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Indiana Emergency Response Conference 

Award Recipients 
INDIANAPOLIS (9/2/2009 9:29 AM) The Indiana Emergency Response Conference brought together members from the Indiana Fire Chief’s Association, Fire Fighter, Volunteer Fire Fighter and Fire Instructors Associations, the International Association of Fire Investigators of Indiana, as well as the Indiana Emergency Medical Services Commission, the Indiana Ambulance Association, the Hazardous Materials Alliance, and the Fire and Building Safety Division of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security.  Twenty-three distinct awards were given to disserving individuals in the Indiana emergency response community.  The following award recipients are to be congratulated for their hard work, dedication and outstanding service and leadership in emergency response. For photographs of recipients, please contact Howard Buchannan at hbuchano@southbendin.gov, 574-235-7553.
WINNERS 2009

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR
· This year's winning photograph taken by Chris Meyers, Whitley Co. EMS, shows Whitely County paramedics, and Richland Township and Pierceton Firefighters working to extricate a victim from a truck.  In the background is the Parkview Samaritan helicopter coming in for a landing.  This picture caught the judges’ attention because it shows the teamwork between first responders, ambulance personnel, and air ambulance services necessary at any lengthy extrication.  The 2-hour extrication revealed three very fortunate patients who had minor injuries.

EMS FOR CHILDREN


· This award recognizes the efforts of EMS personnel in response to, and in support of, emergencies involving children. Geoffrey Crist, Osolo EMS, Elkhart Co. is a paramedic who is known to maintain calm concentration and the ability to perform the necessary skills when responding to pediatric runs.  He not only maintains Pediatric Education for Pre-hospital Providers (PEPP) and Pediatric Advanced Llife Support (PALS) certifications, but is also an Autism course train-the-trainer.  His experiences with his own child with autism give him great insight which he shares with others in EMS to ensure a proper response to pediatric patients in crisis.
AMBULANCE PROVIDER PUBLIC RELATION AWARD

· Memorial Hospital Ambulance Service, Jasper, Dubois Co., was selected as this year’s winner in recognition of staff efforts to inform the community about the emergency medical services the hospital provides.  Personnel make a conscious effort to present information in a variety of ways and to a wide array of age groups in order to encompass all aspects of the population.  

OTIS R. BOWEN HEROIC RESCUE AWARD


The Otis R. Bowen Heroic Rescue Award is given in recognition of an event that demonstrates a degree of courage and bravery while at the same time showing an understanding of the seriousness of the situation and the risks involved. On March 16, 2009, employees of Knox County EMS, Vincennes, found a pick-up truck stuck on the railroad tracks adjacent to the ambulance station.  Smoke from the spinning rear wheels surrounded the truck.  The 83-year old driver had lost control of the vehicle after suffering a stroke and his foot was pushing the accelerator to the floor.  Hearing the whistle of an approaching train, the employees rushed to the man’s aid.  Dispatcher Krystle Miller contacted central dispatch in an attempt to stop the train.  Paramedic Robin Overton went to the driver’s door and after much knocking and yelling was able to get the attention of the man, convince him to lift his foot off of the accelerator and roll down the window.  As the train continued its approach, Overton was able to reach inside the vehicle and unlock the doors.  Company driver Sue Ballard climbed in the passenger door, slung her leg over the console, and pushed the driver out the driver’s door toward Overton.  Ballard had to pry the driver’s fingers off the steering wheel finger by finger. Overton and drivers Connie Helderman and Sherry Cavender assisted the driver into the office of Knox County EMS.  Knowing that the train was fast approaching and that a collision and possible derailment would mean certain damage to nearby homes not to mention the ambulance station, and the possibility of major injury to personnel, Ballard climbed into the driver’s seat and slammed the truck into reverse while fellow drivers Greg Aker and Becky McLendon pushed from the front. Not only did the efforts or these heroic rescue award winners extend the life of the patient but it gave a grateful family 3 extra weeks with their loved one.
DAVID J. EDWARDS MEMORIAL PRIMARY INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR

