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IDHS Accepting
Applications for Indiana
Local Body Camera
Grant Program

IDHS is now accepting
applications for the new Indiana
Local Body Camera (ILBC) Grant
Program.

The ILBC program provides
matching grants to city, town and
county law enforcement
agencies to support the
purchase of body-worn cameras.
Only one ILBC grant application

A Note from the IDHS
Public Affairs Team

The Hoosier Responder has been on hiatus for a few
months while IDHS, like most organizations today, has
adjusted to staffing challenges. Because it’s still
important for the agency to communicate to first
responders, this brief newsletter will share some news
and initiatives from Indiana’s public safety community.
The full magazine format will return very soon. Please
keep sending story ideas to pio@dhs.in.gov. In the
meantime, the IDHS website features many resources,
training dates and positive news stories about the impact
of first responders across the state. Stay in touch.

-- IDHS Public Affairs

Rising Opioid Problem Overlooked
in COVID-19 Pandemic

EMS personnel and first responders have a lot on their
hands as the country battles its way through the COVID-
19 pandemic. But CDC data shows another rising
problem. For the first time, the number of drug overdose
deaths related to opioid use topped 100,000 in a 12-
month period.

What does this mean for Indiana? According to the CDC
dashboard, predicted deaths in Indiana rose from 1,878
in April of 2020 to 2,487 in April of 2021. That’'s more
than a 32-percent increase in deaths over the course of
a year. In light of the deaths from COVID-19, this
number may not seem significant, but it is. The rising
number of opioid-related deaths takes its toll on first
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will be allowed from each law
enforcement agency.

Visit the IDHS Grants
Management page for complete
information and instructions
about the ILBC Grant program.

Recognize Deserving
EMAs during EMA
Appreciation Week!

This is your chance to recognize
EMAs in your county that have
done an amazing job. EMA
Appreciation Week is Feb. 20-
26, 2022.

EMAs are there when citizens
need them most. But even when
there is no emergency, EMAs

are working behind the scenes to

prevent potential problems or
make sure the county is
prepared to handle a crisis.

Let's highlight/recognize the
critical work performed by EMA
personnel. Submit your/your
EMA's work in the survey below.

EMA Recognition

Survey

2022 North American
Police Work Dog
Association (NAPWDA)
National Workshop

The Montgomery County
Sheriff's Office and the
Crawfordsville Police
Department are hosting the 2022
NAPWDA National Workshop.
The workshop will cover all
phases associated with patrol,
including tactical techniques and
scenario-based training.

Learn more about this workshop
and register on the NAPWDA

event webpage.

'Give the River Room'
Education Effort

responders who answer these calls for help despite
already being stretched dangerously thin.

Read the full story here.

Up and Atom

IDHS Employee visits Chernobyl for training
hosted by U.S. Department of Energy

The Chernobyl Nuclear Plant is historically known for a
massive nuclear disaster. Flawed designs and serious
mistakes led to an uncontrolled chain reaction that
resulted in explosions and the core meltdown of a
reactor. In the decades since this event, Chernobyl has
become a learning moment for anyone in the
radiological/nuclear fields.

IDHS Radiation Programs Director Sarah Chaney visited
Chernobyl in what she calls one of the "ultimate
experiences one can have" in the radiological/nuclear
field.

Read more here about the rarely visited sites Chaney
got to see and how she's applying the lessons she
learned to help Hoosiers.
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The Indiana Silver Jackets will
launch an interactive public
education tool about river
movement this

spring. The online story

map is called “Give the River
Room.” It guides users
through a scrolling presentation
of

informative materials and photos
of Indiana rivers and

streams, showing how
waterways are constantly
changing.

The project’s goal is to make
communities flood resilient by
helping emergency managers,
community leaders and

the general public understand
how river systems work and
how communities can construct
the built environment (human-
made surroundings) in ways that
better protect property, save
lives and preserve the natural
beauty of waterways.

Low-Head Dam
Awareness on the
Horizon

April is Low-Head Dam
Awareness Month. Public safety
and emergency management
agencies looking

to increase public awareness of
the dangers of these dams can
find information on the Low-Head
Dams page

on GetPrepared.in.gov. The
webpage includes links to a map
of known dams, Indiana
documentaries and other
resources.

To learn more about both
education efforts visit the
January Hoosier Responder
webpage.

