Educational Outcomes for System-Involved Youth

Juvenile Justice System'

e First-time arrest during high school nearly doubles the odds that a student will drop out of high
school, and a court appearance nearly quadruples the odds.

e Youth who are less involved in delinquency are more affected by having to appear in court than
those who are already extensively involved in delinquent activities.

e  Of youth who received remedial education while in detention, 43% did not return to school after
release and an additional 16% dropped out after five months.

e Most incarcerated 9" graders return to school but within a year more than two thirds either
withdraw or drop out. After four years, less than 15% of 9" graders who had been detained
completed secondary education.

Educational Attainment
Child Welfare System

General Population Youth who Aged Out of the Foster
System in the Midwest

o Of children who aged out of the foster system
in the Midwest, 3.9% completed a 4-yr
degree, compared to 36.3% of the general
population. "

3.9%

e Children who have experienced abuse or
neglect show less academic engagement and
more academic risk than non-maltreated
children.”

M No Diploma

W High School Degree or GED

I Some College or 2 Year Degree
M 4 Year Degree or higher

e Children who have experienced neglect show the poorest outcomes on academic performance
and physically abused children show the most discipline problems."

e Abused or neglected children have
significantly lower grades and test scores than
their peers and are more likely to repeat a
grade.”
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