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Building Safety
Remember that flood dangers do not end when the water begins to recede. Buildings may have hidden structural damage or damage to gas, electric or water lines. The residual effects of floods, such as contaminated water, crumbled roads, landslides, mudflows, and other hazards can also be extremely dangerous. Your presence in disaster areas may hamper rescue and other emergency operations and put you at further risk. Therefore, although the desire to return home to evaluate damage and begin the recovery process is understandable, you should return home ONLY when authorities indicate it is safe.
Building Safety

· Return home ONLY when authorities indicate it is safe to do so. 
· Stay out of any building if floodwaters remain around the building. Floodwaters often undermine foundations and cause sinking. Floors can crack or break and buildings can collapse.

· Report broken utility lines to appropriate authorities. Reporting potential hazards will get the utilities turned off as quickly as possible, preventing further hazard and injury. Check with your utility company about where broken lines should be reported.

Once local officials indicate it is safe, use extreme caution when entering buildings. Damage may have occurred where you least expect it, so watch carefully every step you take.

· Wear sturdy shoes. The most common injury following a disaster is cut feet.

· Use battery powered lanterns or flashlights when examining buildings. Battery powered lighting is the safest and easiest and avoids fire hazards.

· Examine walls, floors, doors, staircases, and windows to ensure the building is not in danger of collapsing.

· Inspect foundations for cracks and other damage. Cracks and damage to a foundation can render a building uninhabitable.

· Look for fire hazards such as broken or leaking gas lines, flooded electrical circuits, or submerged furnaces or electrical appliances. Flammable or explosive materials may travel from upstream. Fires are the most frequent hazard following floods.

· Watch out for animals, especially snakes that may have been flushed from their homes and into buildings with the floodwaters. Use a stick to poke through debris. 
· Watch for loose plaster, drywall, and ceilings that could fall.

· Take pictures of the damage, both of the building and its contents, for insurance claims.
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