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Veterinary Advisory: Cervid Serum TB Test Submission Protocol
April 30, 2014
Since the announcement of the availability of serum TB testing for cervids at the National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL), there has been some uncertainty over what forms to use and the timeline for submission.
345 IAC 2.5-2-4 Sec 4 of the Indiana code states that a person conducting a tuberculin test in the state shall report each tuberculin test conducted to the state veterinarian on an approved form within fourteen (14) days of completing the test. The standard approved form for use in reporting TB results has historically been the VS 6-22. 
VS Guidance document 6701.2 states that a VS 10-4 must be submitted with the cervid serum samples for TB testing. It states that a copy of the VS 6-22 or other form may accompany the 10-4 as a means of identifying the samples and the corresponding identification for the sampled animals.

For TB testing of cervids in Indiana using the serum tests, we are establishing the following protocol:

1. Draw blood samples, separate serum and prepare for shipping overnight or 2 day delivery to NVSL on ice. The serum samples are not to be in direct contact with an ice pack.

2. The original 10-4 and a copy of the 6-22 are to accompany the samples.

3. Once the results are received by the submitting veterinarian, complete the original 6-22, filling in the test results and submitting to BOAH within 14 days of receiving the results. Receiving the results completes the test. Please retain a copy for your records.
4. If no results are received within 14 days of submitting the sample, please contact our office.

Please contact our office at 317-544-2400 or Dr. Jim Hollis, TB Epidemiologist, at 317-417-0298 with any questions.
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