disaster recovery center will be open next week in Fort Wayne to serve those with losses or damage from 

severe storms, tornadoes and flooding March 8 to 14. 

Those in Northeast Indiana eligible for the aid are in Allen, DeKalb, Kosciusko, Noble and Whitley counties.  

The center will be at the Sears Pavilion, 1701 Bluffton Road. Hours are noon to 7 p.m. Monday and 9 a.m. to 

7 p.m. Tuesday through May 14. 

Applicants can meet with disaster recovery specialists from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 

Indiana Department of Homeland Security, the Small Business Administration and other agencies.  

Copyright © 2009 The Journal Gazette. All rights  
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Indiana Hit By Swine Flu Scams 

Attorney General targets solicitors selling "swine flu kits" 

 
Scammers have been quick to prey on consumer fears about swine flu, and Indiana Attorney 
General Greg Zoeller says he has already seen evidence of that in his state. 

Telephone solicitors reportedly have called Indiana residents in an effort to sell "mandatory 
swine flu kits," claiming that the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security are requiring their purchase. 

Such claims, of course, are false and fraudulent. No level of government is requiring the 
purchase of a safety kit for the North American Influenza A (H1N1) outbreak. Moreover, a 
medical diagnosis should be left to a medical professional. 

"Not only are these telephone solicitors cynically exploiting people's fears in order to commit 
fraud, but they also may be violating Indiana's telephone privacy laws," Zoeller said. "Depending 
on who was contacted, this scam may violate Indiana's Do Not Call statute; and if an 
unauthorized prerecorded message is used, it would violate Indiana's Auto-Dialer statute as well. 
In either event, consumers who receive such calls should keep the number, if possible, so that 
our office can investigate." 

The Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) is encouraging consumers to maintain good 
hygiene practices, such as washing their hands often, and avoiding those who might be ill. The 
Attorney General issued the consumer advisory after county emergency management agencies 
notified the Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) of the fraudulent calls to 
businesses in their communities. 

"In outbreak situations, scam artists are often ready to take advantage of public concern," Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security Executive Director Joe Wainscott said. "People should be 
especially alert for solicitors who speak on behalf of state and federal agencies." 
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3 NWI cases of H1N1 flu confirmed  
(http://www.post-trib.com/news/1559424,swineshort.article) 
May 6, 2009 
By Teresa Auch Schultz  

Post-Tribune staff writer 

Three cases of the H1N1 swine flu have been confirmed in Northwest Indiana, according to the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security release, with two in Lake County and one in Porter County.  

The three new cases were announced Tuesday along with nine others in the state, which brings Indiana's total 
confirmed cases to 15. Three cases had been announced last week. 

State officials would not release any personal information about the patients, such as whether they were 
students. 

Although the new cases quintuple the cases announced last week, they aren't necessarily an increase in in the 
spread of the flu. According to the IDHS release, Indiana is now able to do its own testing for the swine flu, 
unlike last week when such cases had to be sent to the Centers for Disease Control. That means each new 
confirmation clears up a backlog in suspected cases. 

The news isn't causing the kind of consequences as it did last week, when two schools in Indianapolis closed in 
response to finding out students had the new flu.  

Now the state is recommending schools to stay open if a student is found to have the flu. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, the new strain has ended up being similar to the normal flu that hits every year and 
thus schools don't need to take such drastic steps.  

The normal flu is still lethal, however, killing about 36,000 people a year, so schools are being recommended to 
watch out for early detection, encourage sick students to stay at home for seven days and promote hand 
washing among students and faculty, according to the IDHS release. 

Officials say that it is likely the flu, which seems to be slowing down in spreading, could come back next fall 
during the normal flu season.  

The other new confirmed cases in Indiana came from Hendricks, Putnam, St. Joseph and Tippecanoe counties, 
with one each, and Marion County, with five. Across the country, there were 487 confirmed cases, and the first 
U.S. person died for the disease on Tuesday, a woman with chronic health problems, according to The 
Associated Press. 

Contact Teresa Auch Schultz at 477-6015 or tauch@post-trib.com. Comment on this story at www.post-
trib.com.  

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed.  
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Indiana reports of H1N1 cases rises to 15 
By Patrick Guinane 
patrick.guinane@nwi.com, (317) 637-9078 | Tuesday, May 05, 2009 

INDIANAPOLIS | State health officials on Tuesday said lab tests have confirmed 12 new cases of 
H1NI virus, or swine flu, in Indiana, including three cases in Lake County. 
 
