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Staff Variance Report For February 3, 2015 Commission Meeting 

AS OF February 2, 2015 

 

“A” category = staff recommendation is for approval with no equal alternatives because of 

noncompliance is not adverse. 

“B” category = staff recommendation is for approval with equal alternatives as stated by the proponent. 

“C” category = reserved, meaning staff believes Commission needs to discuss entirety. 

“D” category = recommendation is for denial. 

“I” category = incomplete (with permission of the Chairman). 

“NVR” category = no variance required. 

 

NOTE: All staff recommendations presume code statements on the variances by the applicant are 

correct, unless otherwise noted. This means that all code statements become conditions of the 

variances and, if not true, the variances would be subject to Commission sanction. All LBO and 

LFO responses that they have received a copy of the application for variance are in order, unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

Tabled Variances: 

 

  

 

14-11-38  C 1445 W. Hoosier Blvd- Bathroom remodel - Peru 

  The code requires accessible restrooms. The request is to not have accessible 

restrooms. Per the proponent, all other requirements of the ADA will be complied 

with and the patients who experience hardship because of this limitation will have 

access to a restroom in a nearby office that complies with all of the requirements 

of the ADA. How far is the other restroom in the other building? What’s the 

hardship? Tabled no proponent. 

 

14-12-05     C York Elementary School - strike plates doors – Bristol  

 The code requires that all fire doors shall not be made inoperable. The request is 

to have a magnetic sliding strike plate cover with a pull handle on the fire door, 

which is not part of the fire-rated assembly. The magnet does not alter the 

function of the door as an exit, the classroom locks and unlocks when the handle 

is engaged. In the event of a lock down, the magnet can be removed quickly to 

make the door locked from the hallway side. No hardship stated. What is the 

rating of the fire doors? How will the non-rated doors protect the exit rated 

corridor from fire, etc.? Tabled at request of proponent. 

              

14-12-28  Salt Creek Brewery Tap Room Expansion - Bloomington 

(a)(b)(c)   

 AI (a) The code requires a passing score in the Fire Safety portion of Chapter 34 to  

   permit a change of occupancy without complying with the rules for new   

   construction.  The request is to receive .8 additional points for the change from a  

   B to an A-2 occupancy.  
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 AI (b) The code requires the application of Chapter 34 to the entire building when  

   evaluating a change of occupancy.  The request is to limit the Chapter 34   

   evaluation to the 2,800 sq. ft. tenant space being expanded.  The tenant space is  

   separated from the remaining tenants by 1-hour demising walls. 

          BI (c) The code requires a fire wall to be used to separate areas for purposes of 

allowable construction type.  The request is to be allowed to use an existing 

exterior masonry wall in lieu of the fire wall. Tabled at request of proponent. 

 

15-01-38      D Wernle Youth and Family Treatment Center-Admin Bldg. – Richmond  

Project #: 15659 

  The General Administrative Rules require existing buildings to be maintained in 

accordance with the rules of the Commission or its predecessor agency at the time 

of construction.  The request is to remove a deteriorated fire escape and not 

replace it.  What is the cost to repair or replace it? 

 

15-01-39 C Robinson Adult Day Services – Gary 

  Project #: 15713  

 The code requires a sprinkler system to be provided throughout buildings with a 

Group I fire area. The request is to not provide a sprinkler system. The proponent 

states the adult day care has been in operation since 2005 and was never told a 

sprinkler system was required until now. Per the proponent, it would be a 

financial hardship to install a sprinkler system. What is the cost to install the 

sprinkler system?  

 

New Variances 

 

15-02-01 

(a)(b)(c)(d) Country Echoes School – Nappanee 

 B (a) The code required automatic sprinkler system will not be installed. The 

building is mixed use E/R-3 occupancy. This is a one room school house with 

fewer than 50 students, and a studio apartment will be provided to the teacher 

during the week. A long life battery operated smoke and heat detection system 

will be interconnected with alarms installed throughout the building. The 

classroom will have two exits. 

 A (b) The code required illuminated exit signs will not be installed. The school is 

located in an Amish community that does not provide electricity. Highly 

reflective, photo- luminescent exit signs will be provided at all exit doors. There 

will be hard- piped L.P. gas lights or Coleman lanterns or Leacock lights installed 

for lighting. 

 A (c) The manual fire alarm system will not be installed. Per the proponent, given 

the small size of the school building, the manual pull station is not necessary. 

 A (d) The code required means of egress illumination will not be installed. This 

rural Amish school is not powered by electricity to power the emergency lighting. 
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15-02-02  Mt. Olive Mennonite Church – Montgomery 

 B The code requires an automatic sprinkler system be installed in a 2 story Group A 

occupancy. The request is to not install the automatic sprinkler system. Per the 

proponent; The Davies county rural water system cannot support an automatic 

sprinkler system. Total cost of the project is $241,500.00 the cost for an automatic 

fire suppression system is $ 91,500.00. 

 

15-02-03  Seymour Christian Academy – Phase I – Seymour 

 B The code requires accessible restrooms. The request is to use the restrooms that 

were installed 15 years ago and the design did comply with ADA at that time.  

  Per the proponent; the other restrooms in the facility have compliant facilities. 

  Phase II will have additional accessible restrooms. 

 

15-02-04  Mississinewa High School Auxiliary Gym – Gas City 

 B The code requires a structurally independent wall, between an addition and an 

existing building. The request is to not have a structurally independent wall. Per 

the proponent; the auxiliary gym addition will be separated from the 1974 original 

building with the existing masonry exterior wall in lieu of a fire wall in 

compliance with current code.  The existing wall construction is in 2 different 

thicknesses; 8" cmu + 4" brick, and 10" cmu+ 4" brick. The auxiliary gym will be 

11,622 sq. ft. in area, and will be classified as E Occupancy and Type II-B 

construction. The existing roof trusses over the existing main gym are parallel to 

the existing masonry wall.  The existing primary structural frame is connected to 

the masonry wall. Based upon the mass of the existing wall and structural 

independence from the addition, the lack of a separate structurally independent 

fire wall will not be adverse to safety. The cost of a separate structurally 

independent fire wall is estimated at $65,000. 

