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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 8, 2009

Contact:
Cheryl Orr
317-464-4400 x19 (work)
317-319-5907

Formal Action Taken to Hire Teresa Lubbers as Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education
Capital Projects Recommended and Academic Degree Programs Approved 

Indiana University-Southeast, New Albany—During its meeting today, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education unanimously voted to name Teresa Lubbers as its new Commissioner.  Senator Lubbers will assume her new position upon the conclusion of the special session of the General Assembly.  

The Commission’s formal action follows a three month nationwide search to fill the position being vacated by Stan Jones. Lubbers has served 16 years in the Indiana Senate, during many of those years she has chaired the Education Committee leading efforts to improve K-12 and higher education.  She has been a member of Indiana’s Education Roundtable for the past nine years and is Commissioner and Past Chair of the Midwestern Higher Education Commission.  Lubbers also serves as Commissioner of the Education Commission of the States, Board Member of Independent Colleges of Indiana, Member of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Higher Education - National Conference of State Legislatures, and on the Advisory Board for the National Comprehensive Center for Teacher Quality.   

In addition, the Commission voted to approve the following academic degree programs:

· Indianapolis—A.S. in Hospitality Administration to be offered by Ivy Tech Community College-Indianapolis

· Lafayette—Associate of Applied Science in Sustainable Energy to be offered by Ivy Tech Community College-Lafayette 

· South Bend—A.S. in Surgical Technology to be offered by Ivy Tech Community College-South Bend

· Statewide—A.S. in Supply Chain Logistics Management to be offered by Vincennes University statewide via Distance Education Technology

· Terre Haute—A.S. in Accounting to be offered by Ivy Tech Community College-Terre Haute

The following capital projects were recommended for approval:

· Bloomington—Renovation of classroom space and interview rooms in the School of Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA) Building at Indiana University-Bloomington.

· Terre Haute—Renovation of Sandison Residence Hall at Indiana State University

In addition, the Commission continued its discussion of Reaching Higher: Strategic Directions for Higher Education in Indiana with information presented on college preparation and affordability.  For more information on Reaching Higher, including copies of white papers released by the commission, visit www.che.in.gov.  

###

About the Commission:  

The Indiana Commission for Higher Education is comprised of fourteen members appointed by the governor.  Nine members represent Congressional Districts and three at-large members serve terms of four years. A student and a faculty representative are appointed for terms of two years.   The Commissioner is hired by the Commission.

The Indiana Commission for Higher Education which was created in 1971 to: 

· Define the educational missions of Indiana’s public colleges and universities 

· Plan and coordinate Indiana’s state-supported system of postsecondary education 

· Review budget requests from public institutions and the State Student Assistance Commission 

· Approve or disapprove for public institutions the establishment of new programs or expansion of campuses 

www.che.in.gov                                                                      
