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| POLICY

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will assure that all children in.c -home care
are referred for an initial educational evaluation to determine if an Individualize ti
(IEP) is needed to meet the child’s educational needs. The Child and Famil
Case Plan Conference will be utilized to review and discuss the educatio

DCS will encourage the child’s parent, guardian, or custodia
school social worker, and any other identified educational

nrolled in school full time,

unless one (1) of the following circumstances exi

1. The youth is eligible for and actively

certificate;

2. An alternate education plan h ended by the child’s home school and
approved by the court; or

3. The youth has graduated f

eral Education Development (GED)

en in out-of-home care to be home schooled without court
ound programs that are administered by a public or private

DCS will not authorize
authorization, except for h
school.

DCS will not pay fa associated with private schooling. See Related Information for
suggestions ponding to requests for private schooling for children in out-of-home care.

DCS will encourage the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian to provide consent to release the
child’s educational records to the resource parent to ensure that the child receives appropriate
educational services. Per Indiana state law, the child’s educational records may only be
provided to the resource parent after written consent is received from the parent, guardian, or
custodian.

DCS requires that a child released from out-of-home care after his or her 18th birthday is
provided, at no cost, with a copy of his or her educational record.

DCS will ensure that DCS wards in the 7" or 8" grade are enrolled in the 21 Century Scholars
program.
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http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.7_Child_and_Family_Team_Meetings.pdf

See separate policies, 8.21 Special Education Services and 8.22 School Transfers and Legal
Settlement.

Code References
1. IC 20-33-2: Compulsory School Attendance
2. 511 1AC 7-231(p)
3. 20 USC 12329 (b)(1)(E)

PROCEDURE

The Family Case Manager (FCM) will:
1. Work with school personnel to assure that the child is register

2. Assure that the appropriate school corporations are notified i
See separate policy, 8.22 School Transfers and Legal Settl

3. Provide the resource family with any available educati i

the school the child last attended, the child’s current
academic progress);

s schools.

.g., the name of
summary of

4. Refer the child for testing to identify a.speci tion needs and/or related
services the child may need. See separate policy, 8. cial Education Services;

5. Assure that educational goals and issues ' child’'s Case Plan;

6. Collaborate with the CFT to assess the effec lacement on the child’s school

attendance and academic
Related Information below
Meetings;
7. Recommend and encourage the
child’s school social work other school representative to participate as
a member of the CFT;
8. Assist the parent, guardian, or custodian, and/or resource parent (s) in the completion of

minimize school disruptions. See
.7 Child and Family Team

9. Provide children in rades with information about the 21 Century Scholar
programs; and

Note: Currently applications can not be completed online, however you may request
additional information online at www.scholars.in.gov.

PRACTICE GUIDANCE

N/A
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FORMS AND TOOLS

N/A

RELATED INFORMATION

Minimizing School Disruptions

attempt to minimize the effects on the child, including:
1. Placing the child with a resource family living in the same school dIS'[
2. ASSIStlng the resource family living i ina different district with arr tion for

3. Delaying a change in placement until the end of a school se

4. Scheduling medical and court appointments during non-schoo
possible.

Private Schools
The CFT should review requests for a child to att
Child and Family Team Meeting. The team shoul
conditions apply:
1. The child attended the privat

2. The child has documented edu

be better served by a specific

3. Thechildis placedinar
program.

If private schooling is requested, ould consider funding options including, but not
2 parent, guardian, or custodian and scholarships
eparate policy, 5.7 Child and Family Team Meetings.

% igibility requirements can be obtained from any local school corporation,

Search field to bring up information about pursuing a GED in Indiana.
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