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	" Use local data to understand your community. Risk and protective factors differ by community, so it's important to know the key factors in your community contributing to your substance abuse problems. You need to get down to local conditions that explain what is going on in your community. 

	" Implement evidence-based programs, policies and practices as part of your comprehensive community strategy. While implementing at least one evidence-based program can have a positive impact in your community; effective coalitions implement a wide array of programs, policies and practices to bring about communitywide reductions in substance abuse outcomes.

	" Implement broad, comprehensive approaches instead of one-time interventions. Prevention should be more than a one-shot intervention. Coalitions should not assume that the effects of discreet prevention programs will be sustained over the next few years or even the lifetime of the individual. Prevention should be broad, comprehensive, age appropriate and also focus on changing the environment. Changing the environment and community systems supports prevention lessons/messages received in individual, school and family-focused interventions. Coalitions should think how various prevention interventions (programs, policies and practices) complement and reinforce each other to collectively contribute toward communitywide decreases in substance use.


	




