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What to Know About Floods
Being educated about the nature of floods and the actions to take if one occurs is the best way to prepare. The more you know about floods, the better equipped you will be to make important safety decisions for you and your family. You should be aware of flood hazards no matter where you live, but especially if you live in a low-lying area, near water, or downstream from a dam. Even very small streams, gullies, creeks, culverts, dry streambeds, or low-lying ground that appears harmless in dry weather can flood. 
Floods are one of the most common hazards in the United States. Flood effects can be local, impacting only one neighborhood or community, or very large, affecting entire river basins and multiple states. However, not all floods are alike. 
· Some develop slowly, sometimes over a period of days. 
· Flash floods can develop quickly, sometimes in just a few minutes and without any visible signs of rain. Flash floods often have a dangerous wall of roaring water carrying rocks, mud, and other debris that can sweep away most things in its path. 
· When a levee is breached or a dam fails, the overland flooding can produce effects similar to those caused by a flash flood.
Know the following terms and actions to take:
Flood Watch
· Flooding is possible. Tune to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for information.

· Move your furniture and valuables to higher floors of your home.

· Fill your car’s gas tank in case an evacuation notice is issued.

Flood Warning

· Flooding is occurring or will occur soon. If advised to evacuate, do so immediately.
· Listen to local radio and TV stations for information and advice. 
Flash Flood Watch

· Flash flooding is possible. Be prepared to move to higher ground. Listen to NOOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for information.
· Be alert to signs of flash flooding and be ready to evacuate on a moment’s notice.
Flash Flood Warning
· A flash flood is occurring.
· Evacuate immediately. You may have only seconds to escape, so act quickly.

· Move to higher ground away from rivers, streams, creeks, and storm drains. 
· Do not drive around barricades; they are there for your safety.

· If your car stalls in rapidly rising waters abandon it immediately and climb to higher ground on foot.
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