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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 16, 2009

Contact:

Cheryl Orr

317-464-4400 x19

Commission Selects Leadership for 2009-10 Year

Hammond--During its Friday meeting at Purdue University Calumet, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education elected officers for the 2009-10 year:

· Michael Smith of Carmel—Chairman
Michael L. Smith served as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of Anthem, Inc. and its subsidiaries, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield from April 1999 until his retirement in January 2005. Mike serves on several Boards of Directors including Kite Realty Group Trust, a real estate investment trust (REIT), Emergency Medical Services Corporation, Inc., the nation’s largest emergency medical services provider, Vectren Corporation, and HH Gregg Appliances, Inc.  He also serves on the boards of Finishmaster, Inc. and its parent, Ldi Ltd., Lockton Inc., the world’s largest, privately owned, insurance brokerage and advisory firm and Carestream Health, Inc.  Mike has served as a Director of several charitable and civic organizations and is currently serving on the Board of the Central Indiana Community Foundation.  He is a member of the Board of Trustees of DePauw University, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education and Lumina Foundation for Education.  Mike is a founding member of Cardinal Equity Partners, a mid-market private equity investment fund headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana.    

· Ken Sendelweck of Jasper—Vice Chairman
Kenneth L. Sendelweck currently serves as the President, Private Banking and Wealth Management, for German American Bancorp, Inc., a $1.2 billion financial institution based in Jasper, Indiana serving the banking, insurance and investment advisory needs of commercial and retail clients throughout southern Indiana. Mr. Sendelweck is a 33 year veteran of a variety of corporate finance, treasury and accounting roles, is a graduate of the University of Southern Indiana, and is a Certified Public Accountant and a Certified Treasury Professional. He serves on several community boards, including Dubois County Area Development Corporation, Memorial Hospital and Healthcare Center, and Jasper Municipal Utilities Services.
· Michael “Jud” Fisher of Muncie—Secretary
Mr. Fisher is responsible for managing the Ball Brothers Foundation in Muncie. He joined the Foundation in 2003 after working for Old National Signature Group. A Michigan native, Jud is a graduate of DePauw University and the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy. He serves as Executive Director of the Edmund F. and Virginia B. Ball Foundation and is a board member of the Red-Tail Conservancy, Old National Trust/Old National Wealth Management, BMH Foundation, the Muncie Rotary Club, Muncie/ Delaware County Chamber of Commerce and YMCA Camp Crosley.
####

About the Commission:  

The Indiana Commission for Higher Education is comprised of fourteen members appointed by the governor.  Nine members represent Congressional Districts and three at-large members serve terms of four years. A student and a faculty representative are appointed for terms of two years.   The Commissioner is hired by the Commission.

The Indiana Commission for Higher Education which was created in 1971 to: 

· Define the educational missions of Indiana’s public colleges and universities 

· Plan and coordinate Indiana’s state-supported system of postsecondary education 

· Review budget requests from public institutions and the State Student Assistance Commission 

· Approve or disapprove for public institutions the establishment of new programs or expansion of campuses 
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