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March 18, 2009 

Red Cross honors 16 for heroism 

 
By Scott Thien 
scott.thien@indystar.com  

An Indianapolis man credited with saving a woman from attacking pit bulls and another who rushed to the 
aid a friend on fire are among 16 citizens and emergency responders headed for induction into the local 
Red Cross Hall of Fame. 

Thomas L. Wimberly, who beat back four attacking dogs on Nov. 3, 2008, and Anthony Hubbard II, who 
used his bare hands to extinguish flames on friend Oct. 8, 2008, will be honored Thursday morning during 
the 50th Annual Red Cross Hall of Fame Awards presented by Conseco. 

The awards “celebrate the heroism of local citizens and emergency responders,” according to a news 
release today by the American Red Cross of Greater Indianapolis. 
 
Wimberly and Hubbard join a Columbus man, six officers from the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Department and seven members of the Indianapolis Fire Department expected to attend the 9:45 a.m. 
event at Plainfield High School, 1 Red Pride Drive in Plainfield. 
 
The honorees will receive lapel pins and plaques at the ceremony. 
 
“These are people who when presented with a life and death situation put somebody else before 
themselves,” said Ann Gregson, a Red Cross spokesperson.  
 
Speakers include Indiana State Fire Marshal Jim Greeson. WISH (Channel 8)’s Scott Sander is host of 
the event. 
 
Those expected to attend include family and friends of honorees, Hall of Fame sponsors, community 
leaders and several of the people rescued by the honorees. 
 
During the past 50 years, the American Red Cross of Greater Indianapolis has inducted more than 500 
local heroes into its Hall of Fame. 

Additional Facts  
2009 Red Cross Hall of Fame inductees  
From IMPD: 
>> Officer Madeline Lothamer, Indianapolis 
>> Officer Dan Reynolds, Indianapolis 
>> Officer Mitchell A. Waters, Indianapolis 
>> Officer Adrian S. Aurs, Indianapolis 
>> Officer Marlin Sechrist, Indianapolis 
>> Officer Timothy S. Blackwell, Indianapolis 
 
From IFD: 
>> Private Dwayne D. Dixon, Indianapolis 
>> Engineer Gerald W. Schneidt, Indianapolis 
>> Captain James E. Redd, Indianapolis 

http://www.indystar.com/article/20090318/LOCAL/90318040�


>> Private Marc Korte, Fishers 
>> Private Brian K. Todd, Indianapolis 
>> Lieutenant Todd Walsh, Indianapolis 
>> Engineer David Bogemann, Waldron 
 
Private citizens: 
>> Thomas L. Wimberly, Indianapolis 
>> Anthony Hubbard II, Indianapolis 
>> Ron Bean, Columbus 
Source: American Red Cross 
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Dry Weather Leading to Field Fires  
By Amber Stearns  
3/24/2009  

Several Indiana communities have experienced field fires over the last few weeks.  
State Fire Marshall Jim Greeson says despite some areas of the state getting a lot of rain, other 
areas are rather dry and susceptible to field fires, especially when open burings gets out of 
control.  
  
The state has some general laws regarding open burning on the books, but counties and local fire 
departments have more individual control. Greeson says open burning is not advisable anywhere 
in certain conditions, such as dry windy days, high heat and ozone action days.   
  
Rural communities, farms, orchards, nurseries, cemetaries and drainage ditches are exempt from 
state laws regarding open burning. Agencie in southern Indiana, specifically around the Hoosier 

ational Forest, have to be diligent to protect the area from being ravaged by wildfires. N 
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TheIndyChannel.com 
Investigators Seek Witnesses In Massive Indy Fire 

Fire Marshal Examines Motivating Factors, Evidence 

INDIANAPOLIS -- Investigators are hoping a good eyewitness will come forward with information 
that will lead to an arrest in the multimillion-dollar fire at the Cosmopolitan on the Canal apartment 
complex March 12.  

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives said earlier this week that the blaze at 
Michigan Street and Senate Avenue was intentionally set.  
 

State Fire Marshal James Greeson said Tuesday that finding someone responsible for setting the 
blaze is a monumental task and determining motivation is often a key factor, 6News' Sarah Cornell 
reported.  

"Many times, arson is for revenge. Arson is for insurance fraud … or maybe because of labor issues," 
Greeson said. "There's a lot of different reasons."  
Greeson has a team of investigators working the case. It's one of the biggest they've ever worked and 
one where the cause was determined more quickly than most, in large part because of Bailey, a K-9 
specialist, who sniffed out crucial pieces of burned materials.  
"What the dog does is pinpoint them. It locates the area. Then, investigators take that material … and 
send it to laboratories for analysis," Greeson said.  
Getting lab results back could take several weeks. In the meantime, demolition at the site of the fire 
continues, as does the search for those responsible for setting the blaze.  
"Being able to put a piece of physical evidence with that person, enough that they can charge that 
person, is a challenge," Greeson said. "That's the real difficulty in arson." 
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Investigators: Canal fire was intentionally set 
 
March 17, 2009 02:15 PM EDT  

March 17, 2009 11:14 PM EDT  
Steve Jefferson/Eyewitness News 

Indianapolis - Federal investigators say a fire that destroyed a 
luxury apartment complex under construction downtown was 
deliberately set. A reward is being offered for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of those responsible for the 
arson. 

