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Grissom ARB hosts mock disaster 

By NANCY BENDER  

BUNKER HILL - Just like the Boy Scouts, emergency responders are to always be prepared for any incident. 

Sometimes that's hard to accomplish without knowing how to react to an emergency dispatch. 

During an all-day exercise Saturday at Grissom Air Reserve Base, emergency responders from all 11 counties of the Indiana 
Homeland Security District 3 and state agencies joined forces to work a simulated incident. 

"This is a District 3 exercise," said Miami County Emergency Management Agency Director Mike Peconga. "Since (Grissom 
Air Reserve Base) is a state training facility, we were able to meet here for the exercise." 

Motorists trying to navigate sections of Grissom from northwest Foreman Drive to Hoosier Boulevard were met with 
emergency vehicles blocking the roadway. Located west of the miniature golf course sat a vehicle which was used as part of 
the exercise. 

Emergency personnel responded to an "exercise" dispatch where there had been an explosion and a truck was smoking. 
While at the simulated scene, responders notified other agencies there was a potential safety risk as a suspected bomb had 
been used in the explosion and possibly emitted radioactive material. 

As emergency personnel practiced the necessary steps that would be taken in such a crisis, local officials - Miami County 
Commissioners Greg Deeds and Jon Faust - observed and waited for information from the EMA. Although observers, the 
commissioners were informed they could be nearby but outside the response area in an observer staging area away from 
the exercise. 

"This is the first (emergency exercise) I've been to," said Deeds. "I've been to table top exercises, but this is the actual first 
full-scale exercise." 

While waiting for information, the commissioners overheard radio traffic that the area surrounding the simulated explosion 
was "evacuated." At that point, Faust questioned whether or not commissioners should have been informed of that action. 

"We're all learning from it, that's why they're doing it," said Deeds. "This is the first time they've responded to this. The 
second time is always a lot easier. There are all types of guidelines (emergency responders) need to follow, but until they 
practice it, they don't know how it will go." 

In case of such an emergency, Deeds said commissioners would probably report to the Miami County EMA office on 
McKinstry. 

"(Emergency responders) have come a long way," said Faust. "You know really, it's good to have this kind of exercise. It's 
during (the simulation) you realize what needs to be done." 

http://www.wabashplaindealer.com/articles/2009/03/30/local_news/local1.txt�


The success of the exercise also leaned heavily upon the agencies within District 3 to share information and cooperate. 

"On a daily basis, we communicate with Grissom Fire Depart-ment, Miami County EMS, EMA and Miami County Sheriff's 
Office," said Tim O'Brien of the Pipe Creek Volunteer Fire Department. "They normally support us and we support them. 
We've known about the Indiana National Guard's 53rd Civil Support Team for years, but now we've been able to put a face 
with the names." 

"(By working with) the different organizations, we've learned how we can work together," added Jerry Humphrey of the 
Pipe Creek VFD. "I think (the exercise) has allowed us to better understand what each organization brings to (an 
investigation or emergency response)." 

Captain Shawn Lawhorn of the Allen County Sheriff's Department agreed with both men, noting there is some trepidation in 
working an emergency with unfamiliar personnel. 

"It's difficult, without a doubt," said Lawhorn. "Some people can be really proprietary. They may be resistant to having 
outsiders come into their back yard." 

"It's good to say that we can all work together," said Bernie Beier, Allen County/Fort Wayne Homeland Security director. 
"But we all have to work hard to work together. And that's what today was about - being able to respond to an emergency 
and work with each other to secure the public's safety." 

Indiana Homeland Security District 3 is comprised of the following 11 counties: Miami, Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Huntington, 
Lagrange, Steuben, Wabash, Wells and Whitley. Emergency Management Agencies from all 11 counties participated in 
Saturday's exercise. 

Also participating were Miami County 911, Grissom Air Reserve Base Fire Department, Pipe Creek VFD, Fort Wayne Fire 
Department HazMat Team, Auburn Fire Department HazMat Team, Grissom Air Reserve Police, Allen County Sheriff's 
Department, Miami County Sheriff's Office, Wabash County Sheriff's Department, Indiana Department of Homeland 
Security, Indiana National Guard's 53rd CST, Indiana Department of Health, Indiana State Police and Indiana Public Safety 
Commission. 
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WCSI Local News 

County Receiving Homeland Security Grants 

 
County Receiving Homeland Security Grants 
Bartholomew County Commissioners voted to accept two grants from the Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
at their Monday meeting. One grant pays for half of the salaries for the local Emergency Management Agency, as 
well as some miscellaneous expenses. Another grant is called a "Web GIS" grant. It is designed to help counties 
share information with the state. 