 

15-02-05  747 College – Indianapolis 

(a)(b)(c)(d)  

 C (a) The code requires elevators to be provided with standby power in order to be 

considered part of an accessible means of egress. The request is to not provide the 

standby power. This is a 5-story podium building, Type I-A, V-A construction, 

with 8,400 sq. ft. commercial space on the ground floor, parking spaces on the 

2nd floor and residential apartments on floors 3-5. The first and second floor will 

be sprinklered with an NFPA 13 system and the 3rd, 5th floor will be sprinklered 

with an NFPA 13R system. Per the proponent, an area of refuge, including a 

wheelchair space will be provided at each upper floor level landing in each of the 

2 stair enclosures serving each of the upper floor levels. The areas of refuge in 

stairs or accessing elevators are not required in buildings protected throughout 

with an automatic sprinkler system. The hardship is the cost to install and 

maintain an emergency generator on the site.  How much is the cost? 

 C (b) The code permits an NFPA 13R system to be installed throughout Group R 

occupancies not exceeding four stories in height. The request is to install an 

NFPA 13R system on floors 3-5 and install an NFPA 13 system on floors 1- 2. 
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The podium building will have commercial and parking on the ground and 2nd 

floor below the 3-hour floor assembly and apartments on the 3rd and 5th floors. 

Per the proponent, the hardship is the cost of providing a full NFPA 13 sprinkler 

system in the Type VA, R-2 occupancy building, which would require the attic 

and open-web floor joist cavities to be sprinkled. 

 C (c) The code permits the podium structure to be a maximum of 1 story above 

grade plane. The request is to have 2 stories above grade plane. Per the proponent, 

the 2nd floor will be Type I-A instead of Type V-A construction, and having 2 

stories above grade plane instead of 1 story, does not change the overall building 

height. The proponent states the hardship to be requiring the entire building to be 

of noncombustible construction, or otherwise not permit the 2nd floor of open 

parking garage, which is critical to the success of the project. What is the cost to 

make the building noncombustible construction? 

 C (d) The code requires new buildings to be designed meeting the requirements of 

the 2010 Indiana Energy Conservation Code, based upon ASHRAE 90.1, 2007 

Edition. The request is to design the residential portion in accordance with 

Chapter 4 of the 2009 Edition of the International Energy Conservation Code. The 

proponent states identical variances have been approved before. The proponent 

states the use of the 2009 IECC will result in cost savings for a residential 

development, without sacrificing energy efficiency. 

 

15-02-06  Kappa Delta Sorority House Renovation - Bloomington 

 C REMODEL 

  The code requires an exhaust hood be installed 10' above grade. The request is to 

allow the installation of the exhaust hood to discharge at 7'9" above grade. The 

new exhaust outlet will be located in exactly the same location as the existing 

outlet. The new hood will be larger than the existing hood in order to 

accommodate new equipment. There is no other viable location for placement of 

the new hood, given existing conditions. 

 

15-02-07  Honors College and Residences - West Lafayette 

(a)(b)(c)(d)(e)  

 B (a) The code requires the supporting construction of a fire barrier to be protected 

to afford the required the fire- resistance rating of the fire barrier supported. The 

request is to allow a one-hour separation between floor/ceiling assemblies in lieu 

of two-hour assemblies within the Type II-A portion of the building. The 

sprinkler system water supply duration will be not less than 120 minutes in lieu of 

the code required 30 minutes. Hardship involves the cost to upgrade the 

construction from Type II-A to achieve a two-hour floor assembly. 

 C (b) The code requires an exterior exit to be readily visible to and identifiable from 

the point of termination. The request is to have a stair exit into a hall way that is 

not readily visible or identifiable from the point of termination of the exit 

enclosure. Per the proponent; the exterior exit discharge door is visible within a 

maximum 20-foot travel after discharge from the exit enclosure with a clear and 

obvious path of travel to the exterior exit discharge. Hardship, is the desire of the 
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design team to have the main forum and circulation areas on the first floor be 

aesthetically pleasing spaces. 

 A (c) The code requires fire-resistance-rated corridors to be continuous from the 

point of entry to an exit and not be interrupted by intervening rooms.  Per the 

proponent, the community room will be open to the 1-hour corridor and the main 

level of the new R-2 addition. The building will be protected with an NFPA 13R 

sprinkler system. The design of the corridor will comply with Section 28.3.6 of 

the NFPA 101, Life Safety Code. The proponent states the lounge areas opening 

into the corridors are an important operational feature and design, providing a 

place for residents to socialize outside of their dwelling units. 

 C (d) The code limits the occupant load in Group A to less than 300 persons. The 

request is to allow the Great Hall on the main floor of an (A-3, A-2 Occupancy) to 

have a calculated occupant load of 671 persons based on concentrated assembly 

use. Per the proponent; the automatic fire sprinkler design will exceed code 

minimums, and the exits from the Great Hall will exceed both the minimum 

number and capacity.  Five remote exits will be provided (minimum three 

required by code) with two of the five exits opening directly to the exterior.  Each 

exit has a minimum capacity of not less than 340 persons based on 0.2-inches per 

person for a total exit capacity of 1,700 persons. The great hall is a key element of 

the honors college program and will function as a multipurpose room which may 

include uses such as impact classroom, seminars, and receptions and for 

recruitment of perspective new students to the program. 