The fire began early Thursday morning at the Cosmopolitan on 
the Canal complex. It was one of the largest fires in city history. 

Developers Jerry Collins and David Flaherty want the person 
who started the city's largest downtown fire ever caught and 
punished. Collins told reporters Tuesday that he felt angry to 
learn someone started the fire that destroyed his company's $28 
million flagship development. 

The developers were allowed to tour the damage for the first 
time Tuesday. 

"To see the loss and we were so close to opening. We were 
going to get our first units in about 30 days. It's just devastating 
to see the loss back there," said Collins. "We will rebuild, it is 
just a tough thing to actually walk through there." 

On March 12th just before 3:00 am, someone set fire to the 
Cosmopolitan on the Canal. The Indianapolis Fire Department 
responded in full force. The fire destroyed 218 new apartments 
on the canal. Part of the development also included retail space 
just weeks from opening. 

Because of the size of the fire and the financial loss involved, 
federal agents from the ATF helped in the investigation. In less 
than a week of sifting through debris and scouring the burned-
up property using Bailey the arson K-9, investigators told the 

owners - who they questioned and cleared - the fire was no accident. 

"The fire was intentionally set. We cannot release information regarding evidence because this 
has been deemed a criminal act," said Kimberly Riddell, ATF special agent. 

"They have cost us undue financial loss, hardship. All along it was going to be a great landmark 
for the city. And they have harmed that as well," said Flaherty. 
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"We had reservations and we gave those people their money back," Collins said. 

Call in tips about the fire 

Federal investigators will continue to work with Indianapolis firefighters and police to find out 
who set the fire. Right now up to $10,000 in reward money is being offered in this case. 

Anyone with information about the fire should call 1-888-ATF-FIRE (1-888-283-3473) or (317) 
262-TIPS (317-262-8477). All calls will be kept confidential. 

Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard issued the following statement: 

"I am very disappointed to learn the fire at the Cosmopolitan on the Canal was the result of 
arson.  I urge anyone with information on this crime to come forward and cooperate with the 
authorities.  I also want to again praise the tremendous work of the firefighters who fought the 
blaze, and commend IFD, IMPD, the Indiana Department of Homeland Security, and the ATF 
National Response Team for their brilliant work and inter-agency cooperation.  I am directing all 
the necessary resources be utilized to discover who committed this destructive crime." 

Federal, state and local agencies are working on the investigation. They include the National 
Response Team (NRT) from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), the 
ATF Columbus Field Division, the Indianapolis Fire and Metropolitan Police Departments and the 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security's State Fire Marshal's office. More than 50 people 
were interviewed in the process of the investigation. 

Investigators took photographs, conducted interviews and recovered potential evidence from 
the scene for laboratory analysis. The ATF will leave Indianapolis Tuesday and the evidence will 
be analyzed at an ATF lab. 

Herbert Miller, a private fire investigator with ARC Investigations who used to work for IFD, 
says it's too early in the investigation to reveal much information. 

"The situation is that they don't want to put out any sensitive information. They are probably 
going to do analysis of the samples they have extradited from the scene," Miller said. 

The developers are now free to start the demolition and rebuilding process, which according to 
Miller, means the investigators know exactly what started the fire. 

"But they have a lot of work to do before they can really start naming specifics," Miller said. 

Investigators fear too much information might tip off their suspects. Everyone working on the 
project have been ruled out - at least for now.  

"When we had our meeting with [the ATF], they don't think it is an arson for profit. We had that 
conversation," Collins said. "We don't have any reasons to suspect anybody." 

The investigators thanked citizens who offered their support to firefighters and police during the 
night of the fire.    
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Wooden frame helped fuel Cosmopolitan fire 
 

March 19, 2009 05:24 PM EDT  
Cat Andersen/Eyewitness News  

Indianapolis - More information is being uncovered revealing 
why a fire that destroyed a luxury apartment building raged for 
more than 34 hours. 

Once the Cosmopolitan on the Canal project in downtown 
Indianapolis was set on fire, there was little in place to stop it 
and plenty to fuel it. 

"Fire is time. Fire multiplies itself in seconds," said James 
Greeson, state fire marshal. 

Time was not on the side of firefighters. The Cosmopolitan on 
the Canal was still under construction, and weeks away from 
having a sprinkler system installed. 

The state fire marshal says open gaps in construction kept fresh 
air pumping into the fire, while still exposed wood framing kept 
feeding it. 

"If [it had] been type 2 construction, we would not have seen 
any of the wood framing inside there. It would've been metal 
framing steel studs, stuff like that. No wood," said Adam 
Holman, city building code analyst. 

Fire code mandates that a building with more than four stories 
should have a metal framework, but the builders asked for a 
variance, arguing that only parts of the complex were five 
stories. The variance was granted. 

"It's not unusual to get a variance," said Holman. 

