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PROPOSED CODE CHANGE (Check One)

[ change to read as follows 1 Add to read as foltows Delete and substitue as follows  [_] Delete without substitution

R 408.3.1 Delete and substitute as follows:

1. Exposed earth is covered with a continuous Class 1 vapor retarder. Joints of the vaper
retarder shall overlap by 6 inches (152mm) and shall be sealed or taped (or) shall overlap a
minimum of 12 inches (304 mm ) if not sealed or taped. The edges of the vapor retarder
shall extend at least 6 inches (152 mm) up the stem wall and piers and be attached to the
stem walls and piers, and

Reason

This section of the IRC is more stringent than in the past versions of the IRC. The unsealed overlap will
altow for quicker disposal of incidental craw! water. Incidental water on top of the unsealed retarder will
easily pass thru the unsealed joints into drainage system. incidental water on top of the sealed vapor
retarder will have to evaporate in the crawl space. There will be an increase in the cost of attaching the
vapor retarder to the vertical surfaces and the sealing of the vapor retarder . The builder will have the
choice of more than one method to properly install the vapor retarder.
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