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How You Can Help After a Disaster 
After a disaster, people naturally want to help. To ensure that your donations are as 
helpful as possible: 
 

• If you want to volunteer your time, check with your local voluntary agency or 
local emergency services officials. 

• Financial assistance is the easiest aid to receive, store and provide to people who 
are in need after a disaster. To make sure your donation is put to its intended use, 
donate through a recognized voluntary organization. 

• Before donating food, clothing or other items, please wait for instructions from 
local officials or call a local, established organization. Immediately after a 
disaster, the first priority is the safety of disaster victims. At this point, relief 
workers usually don’t have the time or facilities to set up distribution channels, 
and too often these items are not needed. 

• Once the need for food, clothing or other items as donations is established, 
contact your local officials first. They will know what is needed and where to 
send it. Arrange a drop off time, and be prepared to deliver and unload the items 
yourself. 