 C (e) The code requires the area above an open parking garage to not exceed the 

height and area of limitations permitted under Section 406.5. The request is to 

allow the area over an open parking garage to exceed the height and area over 

Section 406.5. Per the proponent; automatic fire sprinkler design will exceed code 

minimums.  The basement and first story (all areas below the horizontal 

separation) will be not less than 0.2 GPM over the most remote 1,500 SF and the 

R-2 occupancy above the podium will be not less than 0.1 GPM over the most 

remote 1,500 SF with no area reduction. The assembly area requires a high ceiling 

for both aesthetics and functional use of the space; however, it is not practical or 

economically efficient to design the entire first floor height to accommodate one 

area.  It is the opinion of Purdue University that the alternatives provide an 

acceptable level of safety. 

 

15-02-08  Northview Elementary School – Gas City 

(a)(b) C (a) The code prohibits additions made to a building or structure plus the existing 

building or structure from exceeding the height, number of stories, and allowable 

area. The request is to add a 3,186 sq. ft. kitchen/server addition to a 52,000 sq. ft. 

Type III-B construction school. The proponent states a 2-hour fire barrier will be 

provided to separate the existing cafeteria space of 6,015 sq. ft. + the proposed 

addition from the rest of the existing building. Per the proponent, it would not be 

feasible to provide a structurally independent fire wall to separate the new 

addition from the existing building due to the size of the openings and the location 

of the existing load bearing elements. 
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 C (b) The code requires fire walls to extend from the foundation to a termination 

point at least 30’ above both adjacent roofs of buildings. The request is to have 

the fire wall that separates the 3,186 sq. ft. kitchen addition from the remainder of 

the building, to terminate at the roof deck of the addition. Per the proponent, the 

roof of the existing building is at a higher elevation than the roof of the addition. 

The proponent states there is an existing cmu. wall that is connected to the 

existing structure that will also separate the addition from the existing building. 

The proponent advises the hardship is extending the fire wall above the roof of the 

addition would result in the elimination of existing clerestory windows, which are 

desired to be retained to bring in natural light into the existing cafeteria space. 

 

15-02-09  LaSalle Apartments - South Bend 

(a)(b)(c)(d)  EXISTING BUILDING. 

 C (a) The code requires two exits from a roof top deck above a second story. The 

request is to allow one exit on a roof top deck of a 9 story building. Per the 

proponent; an exterior rooftop deck of 727 square feet for use by residents, with a 

calculated occupant load is 49. The building is an existing 9-story + basement 

hotel constructed in 1910. The hotel closed in 1973. The proposed project will 

convert the building into residential apartments.     

 C (b) The code requires interior stairways connecting four stories or more to be 

enclosed in not less than 2-hour fire resistance construction. The request is to not 

install a 2 hour fire resistance vertical opening. Per the proponent; there is no 

specific vertical opening application in Sec. 712 that addresses this type of 

vertical opening.  A score for complying vertical openings will be indicated in the 

Chapter 34 Analysis for the project. The building is an existing 9-story + 

basement hotel constructed in 1910.  The hotel closed in 1973.The proposed 

project will convert the building into residential apartments. The building includes 

a 2-story lobby connecting the 1st and 2nd floor. Floors 3-9 will be apartments, 

the 2nd floor will include apartments and a fitness room.  The 1st floor is reserved 

for one or more restaurant tenants.  The basement includes a large community 

room, as well as mechanical and storage use.  A bulkhead with close-spaced 

sprinklers will be provided at the ceiling level of the stair between the basement 

and 1st floor.  Close-spaced sprinklers will be provided at the ceiling level above 

the door transom at the pair of doors on the 1st floor leading to the 2-story lobby 

connecting the 1st and 2nd floor. Any alterations to the 2-story lobby would 

prevent the preservation of a historically significant element of the building.  The 

building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and the Indiana 

Register of Historic Sites and Structures.      

 B (c) The code requires a elevator to accommodate an ambulance stretcher. The 

request is to allow a new elevator cab to be installed within the existing hoist 

ways and not meet the minimum dimensions required to accommodate a 24" x 

84" stretcher. Per the proponent; demolition and reconstruction of the existing 

elevator hoist way construction would prevent the preservation of a historically 

significant element of the building. The building is listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places and the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures. 

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 C (d) The code requires all Type I and II construction to be noncombustible 

materials or be fire- retardant-treated wood. The request is to allow existing roof 

and decking to be wood (joists and trusses) which has created a 4 foot attic space. 

Per the proponent; the score of +3 for allowable height in the Chapter 34 analysis 

is based upon Type I-B Construction.  If Type III-A is used, the score is -10.  The 

building will be protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system per 

NFPA 13, including sprinkler protection within the attic space created by the 

existing wood roof structure. Imposition of the rule would require demolition of 

the existing roof structure, and re-roofing of the original concrete roof deck. 

 

15-02-10  Monroe County Parking Garage – Bloomington 

(a)(b) C   (a) The code requires interior stairways connecting four stories or more to be 

enclosed in not less than 2-hour fire resistance construction. The request is to not 

enclose the stairway that serves the work release program (I-3 occupancy) and the 

open parking garage(S-2 occupancy). Per the proponent, the building is 9-stories, 

Type I-B construction, with the work release program being 1-story and the open 

parking garage being 8 stories. The proponent states the stair serving both the I-3 

occupancy and open parking garage will be sprinklered and the stair will be 

separated at the level at which it serves the I-3 occupancy with 1-hour 

construction. The proponent advises the hardship is an operational hardship to 

enclose the stair with 2-hour construction. The owner wishes to have vision 

panels in the stair doors and side lights into the stair for security reasons. Why 

can’t they use rated glass? 

