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OVERVIEW

MODULE 1
INTRODUCTION

Upon successfully completing this session, the participants will be able to:

• State the goals and objectives of the course;

• Outline the major course content;

• Identify general driving risks;

• Describe the special driving conditions that law enforcement officers face; and

• State the effects of unbelted crashes.

CONTENT SEGMENTS

A. Introduction

B. Housekeeping Announcements

C. Course Overview

D. Special Driving Risks for Law Enforcement

E. Consequences

MODULE 1

INTRODUCTION

Slide 1: Title

Welcome to Traffic Occupant Protection Strategies.

Slide 2: Tell us about yourself...
Instructor Note: The instructor(s) should briefly introduce themselves to the participants. Then have the participants introduce themselves to the rest of the class.  The instructor should also ask WHY the participant is in the class. Responses regarding what the participants expect to learn should be recorded on the board or flip chart for reference at the end of the class.

A. Introductions

• Instructors

• Participants

B. Housekeeping Announcements

• Cell phones

• Facilities

• Breaks

• Smoking area

• Lunch (if appropriate)

C. Course Overview

This is a program put together for law enforcement by law enforcement to increase your understanding of how we as law enforcement officers can save lives and prevent needless injury by simply doing our job: enforcing traffic safety laws.

Working to increase traffic safety in your community – whether it’s citing a violator or educating a group of high school students – may not be the most glamorous or high-profile part of your daily patrol routine. However, enforcing occupant protection laws has more life-saving potential than anything else you can do as a law enforcement officer.

More than 40,000 people die each year due to motor vehicle collisions. We as law enforcement have the potential to save 15,000 lives per year. Maybe even our own.
Slide 3: Course Modules

Instructor Note: Introduce the broad concepts to be addressed during the class.

Slide 4: Course Objectives

Instructor Note: Discuss course objectives and provide a brief overview of the material to be covered.

Today we will discuss the toll of traffic crashes on our community, State, and Nation. We will talk about why we – as law enforcement officers – are at a far greater risk to be involved in a crash than the general motoring public. We will cover some of those added risks we face as law enforcement and what we can do to reduce those risks.
We will discover what happens to a vehicle and its occupants during a crash and discuss what to look for when investigating a crash to determine if seat belts were in use. We will also look at occupant protection systems and how they work. The State’s seat belt and child restraint laws will be examined in depth, including a discussion about how the safety of our community relies on our consistent and aggressive enforcement of those laws. You will also be provided with resources and potential safety partners to increase the effectiveness of your traffic safety programs. Finally we will discuss how you can make a difference by reducing injuries and saving lives.

Course Goal: This course is dedicated to saving lives and reducing injuries through enhanced occupant protection strategies by educating line-level officers and supervisors. Successful completion will enable participants to effectively identify and act on real world situations they are likely to encounter during routine patrols or high-visibility enforcement periods, crackdowns, and mobilizations. The course will encourage the use of seat belts by law enforcement officers and emphasize the importance of enforcement.

D. Special Driving Risks for Law Enforcement

Slide 5: Officer Risk

Instructor Note: Pose this question to the participants: What presents a greater risk to the public and law enforcement officers – crime or traffic crashes?
Slide 6: Crime/Crash Clock

Instructor Note: Point out the disparity in the frequency of injuries and deaths resulting

from criminal acts, as compared to traffic crashes.

Instructor Note: The crash statistics are from the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (2008 Crash Facts Book)

Instructor Note: You may want to put in your own specific examples for social math.

Each year, more Americans are killed and injured in traffic crashes than are murdered or assaulted.

Someone dies in a vehicle crash every 11 hours; a murder is committed every 27 hours.
Someone is injured in a vehicle crash every 11 minutes; a burglary takes place every 11 minutes.

Traffic crashes cost society over $150.5 billion a year.

Another example:

Over 6,000 people have been killed in the last several years as a result of the war and terrorists attacks in the United States. You hear about these issues on the news daily. Tragically, over 40,000 people die in traffic-related crashes each year. Yet we don’t always wear our seat belts or wear them properly.
Crime – rather than traffic safety – is the issue that stirs people’s emotions.
Slide 7: Crash Likelihood

Instructor Note: Use the included information to illustrate the level of exposure faced by officers as compared to the general public. This will lead into additional  discussion regarding why law enforcement is overrepresented in the following slides.

General Public: One crash every 131,000 miles driven.

Law Enforcement: One crash every 28,000 miles driven.

Slide 8: General Public Risks

Instructor Note: These are generalized risk factors faced by all drivers, including the general public and law enforcement.

