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What to Do After a Landslide or Debris Flow
Sometimes the most stressful moments actually occur after a landslide is over. Great quantities of mud and debris can leave behind a very chaotic and overwhelming scene. It is important to remain calm and try to keep the recovery process in perspective.  You won’t be able to do every thing you need to do to recover all at once, but you can take steps toward that end. 
Although the desire to return home to evaluate damage and begin the recovery process is understandable, premature presence in disaster areas may hamper rescue and other emergency operations and put you at further risk. Therefore, you should return to your home, office, or any building ONLY when authorities indicate it is safe to do so. Once local officials indicate it is safe, use extreme caution when entering buildings. Damage may have occurred where you least expect it, so watch carefully every step you take.
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Immediate hazard mitigation:

· Stay away from the slide area. There may be danger of additional slides.
· Watch for flooding, which may occur after a landslide or debris flow, as they may both be started by the same event.

· Listen to local radio or television for updated emergency information.

· Without entering the direct slide area, check for injured and trapped persons near the slide, and assist them if you can do so without endangering yourself. 
Help neighbors who may require special assistance—infants, elderly people, and people with disabilities. People who care for special needs individuals, or who have large families may also need additional assistance in emergency situations.

Protect yourself:

· Wear sturdy shoes. The most common injuries in a disaster are cuts to the feet.

· Avoid smoking inside buildings. Smoking in confined areas can cause fires. 

· Use battery-powered lights when examining buildings to prevent potential shock and fire hazards.

· Watch out for animals that may have come into buildings with the flood waters. Use a stick to poke through debris. Flood waters flush many animals out of their homes.

· Keep children and pets away from hazardous sites and floodwater.

Evaluate the structure:

· Stay out of any building if flood waters or mud remain around the building. Flood waters often undermine foundations, causing sinking. Floors can crack or break and buildings can collapse.

· Inspect foundations for cracks or other damage which could render the building uninhabitable. 
· Watch for loose plaster, drywall, and ceilings that could fall.

· Take pictures of the damage, both of the building and its contents, for insurance claims. 
· Pump out flooded basements gradually (about one-third or the water per day) to avoid structural damage. If the water is pumped completely in a short period of time, pressure from water-saturated soil on the outside could cause basement walls to collapse.

Evaluate utilities: 

· If power lines are down outside your home, do not step in puddles or standing water.
· Don not turn the electricity back on in your home or business if you detect gas, or if the electrical system has been flooded or covered in slide debris.

· Look for electrical system damage. If you see sparks or broken or frayed wires, or if you smell burning insulation, leave the house and call the fire department.

· Check for gas leaks. If you smell gas or hear a blowing or hissing noise, open a window and quickly leave the building. Turn off the gas at the outside main valve if you can and call the gas company from a neighbor’s home or cell phone. If you turn off the gas for any reason, it must be turned back on by a professional.

· Check for sewage and water line damage. If you suspect sewage lines are damaged, avoid using the toilets and call a plumber. If water pipes are damaged, contact the water company or call a plumber and avoid using water from the tap. 
· Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits, and leaching systems as soon as possible. Damaged sewage systems are health hazards. Contact your local health department before making repairs to septic systems. 
· Report broken utility lines to the appropriate authorities. Reporting potential hazards will get the utilities turned off as quickly as possible, preventing further hazard and injury. Check with your utility company about where broken lines should be reported.

Preempt disease:

· Clean and disinfect everything that was touched by floodwaters or mudflow.
· Confirm the water supply is safe to drink. Listen for news reports to learn whether the community’s water supply has been contaminated. 
· Contaminated water may not be safe to drink, clean with, or bathe in. Use only bottled, boiled, or treated water until your water supply is tested and found safe.

· If water is of questionable purity, boil or add bleach, and distill drinking water before using. Wells inundated by flood waters or mud should be pumped out and the water tested for purity before drinking. If in doubt, call your local public health authority. Ill health effects often occur when people drink water contaminated with bacteria and germs. See http://www.IN.gov/dhs/files/water_treatment.pdf for more information.
· Throw away food that has come in contact with flood waters. Some canned foods may be salvageable. If the cans are dented or damaged, throw them away. Food contaminated by flood waters can cause severe infection.

Rebuilding:

· Replant damaged ground as soon as possible since erosion caused by loss of ground cover can lead to flash flooding.

· Seek the advice of a geotechnical expert for evaluating landslide hazards or designing corrective techniques to reduce landslide risk.
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