National Flood Insurance
Program

Flooding is one of the most
common natural disasters in the
United States. Indiana
experienced 230 flooding or
heavy rain events in 2019 alone.

In an effort to reduce the number
of homes financially devastated
by flooding, the Indiana

PFAS Foam Collection

Indiana fire departments will have a free option this year
to collect and dispose of any PFAS foam products still in
inventory. Disposing of these foam products reduces
exposure to environmental hazards and

protects firefighter health.

A partnership between IDHS and IDEM allows Indiana to
survey the more than 840 fire departments in the state to
determine who has PFAS foam to discard. PFAS foam
was prohibited in 2020 from being used in firefighter
training because it has been connected to four of the top
eight causes of death in the firefighting community.

The survey to report your existing PEAS foam and begin
the collection process is open now.

“Firefighters face risks everyday due to the nature of
their job, but it's important for the state government

and the Indiana Department of Homeland Security to
eliminate as much risk as possible when the opportunity
arises,” said State Fire Marshal Joel Thacker. “We have
a chance with this program to be a national leader by
protecting our brave first responders from the hazards
that exist when using this PFAS foam.”

Indiana Governor Eric J. Holcomb recently added the
PFAS program to his list of 2022 priorities.

Current funding will not replace the PFAS foam with a
safer alternative to use when battling Class B fires.
However, departments will save thousands in potential
disposal fees by utilizing this free service, thereby
putting firefighter and citizen safety as a top priority.

IDEM is working to determine a third-party vendor to
collect and properly dispose of PFAS foam once all
departments have had an opportunity to report

their PEAS foam inventory. The physical collection of
foam is expected to begin in April/May 2022.

Report your PFAS foam
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Department of Homeland
Security (IDHS) and FEMA
encourage all Hoosier
homeowners and renters to
purchase flood insurance
protection. While purchasing
flood insurance might seem
costly, the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) is
available to help provide citizens
affordable flood insurance
coverage based on the area they
live in.

You can learn more on the IDHS
NFIP webpage.

Professional Emergency
Manager (PEM) Program
Schedule

L101: Foundations of
Emergency Management
* April 4-8 in Evansville

L102: Science of Disaster
* May 9-11 in Plainfield

L103: Planning: Emergency
Operations
* May 17-18 in Evansville

L105: Public Information
Basics
* April 19-21 in Plainfield

L146: HSEEP
* March 8-9 in Plainfield
» Sept. 7-8 in Evansville

Upcoming Trainings

Trainings in February and March
include ICS 300 and 400 in
multiple locations, as well as
topics like Animal Issues in
Disasters, Lost Person Behavior
and K9 Technique Courses.

You can find a comprehensive
list of upcoming trainings here.
Register for all classes on the
Acadis Portal.

Recovery Reckonings

FEMA is continuing Public
Assistance (PA) funding for
COVID-19 response

Operation Force Multiplier Event

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security and the
Indiana National Guard will revive the statewide Force
Multiplier symposium, designed to give local emergency
response and governmental leaders a better idea of their
capabilities and how the two work together to respond
when disasters strike.

The 2022 Force Multiplier event will be held virtually

on March 2, and will focus on how state partners can
respond to local communities when necessary during a
large-scale event. Knowing the capabilities and
resources — as well as the decision-makers you can
expect to see on site — is critical when a quick, efficient
response is required. This concept led to the first Force
Multiplier tour of Indiana in 2018.

Click here to see the topics that will be covered at the
2022 Force Multiplier. Register for the event below.

Register for Seminar

COVID-19 Funeral Expense
Assistance Still Available Through
FEMA

Families who’ve lost a loved one to COVID-19 still have
time to get financial assistance from FEMA.

Financial assistance is available for COVID-19 related
funeral expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 2020. IDHS
encourages people to use this benefit to ease the
monetary burden created by losing a family member to
COVID-19.

According to January 2022 reports, more than 19,000
Hoosiers have died from COVID-19, but only 4,200
families have applied for and received funeral
assistance.

A list of the conditions that must be met to receive
assistance is available here.

2022 Legislative Session

Bills affecting IDHS and Stakeholders

The IDHS Legal Section is busy working with state
legislators to promote positive changes for IDHS and
stakeholders. IDHS teammates are keeping watch over
a variety of bills that could affect the agency, but below
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activities. The declared

event, known as DR4515, still
has no end date, and the 100%
cost share has been extended
through April 1, 2022.