EMA Director, Dennis Moats says the Web GIS grant is coming from a 2007 fund that helps counties to set up a web 
presense that allows local governments to share data with the state. Moats equates these funds as "use it, or lose it". 
If Indiana does not spend the money given them, it must be returned to the federal government. Moats says it should 
take roughly one month for the county to receive the funds from the two grants approved Monday by County Council.  
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WTHI – TERRE HAUTE 

Homeland Sec. holds 
earthquake exercise 

Updated: Friday, 03 Apr 2009, 6:20 PM EDT 
Published : Friday, 03 Apr 2009, 4:46 PM EDT 

 News Staff  

VIGO COUNTY, Ind. (WTHI) - The Indiana Department of Homeland Security District 7 held an earthquake 

preparedness exercise Friday. 

The district includes Sullivan, Greene and Vigo Counties in Indiana. 

They tested communication between police, emergency management and area hospitals to make sure they could 

handle medical emergencies in the case of a disaster. 

The district uses these tests to improve its care in emergency situations. 

"The information we've collected, that drives our training in the future to see what we can improve upon to enhance 

our response capabilities," task force director Melissa Buell said. 

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security District 7 will use the results of Friday's drill to improve the plans and 

response in future drills and emergency situations. 
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Cedar Lake fire victim identified 
By Kathleen Quilligan 
kathleen.quilligan@nwi.com, (219) 662-5331 | Tuesday, March 31, 2009 

DNA testing has identified the man who died in a Cedar Lake house fire Saturday morning as 56-year-old 
Toby Holloway, the Lake County Coroner's office said. 
 
Preliminary autopsy findings show smoke inhalation and extensive burns killed Holloway, the coroner's 
office said. 
 
Authorities have said the fire was intentionally set using an accelerant. A detective with the Indiana State 
Fire Marshall's Office said accelerant was poured throughout the house and the remnants of a container 
were found in the living room where the fire started. 
 
Cedar Lake firefighters responded about 7:30 a.m. Saturday to a call of a fire near 138th Lane. 
 
The case is pending at this time, and is still under investigation by the Lake County Coroner, the Indiana 
Fire Marshall, Cedar Lake Police and the Cedar Lake Fire Department.  
Copyright © 2009 nwi.com 
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Official: Cedar Lake arson killed one 
By Times Staff | Sunday, March 29, 2009 

CEDAR LAKE | An early morning house fire Saturday that killed one person has been ruled arson, Cedar 
Lake Fire Chief Todd Wilkening said. 
 
Cedar Lake firefighters responded to a call about 7:30 a.m. of a fire near 138th Lane, Wilkening said. 
 
Wilkening said his department, along with Cedar Lake police and the Indiana State Fire Marshal's Office, 
concluded the fire had been intentionally set using an accelerant. 
 
The fire claimed one victim, Wilkening said. Aside from the victim, there did not appear to be anyone else 
at the home at the time of the fire, he said. 
 
The Lake County coroner's office said the victim is a man whose identity is unknown at this time; the 
office is calling him "John Doe." The office said an autopsy is scheduled for today. 
 
Detective Jeff Roseboom, of the Indiana State Fire Marshal's Office, said the victim was found in the 
living room where the fire was started. 
 
Wilkening said he could not comment on whether anyone is a suspect in the arson. Police Chief Roger 
Patz did not return calls seeking more information.  
Copyright © 2009 nwi.comsubscribe   |   about/contact us  
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EMINENCE  

The newly operational Morgan County Arson Task Force and the A & A Township Fire Department have been investigating 
three fires that occurred last weekend in the Eminence area. According to Morgan County Chief Deputy Robert Downey, that 
investigation has lead to five suspects who have admitted to setting the fires in Morgan County and one fire in Owen County. The 
names of those involved will be released when they are charged.  

Downey said there was a fire reported at 5 p.m. on March 28 on Cooper Road in Owen County. At 3 a.m. March 29, a barn fire 
was reported on Lewisville Road. Then at about 6 p.m., March 29, there was another fire reported on County Road 540 N. near 
Rhoades Road. At around 10:30 p.m. on March 30 a house at 12670 West Walters Road was destroyed by fire.  

On Wednesday, Downey said four people were questioned by members of the task force. Those four implicated a fifth person. 
That person was questioned on Thursday. Downey said all five people confessed to being involved with the fires.  

The task force is comprised of people from the Indiana State Fire Marshal’s Office, the Morgan County Sheriff’s Department, the 
Mooresville Fire Department, the Madison Township Fire Department, and the Morgan County Prosecutor’s Office. The groups 
have been working individually and together for years. Last year, they formed a task force under the county sheriff’s department. 
The task force operates much like the county’s death investigation team as it brings together experts from around the county and 
the state to help with investigation.  