 C (b) The code requires an automatic sprinkler system to be provided   

 throughout buildings with a Group I fire area. The request is to not  

 sprinkler the open parking garage (S-2 occupancy) because it is not  

  otherwise required to be sprinklered. The proponent states it is a cost  

  hardship to sprinkler the open parking garage just because the building 

  contains a Group I fire area. Why can’t they provide a fire wall to separate the 

two buildings? 

 

15-02-11  Bank One Garage Apartments - Indianapolis 

(a)(b)(c)(d)(e)(f)(g) 

 C (a) NEW CONSTRUCTION The code requires the maximum building height to  

  not exceed 60'. The request is to allow the height of the building to exceed 60' by 

being 64' above grade of plane. Per the proponent; the project involves the 

construction of wood-frame, Type V-A, apartments over a Type I-A apartment 

building. The apartments located in the lower podium building will be protected 

with an automatic sprinkler system per NFPA 13. It is a cost hardship to provide a 

NFPA 13 sprinkler system throughout the 4-story apartment building in order to 
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permit the building to be an additional 4 feet in height. The NFPA 13 system in 

the VA building would require additional sprinkler protection within the attic and 

open-web floor joist cavities. What is the cost difference? 

 C  (b) NEW CONSTRUCTION 

  The code requires apartment buildings over 4 stories in height to be sprinkled 

with an NFPA 13 system. The request is to allow a NFPA 13R system to be 

installed in lieu of a NFPA 13 system. The hardship is the cost of providing a full 

NFPA 13 sprinkler system in the Type VA, apartment building, due primarily to 

the requirement to provide sprinkler protection within the attic and open-web 

floor joist cavities. What is the cost difference to make it compliant? 

 C  (c) The code requires no openings be allowed in a party wall which is adapted for 

joint service between the two buildings. The request is to allow openings in a 

party wall for access from the apartments to the parking garage. The openings are 

protected for convenience and are not required means of egress. What is the 

parking garage construction? 

 C  (d) NEW CONSTRUCTION 

  The code requires separation of the indoor fire pump units to be separated from all 

other areas of the building by 1-hour fire-rated construction. The request is to 

allow the incoming domestic water line to be located in the same room as the fire 

pump for the sprinkler system. Per the proponent; the incoming domestic water 

line being located in the same room as the fire pump will not be adverse to the fire 

pump. The hardship is an operational hardship to locate the incoming domestic 

water line and fire pump in separate rooms. Due to the small lot footprint the 

building is limited on space and proper access. What is the cost to separate them? 

 C/D  (e) The code requires no dead end corridor to exceed 20'. The request is to allow a 

dead end corridor of 30', 10" over the allowed dead end corridor. Per the 

proponent; the maximum travel distance to an exit is 165 feet, code permits 250 

feet. The hardship is that the owner does not wish to add a door across the 

corridor in order to reduce the dead-end corridor 20 feet or less, due to security 

concerns.  Why can’t they use magnetic hold opens? 

 C  (f) The code requires elevators over 5 stories to have a backup generator installed. 

The request is not install a backup generator to run the elevators. Per the 

proponent; an area of refuge, including a wheelchair space will be provided at 

each upper floor level landing in each of the 2 stair enclosures serving each floor 

level.  Areas of refuge in stairs or accessing elevators are not required in buildings 

protected throughout with an NFPA 13 automatic sprinkler system. The hardship 

is the cost to install and maintain an emergency generator on the site. What is the 

cost to install the generator? What is IFD’s opinion on not having a backup 

generator? 

 C  (g) The code requires that a mezzanine not exceed 50% of the floor area. The 

variance request is to permit the lofts to be considered as mezzanines in lieu of a 

story and be over 50%.  9 of the apartment mezzanines are approximately 83% of 

the area they are open to below, 1 is approximately 60%. The project involves the 

construction of wood-frame, Type V-A, apartments over a Type -IA apartment 

building. The 1st floor of the podium apartment building (R-2 Occupancy) is 

approximately 10,422 and the mezzanine level is approximately 3,461 square feet. 
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The wood-frame, 1-hour rated, apartment building (R-2 Occupancy) will be 4-

stories and approximately 11, 641 square feet per .floor. The hardship is the 

various costs of providing building features for a 6-story building. What is the 

total cost of the project? What is the total cost to make these units compliant? 

What % of the units are effected? 

 

15-02-12  Butler University Parking Garage - Indianapolis 

 C  The code requires all S-1 fire areas exceeding 12,000 sq. ft. and located more 

than 3 stories above grade plane, where the storage of commercial trucks or buses 

and the fire area exceeds 5,000 sq. ft. to be fully sprinkled. The request is to not 

fully sprinkler the S-1,  6 tier parking garage, which will have buses stored on the 

first tier and will have an  NFPA 13 sprinkler system installed in the first tier 

only. Per the proponent; the entire parking garage is of non-combustible concrete 

of Type I - B construction.  Except for the first tier, the parking garage is 

classified as an open parking garage. The undue hardship is the cost and difficulty 

(sloping pipes, fire pump, and concern of frozen pipes) of installing an automatic 

fire suppression system in an open parking garage, when the real hazard on the 

first tier is protected according to code. 

 

15-02-13  Grissom Hall Renovation EGP - West Lafayette  

(a)(b)(c) B  (a) The code requires buffer springs. The request is to use alternative buffer 

springs in lieu of the current code by requesting variance from Section 2.22.1 of 

the Indiana Elevator Safety Code to allow the use of equivalent buffer springs. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (b) The Code required suspension means will not be installed on an MRL 

elevator. The request is to comply with the 2010 edition of A17.1, which has not 

been adopted in Indiana. Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (c) The code requires a 9.0 governor rope to be installed. The request is to use 

MRL technology which uses a 6.3 mm diameter governor rope, which is 

permitted in the 2010 edition of A17.1 which has not been adopted in Indiana. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 

15-02-14  Active Learning Center - West Lafayette 

 C  The code requires roof construction and associated secondary members to be 1 

hour fire rated. The request is to allow exposed non fire rated trusses and 

secondary members to be non-fire rated. Per the proponent; This facility will be 

protected with a sprinkler system designed to provide a density of at least 0.20 

gpm / ft. 2 over the most remote 1500 ft. 2 (an ordinary hazard II design).  This 

robust sprinkler system design is capable of delivering at least twice the volume 

of water per square foot than that resulting from a light hazard design, and the 

system will be better able to control a fire that might develop in the reading room. 