Government entities and private
nonprofits that have not

applied for possible assistance
through the PA program may still
do so. These organizations can
visit the FEMA Grants Portal to
register and begin

their applications.

Organizations with questions
regarding this disaster event, or
the PA program in general, can
visit the IDHS PA webpage for
more information.

Public Safety Jobs
Dashboard
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Check out all the current
openings on the IDHS Public
Safety Jobs dashboard. If your
agency is hiring and would like to
promote the job, submit your
information below the
dashboard. It's free.

New Way to Connect

The Indiana Fire & Public Safety
Academy has a new Facebook
page where you can get the
latest information from the

Academy including up-to-date
information on current classes.

are two major bills to keep an eye on as they move
through the legislative process.

HB 1314, Indiana Department of Homeland Security

* Increases benefits for IDHS fire investigators that die
in the line of duty

* Amends how the Public Safety Fee is distributed to
increase the amount of funds in the Regional Public
Safety Training Fund

* Requires IDHS, the Indiana Department of Health and
the Statewide 911 Board to make recommendations
regarding 911 interoperability and regionalized trauma
care

 Allows IDHS to share EMS data in certain situations to
improve patient health outcomes

SB 381, Regulation of Radioactive Material

» Allows IDHS to become an Agreement State with the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Agency (NRC)

+ Allows IDHS to assume and conduct the regulatory
function from the NRC of certain sources of radiation in
Indiana

Bills will be debated and potentially changed as
legislators review the contents and suggest edits. Once
the House and Senate pass the bills, the Hoosier
Responder will lay out the details on when the law goes
into effect and how it will affect you.

Upcoming Events

National Burn Awareness Week

* February 6 - 12
* Theme: Burning Issues in the
Kitchen

* ameriburn.org
Radiation Awareness Week

* February 12 - 19

* https://www.in.gov/dhs/fire-
and-building-safety/fire-
investigations/hazmat-and-
radiation/radiation-awareness/

‘WEMA Appreciation Week

¥ February 20 - 26

* https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergen
cy-management-and-
ipreparedness/ema-appreciation-
week/

Burning Is$ues in
the Kitchen
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Severe Weather Preparedness
Week

* March 13 -19

* https://www.in.gov/dhs/get-
prepared/nature-safety/severe-
weather-preparedness/

Indiana Department of Homeland Security

pio@dhs.IN.gov

dhs.IN.gov
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FEMA Still Accepting Submissions for Funeral Costs Related to COVID-19

Families who've lost a loved one to COVID-19 still have time to get financial assistance
from FEMA.

Financial assistance is available for COVID-19 related funeral expenses incurred after
Jan. 20, 2020. IDHS encourages people to use this benefit to ease the monetary burden
created by losing a family member to COVID-19.

According to January 2022 reports, more than 19,000 Hoosiers have died from COVID-
19, but only 4,200 families have applied for and received funeral assistance.

To be eligible for funeral assistance, an applicant must meet the following conditions:

« For deaths that occurred after May 16, 2020, the death certificate must indicate
the death was attributed to COVID-19.

o For deaths that occurred from Jan. 20 to May 16, 2020, any death certificate that
does not attribute the cause of death to COVID-19 must have an additional
signed statement listing COVID-19 as a cause or contributing cause of death.

e The signed statement must be provided by the original certifier of the
death certificate or the local medical examiner or coroner from the
jurisdiction in which the death occurred. The statement must provide an
additional explanation linking the cause of death on the death certificate to
COVID-19.

Coronavirus {COVID-19) Funeral Assistance
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Applicants are encouraged to keep documentation of the funeral expenses and the
death certificate.

Covered expenses typically include, but are not limited to:

Funeral services

Cremation

Interment

Transportation for up to two individuals to identify the deceased individual
Transfer of remains

Casket or urn

Burial plot or cremation niche

Marker or headstone

Clergy or officiant services

Arrangement of funeral ceremony

Use of funeral home equipment or staff

Costs associated with producing and certifying multiple death certificates
Additional expenses mandated by any applicable local or state government laws
or ordinances

Hoosiers can apply by calling (844) 684-6333 to speak with a FEMA representative.
More information is on IDHS’ Individual Assistance webpage and on FEMA’s COVID-19
Funeral Assistance website. Funeral Assistance for COVID-19 related items is made

available through the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act of 2021 and the American Rescue Act of 2021.
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Force Multiplier Event Returns for 2022

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security and the Indiana National Guard will
revive the statewide Force Multiplier symposium, designed to give local emergency
response and governmental leaders a better idea of their capabilities and how the two
work together to respond when disasters strike.