Back to Fire 

http://www.reporter-times.com/stories/2009/04/04/news.qp-8625889.sto�
http://www.reporter-times.com/shop/class.php
http://www.reporter-times.com/pt/
http://www.hoosiertimes.com/jobs/
http://www.hoosiertimescars.com/
http://www.reporter-times.com/letters/
http://www.reporter-times.com/contact.php
http://www.reporter-times.com/subscribe.php
http://www.reporter-times.com/about.php


 
 
 

Local News 

 

 Teen Girl Is Second To Die After Gary House Fire 
 
The 17-year-old cousin of a toddler killed Tuesday in a home fire in northwest Indiana succumbed to her injuries Wednesday 
afternoon at a northwest suburban hospital.  
 
Valerie Archie of 3684 Adams St. in Gary, Ind., was pronounced dead at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge 
at 3:10 p.m. Wednesday, a Cook County Medical Examiner's office spokesman said. 
 
Archie died of carbon monoxide intoxication from inhaling smoke and soot during a house fire, according to the spokesman, 
who said her death was ruled accidental. 
 
The teen's death comes one day after her 15-month-old nephew, Tyronne Beeks Jr., died at Methodist Hospital Northlake in 
Gary. Lake County (Ind.) officials said he also suffered soot and smoke inhalation, and was pronounced dead at 2:25 p.m. 
Tuesday. 
 
That was four hours after the Gary Fire Department was called to 1424 E. 51st Ave. for the house fire. 
 
Jeff Roseboom, a detective with the Indiana State Fire Marshal's office, said Archie was at the house babysitting Beeks, her 
nephew, while his mother was away. 
 
Wendell Harris, an investigator with the Gary Fire Department, said firefighters were called to the house at 10:13 a.m. 
Flames were shooting out of the northeast bedroom and the home was full of smoke and fire. A coroner's office spokesman 
said the Archie and Beeks were found in a bedroom. 
 
The victims were unconscious when firefighters found them, Harris said.  
Roseboom said there were no smoke detectors in the house. 
 
The fire was extinguished within 10 minutes and has been ruled accidental, Harris said. Roseboom said he couldn't rule out 
a halogen light left on in the master bedroom sparked the blaze. 
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April 6, 2009 

UPDATED: Flora man burned in apt. fire 

 
STAFF REPORT  

A Flora man was severely burned in a Sunday night fire in his apartment. 

Steven R. Dixon, 54, was pulled out of his burning apartment at 415 W. Clem St. by a Flora police officer 
and a neighbor shortly after 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Dixon was rushed to the burn center at Wishard Hospital in Indianapolis by Carroll County Emergency 
Medical Services. He was listed in stable condition as of 8 a.m. today. 

Dixon sustained second degree burns to roughly 70 percent of his body as well as smoke and heat 
inhalation, according to the Flora Police Department. 

While waiting for the arrival of the fire department, the Flora police officer and neighbor who pulled out 
Dixon also notified other residents of the 20-unit apartment building of the fire. 
 
The Flora Fire Department was able to put out the blaze quickly upon arrival. Damage was contained to 
the west end of the complex. 
 
One unit is a total loss, police said, and two adjoining units have smoke and water damage. 
 
The Indiana State Fire Marshall's office is assisting with the fire investigation. The cause is unknown, but 
foul play has been ruled out at this time, police said. 
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Brazil, Indiana ~ Monday, April 6, 2009  

Southern Clay County fire determined as arson 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
By IVY JACKSON, Times Staff Reporter  
LEWIS -- Preliminary results of a fire investigation at a southern Clay County residence are in.  

Shortly after 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, members of the Lewis Township, Clay City Volunteer and 
Jasonville fire departments were dispatched to an engulfed structure fire at a residence located at 
4976 West County Road 1150 South.  

Although firefighters were able to get control of the fire quickly, they stayed on the scene until 
after 11 p.m.  

Because it had been unoccupied for at least a year, Lewis Fire Chief Bryan Husband requested 
the Indiana Department of Homeland Security Division of Fire and Building Safety to send a fire 
marshal to the scene to help determine the cause the fire.  

"Preliminary results have determined the fire was set," Husband told The Brazil Times, but 
added he was waiting for a full report from the Fire Marshal's Office to discuss further details.  

© Copyright 2009, Brazil Times 
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March 30, 2009 

Fire that damanged Carrington Woods home under investigation 

 
THE STAR PRESS  

MUNCIE —An investigation continues into a house fire in Carrington Woods on Friday that might have 
been set to cover a burglary. 