· David J. Edwards, a paramedic/firefighter who was also a primary instructor (PI) actively involved in EMS education, was killed while fighting a house fire on February 3, 1988.  This award is presented in his honor. Charles B. Sims, Columbus Regional Hospital Ambulance Service, Bartholomew Co. found EMS as a second career after working many years in the automotive industry.  He has been certified as a PI since 1988 working part-time for Indiana University and Ivy Tech before becoming a full-time instructor and Program Chair for the Paramedic Service Program at Ivy Tech in Columbus, Indiana.  Under his philosophy that “no EMT shall be left behind,” he fulfills his duty to provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to be proficient in pre-hospital care.  The result of this philosophy is a 98% first attempt pass rate by his students on state certification exams.

DISPATCHER OF THE YEAR




· The Dispatcher of the Year Award recognizes the importance of the dispatcher in the delivery of all public safety services and especially in emergency medical service response.  There is a saying “Be nice to your dispatcher or he will tell you where to go.”  This award winner gives such clear instructions, directions and descriptions of the incident that EMS personnel not only know exactly where to go, but what to expect when they get there.  Dispatcher Tyler Clements, Washington County Sheriff’s Department, holds Advanced Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) and telecommunications certifications along with certification from APCO Institute in suicide intervention.   In addition to his duties as a 911 dispatcher, Clements is a volunteer firefighter serving as the Safety Officer for his department, a Certified First Responder, a reserve deputy for the county sheriff’s department, and a deputy emergency manager for the county Emergency Management Agency (EMA).
EMT-BASIC OF THE YEAR

· John Riggs, Evansville Fire Department, Vanderburgh Co. has served his Basic Life Support (BLS) Non-Transport Department for fifteen years.  He acts as the lead instructor for EMS in-service programs and is considered and serves on the department’s hazardous materials team, rope rescue team and confined space rescue team. He is active in the community serving as a co-chair in building two Habitat for Humanity houses and co-chair for his department’s Christmas party for children who otherwise might not have a memorable Christmas.  He is also a coach for area football, basketball and soccer teams.  He proved his devotion goes beyond his fellow man when he and a partner were lowered into a sewer to successfully rescue eight baby ducks which had fallen through the grate.


EMT- BASIC ADVANCED OF THE YEAR


· Several letters of support were received recommending William White, Wells County EMS, as Advanced EMT of the Year, including letters from four different EMS organizations.  Each letter stressed Wells’ dependability, knowledge of EMS and trustworthiness.  They also showed a dedication to public service: 9 years with the present employer, twenty years with another, currently on a part-time basis, and 30 years with a volunteer fire department.  He is an avid hunter who processes his own dear meat and then gives it to families in need of food. He is said to be a leader by example, compassionate, honest, forthright and one who has the un-teachable spirit of giving your all each and every time.

EMT-INTERMEDIATE OF THE YEAR



· Mark A. Humbert with Memorial Hospital Ambulance Service in Jasper, Dubois Co. has been a member of his community’s volunteer fire department for twenty-two years and currently serves as the training officer. He is dedicated to instilling his knowledge and skills to the next generation of EMS personnel by holding many instructor certifications.  He is an instructor for CPR, Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS), an American Heart Train the Trainer, and a Primary Instructor.  In addition to working on the ambulance he also serves as the department’s maintenance officer and a member of the Ambulance Council which reviews policy and procedures, and interviews and hires new employees.  He assisted with the design and creation of the department’s Mobile Disaster Command Center and frequently helps out in the emergency department when not on an ambulance run.  

FRANK D. GILBERT, JR. MEMORIAL PARAMEDIC OF THE YEAR


· The paramedic of the Year is an optimum co-worker, always willing to share knowledge and skill expertise with EMT and First Responder partners. Working for two different provider organizations, he was instrumental in taking his Basic Life Support (BLS) Non-Transport department to the Training Institution level while working full time as a paramedic for the local ambulance service.  He is said to be dedicated to his career, his patients, and his co-workers, always putting their needs above his own.