Hardship, an alternative fire-resistance rated roof/ceiling design will not provide 

the desired ambiance in the reading room. Why can the trusses not be painted 

with fire retardant paint? 

 C (b) The code allows a dead end aisle longer than 20 ' where seats beyond 20' 

dead-end aisle are not more than 24 seats from another aisle, measured along a 
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row of seats having a minimum clearance of 12" plus .5" for each additional seat 

above seven in a row. The request is to allow; two classrooms in the proposed 

Active Learning Center (ALC) will have portions of the dead-end assembly aisles 

beyond 20 feet separated from another aisle by more than 24 seats.  One 

classroom configuration (room 1132) will have aisles separated by 36 seats.  The 

other classroom configuration (room 1018) will have aisles separated by 48 seats. 

Per the proponent; the portion of the aisle access-way has been increased to a 

minimum 36" clear width (code would not require the clear width of aisle access-

ways to exceed 22" for up to 100 seats between aisles).  The aisle access-ways 

will terminate at aisles having a minimum width not less than 48" rather than the 

code minimum 36" aisles. It is the opinion of Purdue University that the 

additional width of the aisles and aisle access portions of the space provide an 

equivalent level of safety to that prescribed by code. 

 

15-02-15  Remodeling for Three Sisters Cafe - Indianapolis 

 B  The code requires separate restroom facilities for each sex in A-2 occupancy. The 

request is to have a pair of unisex toilet rooms, one existing and one new. The 

previous use of the building was an M occupancy. The project involves 

renovation of a portion of the 1st floor, plus a kitchen addition of 480 square feet. 

The proponent advises, the proposed design complies with Sec. 213.2, exception 

1, 2010 ADA Standards, which permits a single unisex toilet room to be provided 

in the same area and on the same floor as the inaccessible existing toilet room 

where it is technically unfeasible to alter the existing toilet room to meet current 

standards. Per the proponent, the hardship has to do with altering the existing 

toilet room to meet current accessibility standards due to the limited floor space. 

 

15-02-16  Indiana Convention Center - Tractor Rodeo - Indianapolis 

 C  The code requires that fueled equipment not be stored, operated or repaired within 

a building. The request is to allow riding lawn mowers and push mowers in a 

building for an event that includes a tractor rodeo for which 15-20 riding 

lawnmowers and 10-15 push mowers will be stored and operated with blades 

disengaged. The vehicles are operated by gasoline. Per the proponent; the 

exhibition halls exhaust system will be in operation for this event.  The event 

employs safety staff which will monitor carbon monoxide levels throughout the 

event. Fire extinguishers will be provided throughout the rodeo at locations 

indicated by the event and convention center’s safety staff and additionally 

augmented as requested by the LFD. Exposed electrical and plumbing floor ports 

will be protected from the infiltration of fluids in the area of the rodeo. Mowers 

will need to be refueled throughout the day but just outside of the convention 

center. How many feet away from door, are mowers refueled? Will they always 

be stored away from main exit access aisles, corridors, covered and open exits? 
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15-02-17  Comlux Hangar 

 C  The code prohibits automatic fire-extinguishing systems to be considered an 

alternate for the purposes of exceptions or reductions in the code for installation 

of an automatic sprinkler system throughout the building. The request is to be able 

to use high expansion foam in part of the addition and the existing 1-story aircraft 

hangar and use an automatic sprinkler system in the other part of the addition and 

the existing 2-story office and shop, and classify the building as fully sprinkled. 

This is a 135,952 sq. ft. Type II-B construction building with 101,532 sq. ft. on 

the first floor and 34,420 sq. ft. on the second floor. The addition is 28,500 sq. ft., 

with 21,500 sq. ft. being added to the first floor, and 7,000 sq. ft. being added to 

the second floor. Per the proponent, aircraft hangars are to be designed in 

accordance with NFPA 409, which the high expansion foam will comply. The 

proponent advises the hardship is the code requires aircraft hangars to be provided 

with a fire suppression system designed in accordance with NFPA 409, but the 

code does not have provisions which permit reductions or exceptions in the code 

when alternative fire extinguishing systems are provided. Does it comply with 

903.3.1.1.1? 

   

15-02-18  14 West Maryland Renovation - Indianapolis 

   EXISTING BUILDING 

  C The code requires the construction work within the scope of the addition or 

alteration conform to the requirements for new construction. The request is to 

allow construction work to not conform with the rules of the Commission, by 

allowing 283 sq. ft. to be added to the rooftop Terrace Level classified as a 5th 

story.  The allowable height of the building is 3 stories for new construction based 

upon 1st and 2nd floor A-2 Occupancy.  The Chapter 34 evaluation permits up to 

4 stories. Per the proponent; the project involves conversion of the 3rd and 4th 

floor from hotel to an owner-occupied single-family residence (R-2 Occupancy), 

and limited renovation of the restaurant tenant space.  The Terrace Level addition 

is for a private elevator for the residence, a small elevator lobby, and a single-

occupant rest room for the residence.  The outdoor rooftop terrace is part of the 

dwelling unit.  The building is classified as Type III-B Construction. Hardship; 

The Terrace addition will provide a lobby space for the elevator and a small rest 

room for owner convenience.  Imposition of the rule would eliminate this small 

desired area for the owner.  

