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Disaster-Related Fires
Disaster-related fires are fires create by emergency lighting or heating sources. Understanding how disaster-related fires can start and preparing to prevent those fires can save lives and property.
Home heating safety:
· Most home-heating fires involve portable heaters and space heaters; with room gas heaters and kerosene heaters accounting for the highest fatality risk. But all heating systems, including fireplaces, can be dangerous if they are not used and maintained properly.

· Before buying any heating equipment, check with your local fire department to make sure what you are buying conforms to local building and fire codes. When shopping for portable space heaters, look for automatic shut-off safety features.

· All portable heating equipment should bear the mark of a independent testing laboratory, indicating that the heater has met basic safety standards.
· Inspect all heating equipment annually, and clean as necessary.

· For vents and chimneys remember:

· All fueled heaters must be vented to prevent dangerous carbon-monoxide build-up in your home. 

· Creosote and carbon deposits, caused by inefficient combustion in fireplaces and wood stoves, can coat chimney flues and pose a fire hazard. You should have your chimney inspected by a professional before each heating season, and have it cleaned, if necessary.

· Unusually high concentrations of chimney deposits could mean your fireplace or wood stove is not burning efficiently and should be inspected for safety.

· Consider installing a spark arrestor on top of any chimney that vents a solid-fuel, such as stoves and fireplaces. 

· Check with your local fire department for more instructions on installing heaters and vents.

· For space heaters remember:

· Keep all combustible materials away from portable and space heaters. Place all space heaters at least three feet away from furniture, walls, curtains, and anything else that burns.

· Plug your electric-powered space heater into an outlet with sufficient capacity and NEVER into an extension cord.

· Turn off space heaters whenever the room they are in is unoccupied or under other circumstances when the manufacturer’s instructions say they should be turned off.

· Portable heaters are easy to knock over in the dark and should be turned off before you go to bed.

· Use the proper grade of fuel for you liquid-fueled space heater.

· Refuel your heater outdoors in an area away from structures where spills will not present a fire hazard. Refuel only when the equipment is cool, adding fuel to a hot heater can cause the fumes to ignite.

· For fireplaces remember:

· When you use your fireplace, protect your home from sparks by using a fire screen made of sturdy metal or heat-tempered glass. 

· Burn only seasoned wood—never rubbish—in your fireplace.

· Add wood carefully; sparks can escape into the room while the screen is open.

· Allow fireplace and woodstove ashes to cool before disposing in a metal container, which is kept a safe distance from your home.
· Be sure dampers are in working order, and never leave fires unattended—especially in an area used by children or pets.
Candle safety tips

· Many times candles are used for alternate lighting as decoration around the holidays and should be used with caution.
· Never leave a burning candle unattended.

· Extinguish candles before leaving a room, leaving your home, or going to sleep.

· Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can burn including decorations, paper, wreaths, and bows.

· Keep all candles, matches, and lighters out of reach of children and pets.

· Make sure lit candles are not in places where they can be accidentally knocked over.

· Use sturdy, non-flammable candle holders that will collect dripping wax.

· Trim wicks to ½ inch long or crooked wicks can cause uneven burning and dripping.

· Do not use candles in bedrooms or sleeping areas.

· Use a flashlight, not a candle, for emergency lighting.
· Consider using battery-operated flameless candles.

· Extinguish candles when they burn down to within two inches of their holder or decorations.

· To avoid hot wax spatter, blow out a candle by holding your finger in front of the flame and blow at it. The air flow around your finger and extinguish the candle from both sides, preventing spatter.

· Never use a candle as a decoration on a Christmas tree.

Holiday decorating safety

· When you bring your Christmas tree home, cut one or two inches off the bottom and place the tree in water as soon as possible.

· Remember to keep your tree base filled with water at all times. Left un-watered over time, a tree’s needles can dry out and catch fire more easily.

· Keep your tree safe distance (at least three feet) from fireplaces, radiators, space heaters, heating vents and other sources of heat.

· Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

· Carefully inspect each electrical decoration before plugging it in. Cracked sockets and frayed, bare, or loose wires can cause serious electric shock or start a fire.
· Be sure to use light strings that bear the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Mark. The UL Mark on a product means that UL has tested samples of the product for risk of fire, electric shock and other hazards.

· Do not connect more than three light string sets together. Light strings with screw-in bulbs should have a maximum of 50 bulbs connected together.

· Turn off all electrical light strings and decorations in your home before leaving home or going to bed.
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