The local cases include a Purdue University Calumet student whom school officials listed as a 
suspected case on Tuesday and an otherwise unidentified 26-year-old Lake County resident. 
 
After initially reporting a case in Porter County, state health officials later identified the third region 
case as a Dyer resident who was tested for the virus at Porter Memorial Hospital 
 
"All of this has been expected. We knew that we would see more cases as this went forward," said 
State Health Commissioner Judy Monroe. "We continue to see only mild disease." 
 
Today’s announcement brings to 15 the total number of confirmed cases in Indiana. No additional 
details were released about the Northwest Indiana residents who have contracted the flu strain. 
 
Monroe said a state laboratory processed the latest results to relieve a backlog at the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
Across the state line, Illinois health officials reported 82 confirmed cases of swine flu, and one 
suspected in Lansing. 
 
Tuesday's numbers are a big jump from Monday when there were nine confirmed cases. 
 
That's because Illinois began doing its own confirmation tests over the weekend. 
 
The Illinois Department of Public Health says testing now shows 82 confirmed and 40 probable 
cases of the virus. 
 
Federal health officials are asking states to take over the responsibility for doing confirmation tests. 
Illinois began that type of testing on Sunday and the results show up in Tuesday's tally. 
 
A look at Illinois swine flu cases 
 
Illinois health officials have updated the state's swine flu numbers. A case is "confirmed" when 
additional laboratory testing backs up initial test results. Until then, the case is called "probable." 
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The state began doing its own confirmation tests on Sunday, which means quicker turnaround on 
results and a large increase in confirmed cases. 
 
Chicago: 15 probable, 34 confirmed. 
 
Cook (suburban): 11 probable, 21 confirmed. 
 
DeKalb: 1 probable. 
 
DuPage: 1 probable, 14 confirmed. 
 
Kane: 5 probable, 7 confirmed. 
 
Kendall: 1 probable. 
 
Lake: 1 probable. 
 
McHenry: 1 confirmed. 
 
Sangamon: 1 probable. 
 
Will: 3 probable, 4 confirmed. 
 
Winnebago: 1 probable, 1 confirmed. 
 
Total: 40 probable, 82 confirmed. 
 
Source: Illinois Department of Public Health. 
 
The Associated Press contributed to this report  
Copyright © 2009 nwi.com 
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Most suspected swine flu incidents test negative 
(http://www.post-trib.com/news/1558016,stateflu.article) 
May 5, 2009 
By Erik Potter  

Post-Tribune staff writer 

Nearly 70 percent of the cases of suspected H1N1 influenza (swine flu) have tested negative, said Rachel 
Meyer, a spokeswoman for the Indiana Department of Homeland Security.  

Meyer said that of the tests the State Health Department has done for suspected H1N1, 69 percent showed no 
signs of flu, 25 percent tested positive for typical seasonal flu, and 6 percent were an undetermined type of flu. 
Those samples, called "un-typeable" cases, are sent to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta for confirmation.  

So far, only three cases have come back as confirmed swine flu in Indiana, with one in St. Joseph County and 
two in Marion County.  

But Meyer said that there are still samples from Indiana awaiting final testing, including one from a student at 
Purdue University Calumet, which could push the number of confirmed cases in Indiana higher.  

The state hopes to have the capability of giving a final confirmation of swine flu in their own lab by the end of 
the week.  

Connie Rudd, director of nursing for the Porter County Health Department, said the state lab has tested 456 
suspected H1N1 samples and an outside lab assisting with testing has run another 225 samples, along with 
unknown number tested by a third lab.  

As of Monday, there were 279 confirmed cases of swine flu in 36 states with still just one fatality. But it's not 
time to let your guard down yet, Rudd warns. 

"I think at this time, we're watching it and we still don't know how it's going to unfold. I think it might be a little 
early,"?she said. "We don't want anybody to panic. We want people to be diligent. We need people to take the 
same precautions that people take with the seasonal flu." 

Dr. Susan Best, health officer for the Lake County Health Department, echoed similar sentiments.  