Hamilton Township Volunteer Fire Department crews were dispatched about 11 a.m. following reports of 
the blaze at 6009 N. Cumberland Trail. 

The owner, Doug Townsend, and his family were on vacation and the house was unoccupied. 
 
Fire Chief Tim Baty said he considered the blaze to be of suspicious origin. The fire caused extensive 
smoke and heat damage throughout the house. 
 
The fire appeared to have burned several hours before it was noticed by a property surveyor, and its 
cause and origin remain under investigation by township firefighters and the Indiana State Fire Marshal’s 
office. 
 
Delaware County sheriff’'s investigators also are looking into the theft of electronic equipment and other 
personal property from the house, according to sheriff’s Lt. Robert Pyle, who suggested the fire could 
have been set to cover the burglary. 

Back to Fire
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Indiana's NewsCenter Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 

Federal Flood Aid Washed Away? 
Originally printed at http://www.indianasnewscenter.com/news/local/42367882.html 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. (Indiana's NewsCenter) - The floods of March 2008 caused big problems. 

Now, nearly a month later, those same floods are causing new problems. 

Heavy March rains inundated northeast Indiana with as much as 5 inches of rain. The saturated 

soil simply could not hold it all, so rivers and stream swelled well above flood stage in many 

areas. 

In Noble County alone, hundreds of homes and businesses were damaged by the rising water. 

The damage, authorities say, could have been much worse if it weren't for various flood 

mitigation projects throughout the area.  

Ironically, those protection measures could be preventing more help from coming. 

Officials with the Maumee River Basin Commission say their flood control measures were 

sucessful enough, that they are having trouble qualifying for federal disaster aid money. That 

money they say, is still needed to help clean up and control future floods. 

Back to Flooding
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March 26, 2009 

State officials await flood damage reports 

THE NEWS 

Residents whose property was damaged from wind and flooding earlier this month in northern Indiana 
have until Friday to report that damage by phone. 

The number, (866) 210-1925, will be staffed from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday. Damage reports also 
can be made online at www.in.gov.dhs through Monday. 

Residents will be asked to provide their name, address, phone number, damage to property and types of 
damage the property sustained. 

Losses can include structural damage to homes and loss of personal property. 

THE BACKGROUND 

Severe weather that began March 8 caused damage in Carroll, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Noble, 
Pulaski, White and Whitley counties. 

Many residents were displaced as they waited for floodwaters to recede. 

The original reporting deadline, which was Monday, was extended to allow residents more time to assess 
damages. 

THE IMPACT 

Information collected will be used to help local emergency management agencies and the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security preliminarily assess damage to see whether federal assistance can be 
pursued. 

More counties may be added as floodwaters recede and additional damage is reported. 
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Do not take the weather for granted 
Times-Mail Editorial Board  
April 2, 2009  

Lawrence County has seen its fair share of inclement weather during the past few months. From ice and snow to devastating 
tornadoes, Mother Nature has shown her fury once again.  

And it’s not likely to get better for awhile.  

Spring in Indiana is often full of treacherous thunderstorms, rainy days and flooding.  

We’re used to it, but should not be complacent.  

Weather is not something to take for granted.  

Yet, how many of us — when the tornado sirens sound — run outside first to take a glimpse at the sky instead of retreating to the 
safety of our basements? When a tornado warning has been issued for our neighborhoods, do we take shelter? Or, do we wait 
until we see that funnel cloud next door before running for cover?  

Complacency is dangerous.  

“How many people, when they hear the warning sirens sound, head outside and look at the sky,” asked Valerie Luchauer, 
Lawrence County’s director of emergency management. “Instead, we need to get to safety. We’re too complacent because the 
sirens have gone off too many times and nothing happened. It happens in any situation like that, and we end up putting ourselves 
in danger.”  

When the tornadoes hit Lawrence County nearly a month ago, we were once again witnesses to the awesome power of nature. No 
one was seriously injured, and we were lucky for that. But after seeing three homes completely destroyed and dozens of others 
damaged, we know it could’ve been a lot worse.  

Tornadoes happen in Indiana. They happen a lot, and not creating a plan for safety is almost like playing Russian roulette.  

Be prepared for inclement weather. Have a plan in place.  

“Watch the weather forecast, and know what is coming upon you,” Luchauer noted. “If there’s a storm prediction for our area, 
then plan ahead. Know where you and your family will be during that time and be prepared for the worst.”  

Planning ahead is the best way to ensure safety.  

Don’t let yourself become complacent.  
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