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Evacuating During a Flood
During a flood emergency the safest course of action may be to evacuate your home, work place, school, or other location. Any emergency evacuation can be a stressful experience, but knowing what to do, where to go, and how to get there safely will help you stay calm and get you and your family to refuge.

Flash flooding can happen at a moment’s notice giving you only seconds to escape, so if you are advised to evacuate, you should do so immediately. Even if floodwaters have been rising over a longer period of time, once they reach a critical level, authorities will advise you to evacuate and you must act quickly.

Plan ahead:

· Know your area’s flood risk and your elevation above flood level. If unsure, call your local Red Cross chapter, emergency management office, or planning and zoning department.

· Know safe routes from home, work, and school that are on higher ground.
· Fill your vehicle’s gas tank and make sure the emergency kit for your car is ready. 

· If no vehicle is available, make arrangements with friends or family for transportation. 

· Identify essential documents such as medical records, insurance cards, ID cards and put them in water proof material to carry with you during evacuation.  

· Fill your clean water containers. 

· Adjust the thermostat on refrigerators and freezers to the coldest possible temperature. 

· Listen to NOAA Weather Radio, local radio or TV stations for evacuation orders.

· Listen for disaster sirens and warning signals.
· If there is any possibility of a flash flood, you may not want to wait for instructions to seek higher ground. Once a flash flood warning is issued, you may have only seconds to escape.

Get out:

· You should NEVER ignore an evacuation order. Authorities will direct you to leave if you are in a low-lying area, or within the greatest potential path of the rising waters.
· If you are advised to evacuate you should take IMMEDIATE action. Just a few seconds can mean the difference between escaping the floodwaters and being trapped.

· Grab your emergency kit on your way out the door and make sure no one is left in the building.

· Secure your home ONLY if you are absolutely sure you have time to do so. You may also want to bring in outdoor furniture and move essential or valuable items to an upper floor. 
· If you have time and if you are instructed to do so, turn off utilities at the main switches or valves. Disconnect electrical appliances, but do NOT touch electrical equipment if you are wet or standing in water.

· NEVER refuse to evacuate for the sake of a pet or other animal. Only if you are confident you have time should you worry about taking pets with you. Remember though, many shelters usually do NOT allow pets inside due to sanitary concerns.
Traveling in a vehicle:
· Do NOT drive in flooded areas. If floodwaters rise around your car, abandon the car immediately and move to higher ground on foot. Act quickly, or you and the vehicle may be swept away.

· Remember, six (6) inches of water will reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of control and possible stalling. 

· A foot (12 inches) of water will float many vehicles, and just two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles INCLUDING sport utility vehicles (SUVs) and pick-ups.

· NEVER drive through flooded roadways. Roadbeds may be washed out under floodwaters. 
· Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize high water danger.

· Road closure information is available from the Indiana State Police at https://www.IN.gov/isp. Click on “road and weather” and then click on “road conditions.”  Road closings should be updated every four (4) hours.

Traveling on foot:
· Do NOT walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can knock you off your feet and swift currents can drag you under the surface.
· If you must walk through water, walk where the water is NOT moving. Use a stick, broom handle, or other long object to check the firmness of the ground in front of you.

· If the weather is colder, remember the risk of hypothermia associated with being wet and cold.

· Avoid floodwaters that may be contaminated by oil, gasoline, or raw sewage. Water may also be electrically charged from underground or downed power lines.

· Exercise extreme care when walking through water with children. Whenever possible, always have children wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket to prevent drowning. 

· If you find yourself stranded in floodwaters remain calm and call 911 or yell for help. A panicking person is more likely to make wrong decisions. Only swim if you absolutely have to and do not swim against the current. If you are a rescuer, remember to throw a rope or flotation device to the person or row a boat out to them, but never go into the water yourself. A panicked swimmer may drag you under with them.

Shelter:

· Seek high ground.

· Listen to your portable radio or other source to find out what action to take next.
· Stay out of any buildings surrounded by floodwaters.

· Keep away from buildings if their structural integrity has been compromised by water damage.
· Return home only when authorities indicated it is safe.

· All evacuees and those who evacuate are urged by the Red Cross to register on the “Safe and Well” at https://disastersafe.redcross.org/. This tool allows people in disaster-affected areas to register their well-being using several pre-scripted messages. Family and friends can then log on and search for registered individuals to learn of their whereabouts and safety. People without access to a computer or without electricity can call the Red Cross (1-800-RED-CROSS) for help registering, or contact a loved one to register on their behalf.
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