A new condo building going up on Mass. Ave. was granted a variance to excuse the builder from 
installing sprinklers on the balconies, promising to build the balconies with fire resistant 
material. 

"Metal responds to the fire, too. It deforms or melts, but it doesn't burn," said Holman. 

Looking at all the burnt wooden timbers left over from the canal fire, it's easy to see why there 
are codes in place to keep a building this size from being made mostly of wood. But the state 
fire marshal says there was enough in the final building plans to offset this concern. The 
problem was they just didn't get there yet. 

 
James Greeson, state fire marshal 

 
Adam Holman, city building code 

analyst 
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"If the building was complete and the fire were to occur you would have had a sprinkler head 
release several gallons of water and extinguish that fire. Everything would've been in place for 
firefighters to gain access to the building. Some of their access was hampered because the 
main doors weren't completed," said Greeson. 

The fire is impacting downtown traffic again. Due to lingering safety concerns over the 
structural integrity of the Cosmopolitan on the Canal, Senate Avenue, from Michigan Street to 
North Street, has been closed again.     
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Brazil, Indiana ~ Monday, March 30, 2009  

Southern Clay County fire determined as arson 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
By IVY JACKSON, Times Staff Reporter  
LEWIS -- Preliminary results of a fire investigation at a southern Clay County residence are in.  

Shortly after 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, members of the Lewis Township, Clay City Volunteer and 
Jasonville fire departments were dispatched to an engulfed structure fire at a residence located at 
4976 West County Road 1150 South.  

Although firefighters were able to get control of the fire quickly, they stayed on the scene until 
after 11 p.m.  

Because it had been unoccupied for at least a year, Lewis Fire Chief Bryan Husband requested 
the Indiana Department of Homeland Security Division of Fire and Building Safety to send a fire 
marshal to the scene to help determine the cause the fire.  

"Preliminary results have determined the fire was set," Husband told The Brazil Times, but 
added he was waiting for a full report from the Fire Marshal's Office to discuss further details.  

© Copyright 2009, Brazil Times 
Story URL: http://www.thebraziltimes.com/story/1525478.html  
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March 20, 2009 

Flood damage reporting deadline extended 

 
STAFF REPORTS  

The deadline for reporting damage from severe flooding and winds that began March 8 has been 
extended. 

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security will take the information from victims through March 27 on 
a toll-free phone line - (866) 210-1925 - from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time. 

Callers will be asked to provide their name, address, phone number, damage to property and type of 
damage the property sustained. 

Losses can include structural damage to homes and loss of personal property. 

To report damage through the Internet, go to www.in.gov/dhs and click on the link for "Report Severe 
Weather Damage" The Web site will be available until March 30. 
 
Information collected will be used to help local emergency management agencies and the state 
Department of Homeland Security assess damage to determine whether federal assistance can be 
pursued. 

Back to Flood
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March 26, 2009 

State officials await flood damage reports 

THE NEWS 

Residents whose property was damaged from wind and flooding earlier this month in northern Indiana 
have until Friday to report that damage by phone. 

The number, (866) 210-1925, will be staffed from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday. Damage reports also 
can be made online at www.in.gov.dhs through Monday. 

Residents will be asked to provide their name, address, phone number, damage to property and types of 
damage the property sustained. 

Losses can include structural damage to homes and loss of personal property. 

THE BACKGROUND 

Severe weather that began March 8 caused damage in Carroll, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Noble, 
Pulaski, White and Whitley counties. 

Many residents were displaced as they waited for floodwaters to recede. 

The original reporting deadline, which was Monday, was extended to allow residents more time to assess 
damages. 

THE IMPACT 

Information collected will be used to help local emergency management agencies and the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security preliminarily assess damage to see whether federal assistance can be 
pursued. 

More counties may be added as floodwaters recede and additional damage is reported. 

Back to Flood
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Use your tax refund to buy a weather radio 

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) urges Hoosiers to use their tax refunds to 
purchase a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration weather radio for their home. 

“We are on the brink of tornado season,” said Joe Wainscott, executive director of IDHS. “With the 
devastation and loss of life a tornado can inflict, the need for early warning devices such as these radios 
is clear.” 

Weather radios are a comprehensive, 24-hour source of weather forecasts, watches, warnings and other 
hazard information including natural (tornadoes, thunderstorms, earthquakes), environmental (chemical 
releases or oil spills), and public safety (AMBER Alerts) disasters. 

Many weather alert radios cost less than $50 and can be found at local retail stores. 
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Reporting storm damage 

Updated: Friday, 20 Mar 2009, 6:14 PM EDT 
Published : Friday, 20 Mar 2009, 5:57 PM EDT 

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (WTHI) - If you had damage in storms that began on March 8 in 
Indiana, the state wants to hear from you. 

Wind damage and flooding resulted from a weather system that moved through the area 
that day. 

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security will use any information collected to see 
if federal assistance for clean up and repairs can be pursued. 

People reporting damage will need to leave their name, address, phone number, 
damage to property and what type of damage the property sustained. 

To make your report, call 866-210-1925 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. each day until March 27. 
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