POINT OF YOUTH

State-Wide Action Plan

ISSUE: Underage Drinking

PROBLEM STATEMENT: Underage drinking is prevalent throughout Indiana.

SUPPORTIVE DATA:

· In 2001, 80% of students in grades 9-12 reported having at least one drink of alcohol on one or more days during their life. (IPRC)

· 24% had their first drink of alcohol, other than a few sips, prior to age 13. (IPRC)

· In 2001, underage drinkers consumed 17.8% of all alcohol sold in Indiana, totaling $336 million in sales. (IPRC)

GOAL:  Decrease by 2% those students 13 years of age reporting taking their first drink by year 2010.
OBJECTIVES/ACTION STEPS:

· Access
· Support legislation that alcohol in grocery stores is in designated areas accessible only to people 21 and over and define a grocery store.

· Support legislation mandating server training for all who sell alcohol

· Support legislation to increase the alcohol tax

· Social Marketing
· Create statewide/local underage drinking campaign 

· Increase awareness of adult responsibility for purchasing alcohol for minors through Serve Kids Serve Time campaign

· Enforcement
· Increase punishment for adults who provide alcohol to minors

· Support social host liability legislation

· Increase punishment for minors who consume alcohol particularly increasing punishment for additional offenses

ISSUE: Drivers Education

PROBLEM STATEMENT: Too few students are taking driver’s education in Indiana.

SUPPORTIVE DATA:

· According to Drivers Education Association (DEA) the average cost for one student to take drivers education is $300.

· Only 45% of Indiana youth take drivers education.

· According to the DEA, a $5 increase per license plate would make it possible to pay for every student to take drivers education.

GOAL:  Increase by 5% the number of Indiana youth taking drivers education by 2009.
OBJECTIVES/ACTION STEPS:

· Access
· Increase cost of license plate fee by $5 with funds going to pay for driver’s education for all Indiana students (similar to the fee for motorcycle plates and education available)
· Standardization

· Support legislation to standardize curriculum across the state which would include extensive impaired driving education

· Enforcement
· Support graduated licensing requirements 

· Encourage law enforcement to enforce graduated license requirements currently in place

ISSUE: Seatbelts

PROBLEM STATEMENT: Seatbelt usage is low across the state of Indiana.
SUPPORTIVE DATA:

· Indiana does not require seatbelts in trucks or backseats of vehicles.

· 60% of teens in Indiana that die in crashes are not wearing seatbelts.

· People who wear seatbelts are 50% more likely to live.

GOAL:  Mandate the use of all seatbelts in all positions in all vehicles by 2010.
OBJECTIVES/ACTION STEPS:

· Social Marketing
· Write letters to editor expressing need to wear seat belts

· Write and share with local radio stations Public Service Announcements about effectiveness of seat belts to save lives

· Enforcement
· Support seat belts in truck legislation

· Increase ticket fines for not wearing your seat belt

· Support legislation for mandatory seat belt usage in all position all vehicles

· Require that points go against a person’s license if they receive a ticket for a seat belt violation

The items that are highlighted will be the focus of POY in 2006 – 2007.