· Jon Christopher Thomas, Trans-care Ambulance Service, Sugar Creek Fire Department, Vigo Co. is an active firefighter, paramedic, PI, training institution EMS coordinator, and holds certifications in hazardous materials and rope rescue.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR



· Michael Kaufmann, MD received nominations from three different provider organizations. He has taken a hands-on approach to medical direction, visiting department stations to speak with EMS personnel, teaching cadaver labs, riding along on EMS runs and working with departments to assess educational needs.  In addition to conducting monthly audit and review sessions, he also meets with hospital staff and other physicians to build the relationship between them and EMS personnel, and serves as a mediator when issues develop.  Kaufmann is a full time emergency department medical director at a local hospital, and avid runner and cyclist, most recently participating in the Geist Marathon.  His current list of sponsoring agencies includes: Zionsville Fire Department in Boone Co., Carmel Fire Department in Hamilton Co., Pike Township Fire Department in Marion Co., Fishers Fire Department in Hamilton Co., and PHI Air Medical, Dove Flight with St. Vincent Health. 
BLS NON-TRANSPORT PROVIDER OF THE YEAR

· The Evansville Fire Department in Vanderburgh Co. promotes EMS awareness by opening its stations to public tours, attending community public safety events, participating in career days, and being an active participant in the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program.  It assists the local ambulance provider at many community events which draw large crowds.  This organization also supports many local events financially including donations of $1,500 to the National Night Out, $500 to a local high school to buy cribs for needy families, $500 to Easter Seals, and $20,000 to a fund to build a group home for people with Prader-Willi Syndrome. 

EMT BASIC PROVIDER OF THE YEAR

· The Pendleton Emergency Ambulance Service, in Madison Co. was founded in 1975 after the local funeral home ceased to provide ambulance coverage.  It has become one of the largest volunteer services in its geographical area and strives to provide the best quality of patient care to its patients. It promotes EMS awareness through an EMS Rookie program at the local high school, providing AEDs and training in their use as well as CPR training to the local community, conducting blood pressure checks, and hosting a Public Safety Day for the community.   It also participates in the local “Every 15 Minutes” campaign to show the dangers of drinking and driving to students preparing for their high school prom.  They are active in disaster planning and response and are working with the local health department to plan for the H1N1 response anticipated to be needed this fall. 
EMT BASIC-ADVANCED PROVIDER OF THE YEAR


· This provider has served its community for over 50 years as a volunteer EMS organization.  The Aurora Emergency Rescue, Inc. in Dearborn Co. conducts many EMS awareness activities including a “Show and Tell” at local schools, station and ambulance tours, CPR courses, and the distribution and promotion of the ‘Vial of Life” program. Aurora Emergency Rescue Inc. supports and actively participates in local events and festivals and is a key participant with the County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) in planning for and responding to disasters.  

EMT INTERMEDIATE PROVIDER OF THE YEAR
· This hospital based ambulance service is the only ambulance provider in its county and employs 60 EMS personnel.  With less that 24 hour notice Memorial Hospital Ambulance Service in Jasper, Dubois Co. went from covering one-half the county to the entire county when the other ambulance service in the county shut its doors.  The department is unique in that it has set a policy for EMS personnel that not only covers professional appearance and performance, but spiritual and moral performance as well. 
PARAMEDIC PROVIDER OF THE YEAR   
· American Medical Response in Evansville, Vanderburgh Co., and in Jasper, Dubois Co. was the first private ambulance service in the nation to receive and implement the Physio Control LifePak 15 Monitor/Defibrillator with an improved 12-lead algorithm.  The organization was recently reaccredited through Medical Priority Dispatch Systems and is one of only a few departments in the world to do so. It supports disaster response by maintaining a fully stocked disaster resources trailer and by actively participating in all local disaster planning and training activities. It is a key leader in the District EMS Directors Council, contracts with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to provide EMS response in national disasters and provides dispatch services for its homeland security task force.

