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Know Your Neighbors
During or immediately following a natural or manmade disaster federal, state, and local emergency management agencies will be working extremely hard to provide emergency relief, and promote public safety and wellbeing. During wide spread or severe emergencies, however, assistance from these agencies may not be immediately available due to the type of emergency or the number of persons affected. In these instances, the closest sources of help are your neighbors and other close community members. Working with them can save lives and property. 

When putting together your family’s emergency plan it is a good idea to include the people in your neighborhood. Talk with them about how, as a neighborhood, you can help one another in case of a natural or man-made disaster. If at all possible, a neighborhood meeting is a great forum for discussing how to pool skills, talents, and resources, and assess needs in advance of a disaster. 

Strategies for building a strong, emergency ready neighborhood:

· Introduce yourself to your neighbors. Emergency planning will go more smoothly once all neighbors are all acquainted.

· Join your local neighborhood watch, or neighborhood safety group. If there is not one, you or someone you support could be the catalyst to get one started. Think of this as a community engagement strategy. Become an active contributor to your community. 

· Take detailed notes about each neighbor's skills. Knowing who is a doctor, nurse or electrician will help the neighborhood assign post-emergency tasks to those best suited to them.

· Keep a list of neighbors with special needs. Elderly neighbors may need extra help escaping their homes after an emergency.

· Create a list of important medical conditions of children in the neighborhood. Knowing about medical conditions ahead of time will help you prioritize first-aid administration.

· Know how to turn off the utilities for your own home. Preventing fire at your house will save neighbors’ homes as well.

· Host a meeting to discuss and teach others how to turn off utilities in the home after an emergency.

· Draw a neighborhood map, and mark off the locations of the gas, water and electrical shut-offs for each home. Neighbors may be absent or otherwise unable to turn off their utilities themselves after an emergency.

· Assemble an emergency preparedness kit for your own family. Encourage your neighbors to do so as well, and show them what should be included.

· Give trusted neighbors keys to your house, and make sure they know how to turn off your utilities.
· Make sure neighbors have a list of important phone numbers.
· Work with your neighbors to develop a list of local shelters including schools and school gyms which are often used as temporary shelters after an emergency.

· Appoint a person who will locate and gather children from schools as necessary. Supply this person with a list of all neighborhood youths and the locations of their schools, and alert school officials to the identities of all persons authorized to collect each child.
· Elect a damage-assessment team. This group of neighbors will be responsible for evaluating any potential hazards existing after the emergency and minimizing them.
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