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Information for Pet and Livestock Owners
According to the Indiana State Board of Health (BOAH), flooding can be the source of a number of diseases and contaminants that can sicken or kill animals. Toxicants, pollutants and infectious disease agents area carried by floodwaters and these pollutants can cause a wide variety of diseases. Extra precautions should be taken to protect livestock and pets. Animals may come in contact with, contaminated feed, drinking water or their environment. Owners need to reproduce potential exposures by taking additional protective steps.

Lost or dead pets:

· If there is a lost pet on or around your property, contact the local animal control or animal shelter.

· Animal control and shelters that need assistance with evacuated or displaced animals should contact local emergency management or BOAH.
· If there is a dead animal on or around your property, it should be disposed of properly. Check for any identification or tags and report that information to the local animal control shelter so the information will be available for the owners. Contact your local authorities, or veterinarian to see if there is a collection point for dead pets.

· As an alternative for small animals (like birds), use rubber gloves and double-bag the animal in leak-proof containment. Dispose of the animal in your garbage.

· For larger animal disposal (like cats and dogs), use proper handling and bury the animal.

Lost or dead livestock:
· Check for any identification such as ear tags, and contact BOAH at 1-317-227-0300. 
· For your own dead livestock, BOAH has approved four carcass disposal methods: burial, incineration, composting, and rendering. Producers must be sure to document losses before disposing of dead animals. Please refer to Technical Bulletin LG-1.97 at http://www.IN.gov/boah. 
Livestock management:

· Report all livestock, crop, and equipment losses to your local United States Department of Agriculture Farm Services Agency office as soon as reasonably possible. This information will be needed to support state government requests for an agricultural disaster declaration.

· Remove large amounts of pooled water in close proximity of livestock.

· Remedy flood related hazards to livestock. Debris may be washed into pastures or feedlots. Fences may be damaged or destroyed. Restricting access to these areas can reduce physical injuries. 
· If you notice any unusual illness or clinical signs, such as vomiting or diarrhea, in your animals contact your veterinarian for guidance.

Food and water supplies:
· Provide fresh, clean drinking water. Floodwaters can wash chemicals from other areas into wells, ponds and streams, or even pool in places where animals drink. Stock tanks suspected of contamination should be emptied and cleaned.

· Until tested, wet feed should be presumed harmful to animals. Feedstuffs may contain contaminates from floodwaters and/or mold spores that sometimes produce dangerous toxins.

·  As soon as possible, dry grain should be removed and stored separately.

· Silage should be disposed of in a proper manner. Damp silage has an increased risk for mycotoxin contamination due to poor fermentation, and may also contain higher levels of coliform bacteria.

· Producers may send samples of feed and silage to either of Indiana’s Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratories to test for aflatoxins and mycotoxins. Laboratories are located at Purdue University and in Dubois, IN.

· For assistance with feed or chemicals affected by flooding, contact the Office of the Indiana State Chemist at http://www.isco.purdue.edu.

· To report or request assistance regarding a manure or chemical spill, contact the Indiana Department of Environmental Management.
Dairy facilities:

· If the outlet valve was submerged in floodwater, or electricity was lost, any milk left in the bulk tank will need to be properly disposed.
· All milking parlor equipment contaminated by floodwater needs to be cleaned and sanitized prior to use. Contact your BOAH dairy inspector or dairy cooperative field individual for further information.
· Any cows left standing in water need to be given proper attention during the udder preparation prior to milking.

· Wash and sanitize all walls, floors, and processing equipment at dairy processing plants.

· Any product, raw or finished, that may have exceeded legal temperature needs to be properly disposed of. 
· Any finished product or ingredient that has come in contact with the floodwater must be disposed of properly. 
· If a product has been stored for more than 72 hours, contact BOAH on an emergency, case-by-case basis.

Meat processing and slaughter facilities:

· Before resuming operations, the plant manager must see that the plant is cleaned to the standards required by their plant’s BOAH approved Safety and Sanitation Operating Procedure.
· If your water supply may have become contaminated by floodwaters, potable water must be used in areas where animals are slaughtered, eviscerated, and dressed. 
· Potable water must also be used where edible products are processed, handled, and stored.

· The potable water distribution system within the facility must preclude contamination of the water supply.

For more information, please visit the Indiana Department of Homeland Security, Indiana State Board of Animal Health and the Indiana State Department of Agriculture online.
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