For Immediate Release 
August 18, 2009 

Preparing for a Flood
Knowing what to do during a flood is the first step to keeping you and your family safe. Implementing your knowledge by developing and practicing detailed flood response plans is the next essential part of being ready for a flood emergency. Flooding, the most common natural disaster in the United States can develop over the course of a few weeks or happen at a moment’s notice. Being informed and taking appropriate protective measures will greatly mitigate the safety risks associated with floodwaters.
Long-term home preparation:

· Know your area’s flood risk and your elevation above flood level. If unsure, call your local Red Cross chapter, emergency management office, or planning and zoning department.

· Contact community officials to find out if they are planning to construct barriers (levees, beams, floodwalls) to stop floodwater from entering the homes in your area.

· Avoid building in a flood prone area unless you elevate and reinforce your home.

· Elevate the furnace, water heater, and electric panel if they are in areas of your home that may be flooded. Consult with a professional for further information if this and other damage reduction measures can be taken.
· Seal the walls in your basement with waterproofing compounds to avoid seepage.

· Buy and install sump pumps with back-up power. 

· Buy a fire extinguisher and make sure your family knows where it is and how to use it. 

· Have a licensed electrician raise electric components (switches, sockets, circuit breakers and wiring) at least 12" above your home's projected flood elevation. 

· For drains, toilets, and other sewer connections, install backflow valves or plugs to prevent floodwaters from entering. 

· Identify potential home hazards and know how to secure or protect them before the flood strikes. 
· Be prepared to turn off electrical power, gas, and water supplies when there is standing water, fallen power lines, or before you evacuate. 
· Anchor fuel tanks to prevent them from being torn free and contaminating your basement. An unanchored tank outside can be swept downstream and damage other houses. 
· Consider purchasing federally backed flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program or other insurance providers.

Long-term personal preparation:
· Learn about your community's emergency plans, warning signals, evacuation routes, and locations of emergency shelters.
· Inform local authorities about any special needs of elderly, bedridden, or disabled people. 

· Assemble and maintain a disaster kit with essential documents, medications, and food and water supplies in case you must evacuate.

· Have your immunization records handy or be aware of your last tetanus shot, in case you should receive a puncture wound or have a wound become contaminated during or after the flood.
· Keep insurance policies, important documents, and other valuables in a safe-deposit box.

· Know safe routes from home, work, and school that are on higher ground.

· Keep your automobile gas tank filled; if electric power is cut off, fueling stations may not be able to operate pumps for several days. 

· Plan and practice a flood evacuation routine with your family. Ask an out-of-state relative or friend to be the "family contact" in case your family is separated during a flood. Make sure everyone in your family knows the name, address, and phone number of this contact person. 

· Post emergency phone numbers at every phone. 

Short-term preparation:
· If it has been raining hard for several hours, or steadily raining for several days, be alert to the possibility of a flood. You may want to create a barrier between your house and rising water. To locate sandbag pick-up locations, call you local emergency management agency. It will be listed under city or county offices.
· If there is any possibility of a flash flood, you may not want to wait for instructions to seek higher ground. Once a flash flood warning is issued, you may have only seconds to escape.

· Listen to NOAA Weather Radio, local radio or TV stations for flood information and know the difference between a flood watch, a flood warning, a flash flood watch, and a flash flood warning.

· Keep a portable radio, flashlight, extra batteries and light bulbs, and other essential supplies on hand.

· Store drinking water in various containers and clean bathtubs in case water services are disrupted.

· Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other low lying areas known to flood suddenly. Flash floods can occur in these areas with or without such typical warnings as rain clouds or heavy rain.
· Be prepared to evacuate and take your emergency kit with you.
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