"Our level of concern should be exactly where it always is. We should always be aware of our surroundings; we 
should always be practicing good hygiene; we should always keep our kids home when they're sick,"?she said. 
"In a way this is good. Hopefully we'll be able to keep up these habits forever." 

Contact Erik Potter at 648-3120, or epotter@post-trib.com. Comment on this story at www.post-trib.com.  
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May 9, 2009 

Friday blaze damages 14th Street dwelling 
 

Firefighters also responded to a locker fire at Southside High School. 
 
By NICK WERNER 
nwerner@muncie.gannett.com  

MUNCIE -- Firefighters on Muncie's south side were busy Friday responding to a house fire on 14th 
Street and a locker fire at Southside High School. 

The fire at 816 W. 14th St. broke out around 3:30 p.m., sending a plume of smoke visible throughout 
much of Muncie and heavily damaging the home. 

Robert Ward Jr. was home at the time with his two sons, ages 3 and 4. 

"I saw a little fire, and I hurried up and got my kids out of the house," Ward said. 

Firefighters extinguished the blaze within minutes of arrival. 

The cause of the fire was not immediately known, according to Capt. Brett Granger. 

Firefighters from stations 1, 2 and 3 responded to the fire. 

Fire broke out earlier in the day in three lockers in a wrestling locker room at Southside High School, 
Granger said. 

No one was hurt. 

Investigators from the Indiana State Fire Marshal's Office were called to Southside to investigate the 
locker fire, Granger said. 
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Help is on the way to homeowners hit 
by March floods 
Originally printed at http://www.wsbt.com/news/local/44532547.html 

WINAMAC — The Federal Emergency Management Agency is sending a message to hundreds of 

local homeowners hit by floodwaters in March: Help is on the way. Inspectors hit the ground to 

assess damage this week. 

FEMA Inspectors are blanketing 13 Indiana counties this week to assess damage from heavy 

flooding in March. The agency has already doled out more than $1 million in aide. But they are 

just getting started. 

Even though it's been nearly two months since the flood waters began to recede, FEMA public 

information officer Sam Ventura says the agency hasn't delayed their response. 

"President Obama just declared those 13 counties here in Indiana federal disaster areas on April 

22," he said. "The determination was made that the state didn't have all the necessary resources 

to respond in a full way. So, that's why we're here." 

Inspectors are already getting an eyeful at places like Carolyn Arnett's house. 

She remembers it all — the rising water, the sickening smell and the fear. 

"Oh my lord, it was terrifying!" she recalled. 

After severe storms blanketed parts of Northern Indiana with nearly 8 inches of torrential 

rainfall in just 72 hours, the nearby Tippecanoe River spilled its banks at record high flood 

stage— right into Carolyn's family home of nearly 50 years. 

http://www.wsbt.com/news/local/44532547.html


She and her family had to board a boat on their front porch to evacuate, with the water level just 

outside the house more than 4 feet high.. 

Today, the Tippecanoe River's banks are more than 75 yards away. 

"You don't know how dangerous it was," Arnett said. 

The two months since then can be described pretty simply. 

"Pretty much a nightmare," said Arnett's daughter, Marsha McKinney, as she continued 

cleaning up for her grandfather who now lives in the damaged home. 

"They make $19,000 a year. That's not enough to cover what it's going to cost just to raise the 

house," she said. 

That's why they were overjoyed to see FEMA inspectors arrive, ready to help. 

"We have 13 counties that have been declared disaster areas," said Ventura. "We have over 800 

registrations in all of them. And, as of yesterday, we have approved over $1 million so far, as far 

as grants." 

The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering assistance too-- and not just for businesses. 

"Homeowners can borrow up to $200,000 for their property; renters can borrow up to 

$40,000," said Jack Camp of the SBA. 

Those loans can carry interest rates as low as 2.18%, Camp said. 

It's not enough to fix Carolyn's whole home; but without it, there wouldn't be any work 

happening at all. 

"We can't," she said. "There's no way. This is a godsend. This is a miracle." 

FEMA says their hope is to provide those same types of miracles to as many homeowners as 

possible, through disaster grants and low-interest loans. But they can't do that unless they know 

where the damage is.  



That's why they're urging anyone with even a little damage to call them at 1-800-621-3362, log 

onto www.disasterassistance.gov or stop by the disaster recovery center in Winamac. 

The deadline to apply for federal assistance is June 22.  
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