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The Indiana Department of C i S) has historically requested that the detention
and initial hearings be held . Thi istrative letter outlines a recent legislative
change directing that both b Below is a summary of the changes effective July 1,
2009.

IC 31-34-5-1 reg to file a petition alleging that a child is a child in need of services
(CHINS) before'aletes
that if a detention hearing is held under IC 31-34-5, the initial hearing on the CHINS petition

initial he S petition. However, an additional hearing cannot be held more than

: e date of the first initial hearing on the CHINS petition unless the court
grants an extension of time for extraordinary circumstances and states the extraordinary
circumstancesiin a written court order.

The DCS Child Welfare Policy Manual will be revised to reflect these important changes.
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If you have any questions regarding these changes, please address them to the DCS policy
mailbox at DCSPolicy@dcs.in.gov .

Sincerely,

James W. Payne, Director
Department of Child Services

oS
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