INDIANA FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

· Organized in 1917, the Indiana Firefighters Association is the oldest Fire service organization in the State of Indiana. Their President, Mr. Roger Johnson and his Board of Directors presented Warren “Butch” Kracy, Terre Haute Fire Department, Vigo Co. with a Life Membership for his dedication and outstanding service, and to Father Frank Kilchine, IFA Chaplin, for his dedicated service to the association.
GOLDEN LIGHT BULB AWARD

· This award was presented by the Fire Chiefs Association (FCA), Public Educator’s Group, and voted for by conference attendees as the favorite or most informative presentation on methods of teaching fire prevention.  Elisabeth Gulley from Hancock Co., winner two years running, summarized her efforts with county fire departments to create on-screen fire safety pieces for movie theatres.
FIRE PREVENTION AWARD




· The Fire Prevention award recognizes an individual or division whose service, professional abilities and leadership have been exemplary in promoting the development of codes and who has served as an example to all fire prevention and fire protection individuals. This year’s recipient is presented to a team of individuals who live by the “prevention” motto every day.  They not only investigate fire cause and origin, but they are also extremely active within their community, attending and participating in local homeowner associations. They are also very involved in their local school system and are dedicated to ensuring students can attend school uninterrupted by violence, fire, intimidation, drugs or anything else that would obstruct the educational process. Congratulations to the Pike Township Fire Department in Marion Co.: Fire Marshal Steve Jones, Deputy Fire Marshal Sam Bruner, Inspector Pam Johnson, Inspector Kevin Cleveland and Administrative Assistant Sarah Sterrett.
TRAINING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 


· The Fire Training Achievement Award recognizes an individual or division whose contributions to training and education of Indiana’s Fire service has made it more effective, safer and more professional. The contribution may be in the form of specific program development or outstanding commitment to raising the level of knowledge, skills and abilities of firefighters and emergency responders locally, regionally or statewide. Douglas Cox, Division Chief for Auburn Fire Dept. in DeKalb Co. has served as a training officer since 2006. He not only serves his department, but also as a District representative for the Indiana Fire Instructors Association and is the Training Council Chairperson for the district as well. In August of 2006, Governor Daniels named Cox’s department the first State of Indiana Firefighter Training Center.

PRESIDENTS AWARD

· The most coveted award bestowed upon an individual by the Indiana Fire Chiefs Association was presented to John Buckman III, Indiana Firefighter Training System, IDHS.  Buckman is also Fire Chief at German Township Fire Dept., Vanderburgh Co.
FIRE CHIEF OF THE YEAR, COMBINATION/VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT

· Following several line-of-duty deaths in Indiana, Bill Newgent, Greencastle Fire Dept., Putnam Co. took significant strides to protect the firefighters within his community by leading the effort to designate structures constructed with engineered truss systems. His leadership on this critical issue sets a standard for the Fire Chiefs throughout not only Indiana, but the program adopted in his city also serves as a model for the American fire service. He identified a significant risk to his personnel and championed a creative response to reduce the possibility of losing one of his firefighters to structures built with engineered lumber systems. He is also very active within the Indiana Fire Chiefs Association and currently is the Chairman of the State of Indiana Memorial Team. He is a Sagamore on the Wabash recipient for his efforts to improve firefighter training in the State of Indiana. His efforts to serve others are tireless and this was ever present when he secured one of the largest Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grants ever awarded for improving communications within his county. 

FIRE CHIEF OF THE YEAR, CAREER DEPARTMENT

· Dale Henson, Decatur Township Fire Dept., Marion Co., a career fire chief since January 1, 1994 served as the volunteer chief two years prior to his hire date. He has severed for several terms and is the current president of the Marion County Fire Chiefs Association. His support of Public Fire Education includes in classroom and field trips for preschools—3rd grade and career day events in the high school. He has served on the Board of Directors for the Indiana Fire Chiefs Association and has contributed countless hours to educating and maintaining the strong leadership of the organization over the past several years. He has been the Chairman of the Indiana Fire Institute for the last five years and is a past President of the Indiana Fire Chiefs Association. Outside of the department, he has been involved in sports and education. He was the coach for the World Police and Fire Games Men’s Softball team where they placed second in the competition.  He coached girls’ softball at Decatur Central High School and currently does one-on-one coaching.  He is the president of the Decatur Township School Board and has been a member since 2007. 
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