 

15-02-19  Willkie Quad Lounge Renovation - Bloomington 

 NVR  EXISTING CONSTRUCTION 

  The code requires fire-resistance-rated corridors to be continuous from the point 

of entry to an exit and not be interrupted by intervening rooms.  Per the 

proponent, the project involves the lounge renovation and very limited associated 

work on each of the floors. The buildings are Type I-B Construction, and R-2 

Occupancy. The open lounge areas are an important feature of modern university 

dorm design. 
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15-02-20   Children's Park Child Care Center - Mooresville 

C  The code requires automatic sprinkler head for commercial cooking system, to be 

replaced at least annually. The request is to not replace the sprinkler heads. Per 

the proponent, there is a fire suppression system over a residential stove and 

there's no frying of any kind ever done. In addition, the proponent states there is 

no oil of any kind ever in the building. All foods are heated using only the ovens, 

except for canned vegetables which are heated briefly on the stove-top. Therefore, 

the proponent feels a commercial grade suppression system is unnecessary. The 

proponent advises the hardship is due to poor economy, they are currently 

experiencing monetary difficulties, and the expense would be a burden. 

 

15-02-21   TMMI Fire Alarm System Replacement - Princeton 

(a)(b)   REMODEL 

B (a) The code requires area of the strobe to cover 40 ft. by 60 ft. with two strobe 

appliances. Irregular areas and areas divided should plan at least one 15 cd 

appliance in each 20 ft. x 20 ft. area. Per the proponent; strobe notification device 

spacing will be consistent with the original design installed in 2000.The owner's 

undue hardship is the difficulty of locating the visual strobe devices in accordance 

with the spacing required by the code. Providing more strobes to reduce the 

spacing would create power supply problems for the building and synchronizing 

problems. How many sq. ft. will each strobe appliance cover? 

 C (b) The code requires area of the strobe to cover 40 ft. by 60 ft. with two strobe 

appliances. Irregular areas and areas divided should plan at least one 15 cd 

appliance in each 20 ft. x 20 ft. area. Per the proponent; strobe notification device 

spacing will be consistent with the original design installed in 2000.The owner's 

undue hardship is the difficulty of locating the visual strobe devices in accordance 

with the spacing required by the code. Providing more strobes to reduce the 

spacing would create power supply problems for the building and synchronizing 

problems. How many sq. ft. will each strobe appliance cover? 

 

15-02-22    Huntingburg EMS Facility Renovation - Huntingburg 

 A  The code requires at least one of each type of fixture provided in toilet and 

bathing facilities, to be accessible. The request is to not install an accessible 

shower in a proposed new restroom. This is a renovation of an existing 3,586 sq. 

ft. EMS building. Per the proponent, the shower is not a required fixture and it is 

provided for use by EMS personnel, which they are required to be able-bodied as 

a requirement of job function. The proponent states the hardship is an accessible 

shower requires additional approach space and due to the small floor area of the 

facility, there is very limited space available. 

 

15-02-23         B Vanderburgh County Jail Electrical Room – Evansville 

 The code requires a Group I occupancy to have an automatic sprinkler system 

throughout the building. The request is to not install one in the electrical, security, 

communication and dispatch room. The adjacent control room has 2 smoke 

detectors and a dry fire suppression system.  This room is also manned by a 

corrections officer 24 hours a day 365 days a year.    
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15-02-24         C Casey’s General Store Distribution Center - Terre Haute  

The code requires that sprinkler system requirements for aerosols and flammable 

liquids be different systems. The request is to have both items stored in a 

distribution facility and use the more restrictive code. Per the proponent; the 

proposed sprinkler protection method is to select the most restrictive design to 

provide the highest density and area of sprinkler operation combined with storage 

methods that are equal to or less than what is allowed for the limited amounts of 

the product in a retail sales environment. This distribution facility contains a 

limited amount of those types of products combined with other commodities. 

What is the limited amount?  

 

15-02-25  ECHO Community Health Care - Evansville 

 B  The code only permits special locking arrangements in Group I-2 buildings. The 

request is to allow special locking arrangements in a B Occupancy Medical 

Clinic. Per the proponent; All 7 Items in Section 1008.1.9.6 will be complied with 

including unlocking when fire alarm system activated, lock disabled on loss of 

power and nurse station constantly attended during business hours. The hardship 

is unauthorized parties can gain physical access due to insufficient entry/exit 

access controls. A facility security plan is implemented, which protects the 

facility with appropriate entry/exit controls to ensure that only authorized. 

 

15-02-26  Heritage Adult Day Care - Gary 

 C  The code requires a sprinkler system to be provided throughout buildings with a 

Group I fire area. The request is to not provide a sprinkler system. The proponent 

states the adult day care has been in operation since 2005 and has passed all local 

fire and health inspections and was never told a sprinkler system was required 

until now.  Per the proponent, it would be a financial hardship to install a 

sprinkler system. What is the cost to install the sprinkler system? 

 

15-02-27  Tate and Lyle Company Bldg. - Lafayette 

 C  NEW 

  The code requires supervised control vales at the point of connection to the riser 

of each floor in a building 4 stories or more. The request is to allow the fire 

system to not be zoned by floor. Per the proponent; This process structure has 

many levels (up to 7) and some are open to the floor below but due to their size, 

they are considered by the code as floors.  The system in each building (52 and 54 

will contain 2 separate zones and  limiting the zones to 3 floors per zone and a 

maximum size that does not contain more than a 750 gallon  water capacity. The 

hardship is the structure contains processing equipment that creates a combination 

of 6 platforms/floor levels.  The equipment enclosure building will not be heated 

which requires the installation of dry type systems.  In order to zone the systems 
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by floor levels (including platforms) up to 6 dry pipe systems would be required.  