• Weather

• Roadway

• Traffic

• Time of Day

Slide 9: Law Enforcement

Instructor Note: Exposure time is the amount of time law enforcement officers spend working in their vehicles.  When driving, an officer has all the risks that the general public has and then some. Think of the conditions a “normal” driver faces.

Instructor Note: Ask some of these overhead questions. Write responses on flipchart.

• What weather conditions might a driver face?

Instructor Note: Possible answers

Rain, Wind, Heat or cold, Fog, Ice, Snow

• What road conditions might a driver face?
Instructor Note: Possible answers

Potholes

Road work crews and traffic barriers (jersey wall, cones)

Debris

• What traffic conditions might a driver face?
Instructor Note: Possible answers

Congestion

Slow and inattentive drivers

Slow vehicles (e.g., farm, construction)

Speeders

Impaired drivers

Fatigued drivers

Aggressive drivers

Stress

• What time of day is more hazardous?
Instructor Note: Possible answers

Rising or setting sun

Dusk

Night

Bright sun

Deep shadows

The law enforcement officer faces all these, but he or she often has to face them in the worst conditions. What are some of the things that make our driving conditions worse?
Instructor Note: Ask this question and write responses on flipchart.

Possible answers:

High-speed situations

Emergency situations

Driving against traffic

Driving when the roads are closed to everyone else

Fatigue

Having to look around 360 degrees all the time

Distracted by radios and other drivers

A target when making a stop

Poorly maintained vehicles (sometimes)

Exposure Time

Instructor Note: Law enforcement officers drive more miles, more often, and in worse conditions than do people in most other professions. Given the adverse conditions under which we drive, we need all the help we can get.
Slide 10: Police Cars Crash Too

Instructor Note: Follow up the discussion regarding exposure to crashes and hazards

using the images to illustrate the potential for injury or death in traffic crashes.

Seat belts don’t save all lives. Some crashes just aren’t survivable.
• High-speed crashes

• Head-on crashes with a heavier vehicle

We still need to drive safely and defensively. However, seat belts and child safety seats have to be used to be effective. More than half of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not buckled.
Instructor Note: Look at your local data for specific numbers. These numbers can be found at www.nhtsa.gov (link to NCSA).

Slide 11: Another Tool on Your Belt

Instructor Note: Reinforce the fact that the protection offered by seat belts is the best

option law enforcement has to prevent injuries and deaths in crashes, and remind the class that their exposure is greater than the general public.

• So why not use the protection offered by a seat belt?
It’s there

It’s available

It works
Slide 12: Excuses and information

Instructor Note: Ask students: What excuses have you heard and what excuses have you used to not wear your belt? Examples may include family, friends, or traffic stops. Record the responses on the board or on a flip chart.

• Why don’t we use our seat belts? What are some of the myths about seat belt use?
Instructor Note: Possible answers:

I’m in and out of my patrol car too often.
I feel safer without the belt.
It gets my uniform dirty.
Nothing will happen to me.
I don’t want to be trapped in a burning or submerged car.
I don’t need to wear a belt when I’m slowly patrolling the streets at night.
It catches on my badge/weapon/clip-on mike.
The belt keeps me from getting my weapon out.
I don’t have to drive very fast.
I have to drive so fast it wouldn’t really matter.
I don’t have to drive very far.
• Do we set the example for our community when it comes to seat belt use?
• How do you enforce laws that you don’t follow?
Instructor Note: Possible answer – “I am the law.”
Slide 13: Why should I wear my seat belt?
Instructor Note: Assists to keep you in place to maintain control of your vehicle to avoid a crash or react to hazards. Is there an agency policy? If so, discuss.

Statutory requirement – is there a legal requirement for you to wear your seat belt?

Slide 14: State Statutes

Instructor Note: Instructor needs to have copies of the current State laws in all these categories for distribution to the participants.  (Copy and provide to participants.)

Group activity: Discuss statutory requirements and limitations for Indiana Seat Belt Laws.  Devote allot of time to the Indiana Seat Belt Laws!  (Hand out is available in Participant Manual)
Slide 15: Survivor Stories

Instructor Note: If you identify someone in the class who has been saved by the belt, ask them if they would share their story with the class. Participants should also be encouraged to discuss crash scenes they’ve responded to where they have directly observed the benefits of using seat belts, or the consequences of not wearing a belt. 
Play Colorado trooper video.
Slide 16: Module Wrap-Up
Instructor Note: Remind the participants of the impact of crashes as compared to the

frequency of crime. Remind the participants that they are subject to increased and more

varied risk factors than the general public.

Close by reminding/encouraging participants:  Use your seat belts every time you get behind the wheel of your squad car and personal car.
Slide 17: End of Module One
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