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What to Do During a Wildfire
For people living near wildland areas or using recreational facilities in wilderness areas, the threat of wildfires is real. Learn about the history of wildfire in your area, and be aware of recent weather activity. A long period without rain increases the risk of wildfire. Wildfires often begin unnoticed and spread quickly, igniting brush, trees, and homes. 
If you see a wildfire, call 9-1-1 immediately. NEVER assume that someone else has already called. Describe the location of the fire, speak slowly and clearly, and answer any questions asked by the dispatcher. 

If you are advised to evacuate, do so immediately. 
· Evacuate immediately if you are told to do so.

· If you suspect that danger is imminent, you should evacuate without waiting for an official order. 
· Wear protective clothing such as sturdy shoes, cotton or woolen clothing, long pants, a long sleeved shirt, gloves, and a handkerchief to protect your face.

· Take your Disaster Supplies Kit.

· Watch for changes in the speed and direction of the fire and smoke and choose a route away from the fire hazard. 
· Advise someone outside the threatened area of your departure and intended destination.
If you are warned that a wildfire is threatening your area, but not advised to evacuate yet, and you are confident you have time, you should take the following protective measures.

· Prepare to evacuate by backing your car into the garage or park it in an open space facing the direction of escape. Shut doors and roll up windows, but leave the key in the ignition. Close garage windows and doors, but leave them unlocked.
· Place valuable papers, mementos, and anything “you can’t live without” inside the car in the garage.  Pets should also be put in the car.

· Disconnect any automatic garage door openers so that doors can still be opened by hand if the power goes out. 

· Listen to your battery operated radio for reports and evacuation information.

· Follow the instructions of local officials.

· Arrange temporary housing at a friend or relative’s home outside the threatened area.

· If you must evacuate, do NOT lock up. Leave doors and windows closed but unlocked. It may be necessary for firefighters to gain quick entry into your home to fight fire. The entire area will be isolated and patrolled by sheriff’s deputies or police.
Inside: 

· Close windows, vents, doors, venetian blinds and non-combustible window coverings and heavy drapes. Remove lightweight curtains.

· Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals.

· Shut off gas at the meter.

· Turn off pilot lights.

· Open fireplace damper and close fireplace screens.

· Move flammable furniture into the center of the home away from windows and sliding-glass doors.

· Turn on a light in each room to increase the visibility of your home in heavy smoke.
Outside:

· Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals.

· Turn off propane tanks.

· Set up the portable gasoline-powered pump.

· Place lawn sprinklers on the roof and near above-ground fuel tanks. Wet the roof.

· Wet or remove shrubs within 15 feet of the home.

· Connect garden hoses and fill any pools, hot tubs, garbage cans, tubs or other large containers with water.

· Gather fire tools and place a ladder against the house in clear view.

If you become trapped by a wildfire DO NOT RUN!  Survival in a home or vehicle is dangerous, but possible. You will not be able to outrun a wildfire.

· Stay calm, and DO NOT RUN.

· If at home, go inside. The fire line will pass before your house burns down. Once it is past, then get out immediately.

· If you are in a vehicle, roll up the windows and close air vents. Drive slowly with headlights on. Watch for other vehicles and pedestrians. Do not drive through heavy smoke

· If you have to stop, park away from the heaviest trees and brush. Turn headlights on and the ignition OFF. 
· Get on the floor and cover up with a blanket or coat.

· The Engine may stall and not restart. Air currents may rock the car. Some smoke and sparks may enter the vehicle. The temperature inside the vehicle will rise, but metal gas tanks and containers rarely explode. 
· Stay in the vehicle until the fire passes. 
· If you are caught in the open the best temporary shelter is in a sparse fuel area. 
· On a steep mountainside, the back side is safer. Remember that fire travels faster uphill.

· Avoid canyons, natural “chimneys” and saddles.

· If a road is nearby, lie face down along the road cut or in the ditch on the uphill side. Cover yourself with anything that will shield you from the fire’s heat.

· If hiking in the back country, seek a depression with sparse fuel. Clear fuel away from the area while the fire is approaching and then lie face down in the depression and cover yourself. Stay down until after the fire passes.
After a wildfire passes:
· Wait until you are advised that it is safe to return home before you do so.

· Once home, check the roof immediately. Put out any sparks or embers. Check the attic for hidden burning sparks.

· If you have a fire, call the fire department, or ask your neighbors to help fight it.

· If the power is out, try connecting a hose to the outlet on your water heater.

· For several hours after the fire, maintain a “fire watch.”  Re-check for smoke and sparks throughout the house.
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