Additionally the systems would require additional "home run piping" from the 

level being protected to the dry sprinkler riser slowing the water delivery time 

from the proposed method utilizing 2 dry pipe systems per building. 

 

15-02-28   Friary Elevator – St. Francis 

 NVR The code requires a LULA elevator travel distance to not exceed 25'. The request 

is to allow a travel distance of 29.5 ft. on a LULA elevator. Per the proponent; the 

LULA elevator will be located in Friary's private residence area and needs to be 

able to access the lowest level of the building.  

  The Indiana Elevator Code does not regulate elevators in private residences. 

 

15-02-29 A Franciscan St. Margaret Health – Hammond 

  The code prohibits the removal of or tampering with any fire appliances. The 

request is to remove hoses leaving only standpipe connections. Per the proponent, 

the Hammond Fire Department has advised that they prefer to use their own hoses 

above ground in the event of a fire emergency. The proponent states the 

Hammond Fire Department requests that additional hoses be installed in 

significant fire load areas in the hospital basement. The proponent advises the 

hardship is it would require additional acquisition and maintenance expense for 

something the local fire department does not want.  

 

15-02-30  New Albany High School Science Lab Addition -New Albany  

 C  The code prohibits additions to buildings or structures plus the existing building 

or structure from exceeding the height, number of stories, and allowable area. The 

request is to add classroom additions to 3 science rooms, which per the proponent, 

will increase the existing 210,354 sq. ft. over-area school building, by an 

additional 1%. The proponent states smoke detectors will be added to the 3 

affected science rooms and each science room will have a door exiting directly to 

the exterior. Per the proponent, the addition to the 3 science rooms cannot be 

separated with a 4-hour fire wall because the purpose of the project is to make the 

science rooms larger. 

 

15-02-31  Elanco Animal Health Clinton Laboratories - Clinton 

(a)(b)(c)(d) B  (a) The code requires buffer springs. The request is to use alternative buffer 

springs in lieu of the current code by requesting variance from Section 2.22.1 of 

the Indiana Elevator Safety Code to allow the use of equivalent buffer springs. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (b) The Code required suspension means will not be installed on an MRL 

elevator. The request is to comply with the 2010 edition of A17.1, which has not 

been adopted in Indiana. Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (c) The code requires a 9.0 governor rope to be installed. The request is to use 

MRL technology which uses a 6.3 mm diameter governor rope, which is 

permitted in the 2010 edition of A17.1 which has not been adopted in Indiana. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 
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 C (d) The code requires a designated electrical protection device for a car speed 

reducing switch, at car speeds of 200 FPM and 350 FPM. The request from Otis is 

to use alternate technology for providing a speed reducing switch required by 

ASME A17.1 section 2.18.4.2.5. Otis is using the 3rd channel (C channel) on the 

main encoder to provide this input into the control algorithms. The A and B 

channels of the encoder are used for primary/ secondary position and speed for 

the control system. The C channel is utilized presently as a redundant check for 

the A and B channels and as an independent speed methodology to provide the 

ETSD (2.25.4.2) function, A17 required. The ETSD input is a designated 

electrical protective device. The manual reset will be provided via the same reset 

switch as the uncontrolled motion reset switch. The Gen 2 at 200 systems is 

designed to be compliant with A17.1, 2007 with exception of components such as 

the alternate speed reducing switch technology which has A17.7 (AECO) 

approval.  Otis has agreed on previously granted variances to install a means of 

visually inspecting the governor reset switch for the cab mounted governor.  Otis 

will agree to the same for this project. 

 

15-02-32  ISU Mills Hall Renovation – Terre Haute 

 (a)(b)(c)(d) B  (a) The code requires buffer springs. The request is to use alternative buffer 

springs in lieu of the current code by requesting variance from Section 2.22.1 of 

the Indiana Elevator Safety Code to allow the use of equivalent buffer springs. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (b) The Code required suspension means will not be installed on an MRL 

elevator. The request is to comply with the 2010 edition of A17.1, which has not 

been adopted in Indiana. Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (c) The code requires a 9.0 governor rope to be installed. The request is to use 

MRL technology which uses a 6.3 mm diameter governor rope, which is 

permitted in the 2010 edition of A17.1 which has not been adopted in Indiana. 

Similar variances have been previously granted 

  B  (d) The code requires a designated electrical protection device for a car speed 

reducing switch, at car speeds of 200 FPM and 350 FPM. The request from Otis is 

to use alternate technology for providing a speed reducing switch required by 

ASME A17.1 section 2.18.4.2.5. Otis is using the 3rd channel (C channel) on the 

main encoder to provide this input into the control algorithms. The A and B 

channels of the encoder are used for primary/ secondary position and speed for 

the control system. The C channel is utilized presently as a redundant check for 

the A and B channels and as an independent speed methodology to provide the 

ETSD (2.25.4.2) function, A17 required. The ETSD input is a designated 

electrical protective device. The manual reset will be provided via the same reset 

switch as the uncontrolled motion reset switch. The Gen 2 at 200 systems is 

designed to be compliant with A17.1, 2007 with exception of components such as 

the alternate speed reducing switch technology which has A17.7 (AECO) 

approval.  Otis has agreed on previously granted variances to install a means of 

visually inspecting the governor reset switch for the cab mounted governor.  Otis 

will agree to the same for this project. 
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15-02-33  Normal Hall Renovation – Terre Haute 

 (a)(b)(c) B  (a) The code requires buffer springs. The request is to use alternative buffer 

springs in lieu of the current code by requesting variance from Section 2.22.1 of 

the Indiana Elevator Safety Code to allow the use of equivalent buffer springs. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (b) The Code required suspension means will not be installed on an MRL 

elevator. The request is to comply with the 2010 edition of A17.1, which has not 

been adopted in Indiana. Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 B  (c) The code requires a 9.0 governor rope to be installed. The request is to use 

MRL technology which uses a 6.3 mm diameter governor rope, which is 

permitted in the 2010 edition of A17.1 which has not been adopted in Indiana. 

