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Beware of Aftershocks 

An earthquake of similar or lesser intensity that follows the main earthquake is an aftershock. These secondary shockwaves are usually less violent than the main quake but can be strong enough to do additional damage to already weakened structures. 

Following an earthquake, do not make the mistake of thinking the time for caution and alertness has passed. Aftershocks can occur a few minutes or even a few months after the initial quake. Stay safe by remembering that aftershocks may be imminent, and avoid taking unnecessary risks.

Stay away from damaged areas unless your assistance has been specifically requested by police, fire, or relief organizations and return to your home only when authorities say it is safe. 
Ground movement during an earthquake is seldom the direct cause of death or injury. Most injuries suffered during an earthquake occur from subsequent structural instability and falling debris, so once you are out in the open or in a safe place indoors, stay there. 
The greatest danger exists directly outside buildings, at exits, and alongside exterior walls. Many of the 120 fatalities from the 1933 Long Beach earthquake occurred when people ran outside of buildings only to be killed by falling debris from collapsing walls. 
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