The 2022 Force Multiplier event will be held virtually on March 2, 2022, and it will focus
on how state partners can respond to local communities when necessary during a large-
scale event. Knowing the capabilities and resources — as well as the decision-makers
you can expect to see on site — is critical when a quick, efficient response is required.
This concept led to the first Force Multiplier tour of Indiana in 2018.

“Existing relationships with major players and familiarity with procedures and protocols
can make all the difference when responding in an emergency situation,” said Steve
Cox, executive director of IDHS. “We have a great partnership with the National Guard
... and this symposium helps to create that bond between the state and the local
leadership to make sure we’re ready when citizens need it the most.”

o Reqister for Force Multiplier

Among the topics to be discussed at the 2022 Force Multiplier:

Statewide COVID support overview

IDHS and INNG capabilities brief

Drone and Fire Investigations program overview

CERFP equipment video and discussion

Facilitated discussion on a simulated large-scale flooding response

"Operation Force Multiplier showcases the capabilities, capacity and competency of the
Indiana National Guard working shoulder to shoulder with our fellow state agencies,"
said Maj. Gen. Dale Lyles, the Indiana National Guard adjutant general. "The past two
years have been unprecedented and highlight why we train together with our other state
agencies: so that in times of crises, when the governor calls, we are a unified and
streamlined team to help Hoosiers throughout the state."

Winter flooding is a serious concern for many parts of Indiana. In 2018, floods in
January and February resulted in a national disaster declaration, the most recent for
Indiana outside the public health emergency. Flooding events on a smaller, more
localized scale occur frequently.

The Force Multiplier symposium will focus on the people and resources needed for local
governments to respond to communities in need and best prepare to protect life and
property from natural disasters.
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Up and Atom: IDHS Employee Visits Chernobyl for Training Hosted by U.S.
Department of Energy

The Chernobyl Nuclear Plant is historically known for a massive nuclear disaster.
Flawed designs and serious mistakes led to an uncontrolled chain reaction that resulted
in explosions and the core meltdown of a reactor. In the decades since this disaster,
Chernobyl has become a learning moment for anyone in the radiological/nuclear fields.

In October of 2021, Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) Radiation
Programs Director Sarah Chaney went to Northern Ukraine to visit the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant (ChNPP). Chaney said that this was a once in a lifetime
experience. "We were invited as radiation professionals by the general director of the
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant as part of an international training effort." The special
invitation meant Chaney's group got to visit restricted areas inside the plant, newer parts
of the Red Forest, Pripyat and the surrounding villages. The Red Forest absorbed high
levels of radiation and is still one of the most contaminated areas in the world today.
Pripyat was the closest city to the plant. The city and surrounding villages were
abandoned because of the accident.

The disaster at the ChNPP started on April 25, 1986. A planned decrease in the power
of a nuclear reactor in preparation for a routine safety test unexpectedly dropped to
near-zero at the ChNPP in Ukraine. At the time, Ukraine was a part of the Soviet Union.
The operators could not restore the power level, which left the reactor unstable. This
failure resulted in an uncontrolled nuclear chain reaction causing the core to melt down
and two or more explosions that ruptured reactor four's core and destroyed the reactor
four building.





The casualties directly related to the days surrounding the accident have totaled 60,
with long-term death estimates that range up to 4,000. These numbers include many
firefighters and first responders who attended to the initial fires. The 1986 accident is
considered the worst nuclear disaster in history, both in cost and casualties. It is one of
only two nuclear energy accidents rated at seven (the maximum severity) on the
International Nuclear Event Scale, the other being the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
disaster in Japan.

Inside the plant, Chaney got to see most of the administration building, the Radiation
Control Center, reactor two (which remained open and functioning until 1991), both sets
of water pumps for reactor four (the blown reactor), Khodemchuk's memorial (first
Soviet engineer lost to the explosion whose body was never recovered), the golden
hallway (connected all of the power stations) and the first sarcophagus, which covers
reactor four and limits radioactive contamination of the environment. "Stepping inside
the new safe confinement and seeing the first sarcophagus. You can't fathom the actual
size until you are a small person standing next to it," she said.

