For Immediate Release 
August 18, 2009 

Preparing for a Tornado
Tornadoes are one of nature’s most violent storms. Spawned from powerful thunderstorms, tornadoes can cause fatalities and devastate a neighborhood in seconds. There is typically very little time to react in an actual tornado, so it is important to have a plan before one hits. Be sure your family members know what to do if they are at home, work, or school when a tornado hits. Determine in advance where you and your family will take shelter, and keep a kit of emergency supplies in that shelter location.
Tornado terms:

· A tornado WATCH means conditions are favorable for the production of tornadoes. You should remain alert for approaching storms. Watch the sky and stay tuned to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for updated information.
· A tornado WARNING means a tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. You must take shelter immediately!
Tornado predictability:

· Severe weather occurs in Indiana most often from April to July, and tornadoes are most likely to occur between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m., but either can occur at any time of the day or year. 
· Tornadoes may strike quickly, with little or no warning. Occasionally, tornadoes develop so rapidly that little, if any, advance warning is possible.

· Before a tornado hits, the wind may die down and the air may become very still. Tornadoes generally occur near the trailing edge of a thunderstorm. It is not uncommon to see clear, sunlit skies behind a tornado.
Tornado visibility:

· Some tornadoes are clearly visible, while rain or nearby low-hanging clouds obscure others. 
· Tornadoes may appear nearly transparent until dust and debris are picked up or a cloud forms in the funnel. 
· A cloud of debris can mark the location of a tornado even if a funnel is not visible.
· A tornado appears as a rotating, funnel-shaped cloud that extends from a thunderstorm to the ground. Its whirling winds can reach 300 miles per hour. 
Tornado trajectory:

· The average tornado moves Southwest to Northeast, but tornadoes have been known to move in all directions.

· The average speed of a tornado is 30 MPH, but may vary from stationary to 70 MPH.
· Damage paths can be in excess of one mile wide and 50 miles long.
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