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Protecting our children, families and future

 
 

Public Meeting 
Regional Services Council 

Region 10 
September 19, 2008 @ 9:00 a.m. 

4107 N Keystone Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN  

 
Council Members in Attendance 

 
 Rhonda Allen, DCS, Chair; Karis Hopson, DCS;  Trina Ransom, DCS;  Nancy Wever, DCS;  
Amy Foxworthy, DCS;  Peter Haughan, MCPO;  Chistina Ball, Probation;  Taren Duncan, DCS;  
Beth Jansen, MCJC (Judge Moores Proxy);  Maribryan McGeney, DCS;  D’Andrea Abdullah, DCS;  
Brant Ping, CAPP;  Gregg Ellis, Child Advocates;  Lois Turner-Hepler, Foster Parent;  Teresa 
Thacker, Foster Parent;  Mary Ann West, DCS (not a council member). 
 

Extension of current County Contracts 
 

 West spoke about the list of county contracts that need to be extended until 12/31/08.  
These are contracts that have ended or will be ending before the end of the year but due to HB 
1001, we can’t grant them new contracts.  McGeney made motion to extend contracts.  Motion was 
seconded by Abdullah.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

WAVE II Service Recommendations 
 
 West thanked everyone who scored proposals.  She then spoke about the procedures of 
Wave I and Wave II.  She stated that the original intent of wave 2 was to put under State contract 
those agencies and services that were currently under county agreement.  The problem with this is 
there are many providers the county uses that don’t have formal contracts with the county but are 
used regularly via expenditure.  She recommended that the county consider some of the non-
contracted agencies for contract with the state due to the volume of usage over the past few years of 
these agencies.   
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There were no new recommendations for the following programs:  Pre/post placement, 

Family Prep, Adoption, Chafee, and CHINS Parent Support.  West then went through all of the 
agencies being recommended by the scoring team. 
 
 McGeney asked if case managers will know the scores the providers received.  She then 
asked what the difference is between an agency that scored 100 vs. and agency that scored 70 but 
both were selected.  West stated we had to pick many providers because of the volume of families at 
this time.  Ping stated all providers selected meet the RFP standards.   
 
 Allen stated that visitation will have many new providers because Giant Steps did not submit 
a proposal.  Therefore, visitation will be different from what we are use to doing.  Hopkins asked if 
selected agencies for visitation weren’t selected for Home-based services, will case managers need to 
make more than one referral.  West stated the state contracts will be much different than how it has 
been at the county level.  Therefore, if a Home-based agency is put into place and they do not have 
a visitation contract, another referral will need to be made.  McGeney stated this means families will 
potentially have multiple providers in place.   
 
 Allen introduced Ms. Roth of Roth and Associates.  Roth and Associates will be 
coordinating the contracting process with the state.  Ms. Roth mentioned the new contracts will not 
have an allocated amount.  The contracts will be for $1.00. 
 
 Hopkins asked if an agency is accepted but their proposal has something in it that the state 
will not accept, can we still accept the agency.  West stated we can accept them, then clarify with the 
agency the state stipulations and ask them if they would still like to have a contract with the state. 
 
 Abdullah motioned to accept all Wave II recommendations from the scoring team.  Ball 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Ping then acknowledged the hard work of West 
and stated she has made this whole process much easier for all those involved.  Other providers 
within the audience further applauded West’s efforts at keeping the providers informed and making 
this transition to state contracts as smooth as possible.   
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WAVE III Proposals Due 9/15/08 

 
 The recommendations for the WAVE III proposals will be at the October Regional Service 
Council Meeting.  
 

Child Welfare Services Discussion 
 

 Next year’s allocation will be $1,083,000 for early intervention and prevention services.  This 
money will come through the Regional Services Council to determine how best to use these funds.  
Allen stated we have some creativity to use this money.  Allen asked the council to start thinking 
about programs and services for early intervention.  The money will potentially be brokered through 
the Community Partners Program (NACS) for subcontracting minus an administrative fee paid for 
monitoring this money.  It was then brought to the council’s attention that there will be outcomes 
that are attached to the CWS funds. 
 
Other 
 
 There was a question about who WAVE IV will serve.  WAVE IV is designed for probation, 
but DCS will be able to use the services as well.  As of right now WAVE IV is the last wave.  West is 
still waiting on clarification of services for WAVE IV. 
 
 It was asked if an agency was selected in another county, can they serve Marion County after 
1/1/09.  Allen stated it has been suggested that one region can use another regions services as long 
as there is a state contract.   
 
 It was then mentioned that TAS has received the ICJI grant and the funds are available for 
others to apply for as TAS is having trouble finding programs that can use this money. 
 
 Taren Duncan is leaving Marion County to be the director of Morgan County DCS. 
 

Next Meeting 
 

Scheduled for October 17, 2008. 
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