As a part of the trip, Chaney learned about field particle separation when sampling dirt
and contamination remediation methods for large-scale incidents (i.e., air filtration,
decontamination and radon mediation inside the new safe confinement at ChNPP). She
saw how Pripyat and the surrounding villages/towns within the exclusion zone were
evacuated and the emergency planning zone (EPZ) monitoring and security that still
goes on today.

Chaney is applying her Chernobyl experience and training to IDHS' Radiological
Emergency Preparedness (REP) Program. REP coordinates efforts to protect and
respond to potential incidents involving 11 Indiana counties that are within the Ingestion
Pathway Zone (IPZ), the 50-mile radius surrounding a commercial nuclear power plant
of four commercial nuclear power plants in our neighboring states. Chaney uses her
experience of local zone monitoring in areas in and around the IPZ by field sampling,
which seeks to collect data from environmental sources to see how radiation has
affected a site dealing with exposure after an incident with radioactive material. Long-
term recovery is an integral part of what Chaney learned about at Chernobyl, how
communities move forward and grapple with a now-contaminated landscape and learn
to cope with radiation sickness's health and safety concerns moving forward.

"This is probably the single best training I've ever been on," she said. "Chernobyl
reaffirmed my career direction in ways | could never have imagined."

Radiation Awareness Week is Feb. 13 through Feb. 19. You can read further
information about the Chernobyl Accident from the World Nuclear Association.




https://www.in.gov/dhs/fire-and-building-safety/fire-investigations/hazmat-and-radiation/radiation-awareness

http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx
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Rising Opioid Problem Overlooked in COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken over headlines for the past two years. New
variants, a surge in cases, the effectiveness of masks all spark debate about what the
public should and shouldn’t do to protect themselves. But amid all these concerns, CDC
data also shows another rising problem in the country. For the first time, the number of
drug overdose deaths related to opioid use topped 100,000 in a 12-month period.

What does this mean for Indiana? According to the CDC dashboard, predicted deaths in
Indiana rose from 1,878 in April of 2020 to 2,487 in April of 2021. That’s more than a
32% increase in deaths over the course of a year. In light of the deaths from COVID-19,
this number may not seem significant, but it is. The rising number of opioid-related
deaths takes its toll on first responders who respond to these emergency calls, who are
already stretched thin.

“I think it hardens you a bit as an individual and the way you look at society and our
treatment system that we have now,” said Nick Arbogast, a paramedic with the
Richmond Fire Department. “Compassion is always there for the patient, because you
never know what these people are going through. What really makes it tough for me is
when Kids are on scene with their family member struggling with addiction.” Overdose
responses are challenging for EMS crews. Responders can never be sure what they will
find at the scene. “The severity of the call varies from just strange behaviors to patients
that have quit breathing, which is a huge range of impact,” says Kraig Kinney, state
director and counsel of Indiana EMS. “There are associated challenges with an opioid
overdose response that can include vomiting, combativeness and scene safety issues
that take a toll on the responders.”

Safety of first responders has become a concern for leaders in South Bend. “Providers
have been spit at, screamed at, struck and the patient has been not been appreciative



https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm



of being given the Narcan even when they have been agonally breathing (not getting
enough oxygen) and a slow pulse has been barely detected, virtually on the brink of
death,” said Capt. Jeffrey Stoneburner, paramedic captain at the South Bend Fire
Department.

“‘Sometimes it’'s as simple as administering some Narcan intranasal and they pop up
and start talking to you. Other times it's someone who is in cardiac arrest, bystanders
aren’t cooperating, family members are distraught and you have children in the corner,
scared and not understanding what’s going on. Sometimes you feel good because
you’ve saved a life, but sometimes you leave not knowing the outcome and/or future for
the patient and their kids/family members involved,” said Richmond Fire Department
Chief of EMS Kelsey Mayes.

Adding to the complexity of those calls is the concern of where to take patients that
need to be transported. Hospitals are filled with so many COVID-19 patients that many
don’t have room to take in another patient, COVID-related or not.

Indiana keeps a record of any time an EMS responder reports the administration of
naloxone to respond to an overdose. This data is compiled together to create

the Indiana Drug Data Dashboard, which shows the trends where naloxone is
administered the most. Large cities like Indianapolis, Fort Wayne and Gary are hot
spots, but there are also troubled areas in Muncie, Kokomo and Richmond.

