
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Candle safety tips - Courtesy National Fire Protection Association  
   

  
On average, a candle fire in the home is reported to a U.S. fire department every 34 minutes. More than half of 
all candle fires start when items that can burn, such as furniture, mattresses, bedding, curtains, or decorations, 
are too close to the candle. The risk of a fatal candle fire appears higher when candles are used for light.  

Safety tips 

• Consider using battery-operated flameless candles which can look, smell, and feel like real candles. 
• Use sturdy, safe candleholders. 
• Protect candle flames with glass chimneys or containers. 
• Keep candles at least 12 inches from anything that can burn. 
• Never leave a burning candle unattended. 
• Put candles out when you leave a room. 
• Avoid using candles in bedrooms and sleeping areas. 
• Keep children and pets away from burning candles. 
• Be careful not to splatter wax when putting out a candle. 
• Never use a candle when oxygen is present. 
• Always use a flashlight, not a candle, for emergency lighting. 
• Keep matches and lighters up high, out of reach of children, preferably in a locked cabinet. 

 
 