Similar variances have been previously granted. 

 

15-02-34  Rural Health Office - Spencer 

 C  The code requires that sprinklers used in flat combustible concealed spaces be 

listed for such use. The listing of the sprinkler requires that draft stops 1/3 the 

depth of the space be installed to compartmentalize the area in 1000 sq. ft. areas.  

The request is to not install draft stops. Per the proponent, unobstructed space will 

allow sprinklers to develop full spray pattern. The proponent states draft stops add 

cost without adding an additional value to life safety or property protection. What 

is the cost to add draft stops? 

 

15-02-35  Glenwood School - Evansville  

 C  The code requires egress doors to be readily operable from the egress side 

without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort. The request is to have a 

special egress device on the special education classroom door. The proponent 

advises the building is fully sprinklered, door is always unlocked unless student 

with bracelet gets within 3' of door, and the door unlocks if loss of power, 

activation of fire alarm, or if overridden by a teacher. Per the proponent, the 

hardship is since the students cannot be adequately restrained, this device is the 

only way to protect them. 

 

15-02-36  SMC Corporation - Noblesville 

(a)(b)           C  (a) The code requires corridors to be a minimum of 44 inches wide. 

 The request is to have exit corridors in the east and west entrance of the building 

to be only 40 inches wide. Per the proponent, both floors of the building has an 

occupant load of approximately 170 people and based on that, by code exit 

capacity, only 12 inches would be required. The proponent states the building will 

be sprinklered with an NFPA 13 system. The proponent advises the hardship is 

the use of existing walls with relocated revolving door and new swinging door is 

desirable to minimize alteration impact on the building. 

     C (b) The code requires revolving doors to be capable of collapsing into a book fold 

position with parallel egress paths providing an aggregate width of 36 inches. The 

request is to have revolving doors/high turnstiles that are only 27 inches and do 

not collapse. The doors will be in 4 locations, east and west offices, 

factory/warehouse exits, and the entrance. Per the proponent, the hardship is the 
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cost to replace the doors will cost approximately $500,000. In addition, the 

proponent states the doors will provide security for the employees by limiting 

entrance to an individual one at a time, and a larger width would permit more than 

one individual on one card access. 

 

15-02-37   Think Ahead LLC - Indianapolis 

 C The code requires that facilities, elements and spaces be accessible to persons 

with physical disabilities. The request is to have a non-compliant, sink, 

microwave, and counter top and eating area in an employee’s break room. The 

owner's undue hardship involves the cost to demolish and remove and construct 

all elements not in compliance. This was not cited until near completion and 

within a few days of occupancy. Why was this not designed to meet the 

requirements of the code?  

 

15-02-38  Chef JJ’s – Indianapolis 

(a)(b)(c)(d)(e)(f)  

 C (a) The code requires a ceiling height of not less than 7'6". The request is to allow 

a ceiling height of 7'. Per the proponent, occupied spaces are limited to restaurant 

employees. There will be three (3) offices and storage in the basement. Will the 

basement be sprinklered also with NFPA 13 system? 

 C (b) The code requires all party walls on a lot line between two adjacent buildings, 

be constructed as a fire wall. Fire walls shall have sufficient structural stability 

under fire conditions. The request is to allow a party wall that is not a structural 

independent wall to be used. Per the proponent; Existing wall of adjacent building 

to the northwest will be used as a party wall.  The existing wall is not structurally 

independent. Adjacent building of concrete and masonry construction is 

approximately 2,000 sq. ft. How much floor area will be lost to install a structural 

independent wall? How much is the actual cost? What is the total cost of the 

project? 

 C (c) The code requires discharge of a grease duct to terminate more than 10' from 

the adjacent property line. The request is to allow the grease duct to discharge less 

than 10' from the property line. Per the proponent; Cooking uses portable grills 

which will have a Type I exhaust hood. Given offset limitations of duct achieving 

more than 10 is difficult. What are the alternatives? 

 D (d) The code requires at least one accessible route connecting each accessible 

level to person with physical disabilities. The request is to use a enclosed platform 

list in lieu of an accessible route. Per the proponent; a platform lift in an enclosed 

hoist way will be provided near the existing west entrance.  While the building 

code does not permit a platform lift to be used for access (1109.8) it appears to be 

an appropriate application.  The lift will also serve the basement. Will the VPL 

comply with Section 1007.5 required standby power to be used as and accessible 

means of egress? Why use an enclosed shaft on this VPL? Enclosing it creates 

additional fire hazard, if the commission allows it to be used as the accessible 

route. 

 C (e) The code requires an accessible means of egress, to comply with Section 1107. 

The request is to allow a non-accessible means of egress. Section 1107 requires 
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exit and exit access to comply with 1015 and 1015.1. The applicant does not state 

the occupant load in the application. Section 1007.2 requires compliance with 

Section 1007.5 to use a VPL in lieu of an accessible exit. Will this comply with 

the Section 1015, 1015.1 and 1007.5? 

 C (f) The code requires a fire- resistance rating  and  a fire separation distance  of 5' 

from the inside and a fire-resistance rating of exterior walls with a fire separation 

distance of less than or equal to 5' rated from exposure to fire from both sides. 

The code allows any wall located on a lot line to be used or adapted for joint 

service between the two buildings, as long as a fire wall is constructed in 

accordance with Section 706. The request is to have a non-rate fire wall/ party 

wall with openings. What is the cost to comply with Section 706?   
 

. 

djdjdj 
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