Photo credit: Richmond Fire Department

“We are so used to responding to overdose runs that it almost becomes second nature
in treatment,” says Arbogast. “The special approach that it takes with these types of
calls is how you treat the patient once they are awake and needing some support.
These patients are usually going through so much in life that you may be that one



https://www.in.gov/recovery/data/



person that turns it around for them. No judgment, no anger, just compassion and letting
them know that it doesn’t have to be this way.”

“Often, we go to the same person for the same addiction repetitively, which means that
we are just a temporary solution to a much bigger issue for them,” says Mayes.

“Another mental toll is when crews have responded for an overdose call and find they
have treated this patient within the past few days or weeks, sometimes multiple times,”
Stoneburner added. “There is a bit of frustration in these situations as the patient does
not seem to be held accountable for their actions by being directed to addiction centers
or counseling. We all feel they do not necessarily need to go to prison, but when we see
the same patient multiple times, we feel that we are being let down by the system.”

Richmond Fire Chief Jerry Purcell says his city is working to find new ways to combat
this issue. “It's close to my heart that we make progress on this. We are starting a
paramedicine program to make headway on this and visiting other fire departments to
learn new ways to handle this problem.”

Establishing local resources devoted to the opioid epidemic can help first responders
direct patients to get long-term solutions to the addiction versus treating the immediate
condition.

Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIH) Programs

Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIH) programs aim to provide more than just emergency
care and are popping up around the state. MIH is a patient-centered model of care
delivered in a patient’s home or a mobile environment. Community paramedics can visit
patients at their homes and assist with health screenings, vaccinations, treatments and
follow-ups. MIH also can include social work, substance abuse resources, mental
health, chronic disease management and more. These MIH programs can bring
valuable follow-up information and care to an emergency response to reduce the
likelihood of a repeat call.

The Indiana EMS Commission has established a process to review and approve MIH
programs. Getting an MIH program approved by the EMS Commission opens the
program up for reimbursement opportunities and grants. More information is on

the IDHS MIH webpage.

Hamilton County COPE

Hamilton County’s Community Opioid Prevent Effort (COPE) has taken a unique
approach to dealing with the issue. COPE uses a strategy based on improving access
to treatment rather than imposing stricter punishments.

A primary tool created and used by COPE is the Opioid Quick Response Teams (QRT).
These teams work with survivors of an opioid overdose and were revived with Narcan. If
the patient agrees to meet with the team, the QRT checks on the individual, performs a



https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems/mobile-integrated-health



wellness check, identifies the needs of the patient to recover and provides recovery
support.

COPE also provides education for family members in the homes of overdose survivors.
Families get information on treatment options, how to access assistance for housing,
transportation and more. The goal is to reduce any barriers for survivors that make
recovery difficult.

Naloxone Vending Machines
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Naloxone Administration Heat Map

The naloxone vending machine is another tool in the battle against the opioid crisis. In
December 2021, Governor Eric J. Holcomb announced the placement of Indiana’s first-
ever naloxone vending machine at the St. Joseph County Jail in South Bend. It is one of
19 machines to be placed statewide and will be available for use by the public. These
machines give the public access to a medication that could mean the difference
between life and death. Overdose Lifeline is working with the Family and Social
Services Administration (FSSA) Division of Mental Health and Addiction (DMHA) to
identify jails, hospitals and other community sites interested in a vending machine
placement.

The first responder community is already feeling the heavy weight of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the opioid crisis is adding to the daily struggle for EMS personnel. IDHS
EMS district managers are resources and liaisons for EMS individuals and
organizations. District managers address questions about EMS operations and rules,
the ImageTrend data system and complaints and investigations.

Check the IDHS EMS webpage for more information about what EMS district managers
can do for you to help combat issues at the local level.



https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems/naloxone-map

https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems/naloxone-map

https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems/naloxone-map

https://www.overdoselifeline.org/

https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems

https://www.in.gov/dhs/ems/naloxone-map



IDHS encourages EMS providers and organizations to make it a priority to report data to
the state via ImageTrend. Indiana’s dashboard and the CDC'’s calculations are only as
good as the people who report the data. If responders are not accurately reporting the
data, then Indiana is not getting the full picture of the opioid problem. The data you
provide is compiled into reports by national entities. These reports allow IDHS and
others to spot trends that can drive changes in efforts from the national and state levels

to the local level.
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River and Dam Education Efforts to Launch This Spring

Screenshot: Little River Research & Design

Give the River Room is a multimedia resource,
including videos such as the one above
demonstrating river channelization.

The Indiana Silver Jackets will launch an interactive public education tool about river
movement this spring. The online story map is called “Give the River Room.” It guides
users through a scrolling presentation of informative materials and photos of Indiana
rivers and streams, showing how waterways are constantly changing.

The project’s goal is to make communities flood resilient by helping emergency
managers, community leaders and the general public understand how river systems
work and how communities can construct the built environment (human-made
surroundings) in ways that better protect property, save lives and preserve the natural
beauty of waterways.

“Rivers are like a living creature, and although we may move in and try to change the
characteristics of the waterway, the power of the water will eventually win,” said
Manuela Johnson, administrator for the State Disaster Relief Fund at the Indiana
Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) and the state lead for the Indiana Silver
Jackets.

The tool will be released on the Indiana Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR)
website. IDHS and DNR are collaborating on this project to educate Hoosiers. Follow
the IDHS social media channels for news about the project’s launch.

Dam Awareness on the Horizon

April is Low-Head Dam Awareness Month. Public safety and emergency management
agencies looking to increase public awareness of the dangers of these dams can find



https://vimeo.com/402302645

https://vimeo.com/402302645



information on the Low-Head Dams page on GetPrepared.in.gov. The webpage
includes links to a map of known dams, Indiana documentaries and other resources.

The Silver Jackets are planning to hold dam education workshops around the state this
summer with the Army Corps of Engineers and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

The annual Dam Safety conference will take place in Baltimore, Md., in September.
Watch for registration to open this spring on damsafety.org.

National Flood Insurance Program

Flooding is one of the most common natural disasters in the United States. Indiana
experienced 230 flooding or heavy rain events in 2019 alone.

In an effort to reduce the number of homes financially devastated by flooding, the
Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) and FEMA encourage all Hoosier
homeowners and renters to purchase flood insurance protection. While purchasing flood
insurance might seem costly, the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is available
to help provide citizens affordable flood insurance coverage based on the area they live
in.

You can learn more on the IDHS NFIP webpage.



https://www.in.gov/dhs/get-prepared/nature-safety/low-head-dam-safety

https://www.damsafety.org/training-center/conference/dam-safety-2022

https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/national-flood-insurance-program
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Upcoming Trainings

Register for all classes in Acadis Portal.

February

March

April

Feb. 12-13: ICS 400: Advanced ICS Command & General Staff (Kendallville)
Feb. 16-17: Fire Chief Executive Training Program (Plainfield)

Feb. 22-24: Fire Chief Executive Training Program (Plainfield)

Feb. 18-20: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Versailles)
Feb. 25: Animal Issues in Disasters (Danville)

Feb. 26: SAR 530: Lost Person Behavior (Brazil)

Feb. 26: ICS 400: Advanced ICS Command & General Staff (Dyer)

Feb. 28: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Whitestown)

March 1-3: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Valparaiso)
March 3—4: ICS 400: Advanced ICS Command & General Staff (Whitestown)
March 8-9: L146: HSEEP/Homeland Security Exercise Evaluation (Plainfield)
March 12-13: SAR 200: Ground Search Il (Awareness) (Brazil)

March 22-23: ICS 400: Advanced ICS Command & General Staff (Valparaiso)
March 23-25: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Elkhart)
March 25: K9 200: Basic Land Cadaver Techniques for K9s (Brazil)

March 26-27: K9 310: Intermediate Cadaver Search Techniques for K9s (Brazil)

April 9-10: SAR 300: Ground Search Operations (Brazil)
April 23-24: K9 410: Advanced Land Cadaver Search Techniques for K9s
(Brazil)

Professional Emergency Manager (PEM) Program Schedule

March 8-9: L146: HSEEP (Plainfield)

April 4-8: L101: Foundations of Emergency Management (Evansville)
April 19-21: L105: Public Information Basics (Plainfield)

May 9-11: L102: Science of Disaster (Plainfield)

May 17-18: L103: Planning: Emergency Operations (Evansville)
Sept. 7-8: L146: HSEEP (Evansville)



https://acadisportal.in.gov/AcadisViewer/Login.aspx
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