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Mental Health and Addiction 
2016 Indiana General Assembly: Opioid Treatment Legislation Summary (SB 297)

The 2016 Legislative Session was a great success for advocates for mental health and addiction.  Mental health and addiction services are finally being viewed as critical to the state and Mental Health America of Indiana had significant success with its legislative priorities. 

One of the most important issues confronting Hoosiers is the issue of opioid addiction. Six million people suffer from prescription drug abuse disorders in the U.S., and as a result, drug overdoses were blamed for more than 1,000 deaths in Indiana in 2012.  This is a 57% increase over the last decade.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), drug overdoses are the leading cause of injury-related death for Americans ages 25 to 64. Indiana ranked 16th nationally for drug overdose deaths in 2013--but that only begins to recognize the depth of the problem, as many more people live with addiction who have lost their jobs, their families, and their health after contracting HIV or HEP C. Clearly Indiana needs adequate resources for treatment, but we also need to use current resources in the most effective way—and we have not.

Addiction treatment is a product of history and is only now being fully integrated into the health care system. With respect to opioid addiction, methadone was once the first and only treatment option.  We created stand-alone siloed methadone clinics that separated treatment from the comprehensive health care system.  In many facilities, that model continues to this day.  SB 297 would change that and move Indiana to a comprehensive integrated evidence-based approach.

SB 297 was a top priority of Mental Health America of Indiana and the product of the Attorney General’s Task Force on Prescription Drug Abuse.  It was authored by Senator Miller and sponsored by Representative Kirchhofer.  SB 297 will provide an evidence based comprehensive approach to opioid treatment in this state by requiring Family and Social Services Agency/Division of Mental Health and Addiction to develop clinical practice guidelines for office based treatment (i.e., those certified to prescribe Suboxone) and opioid treatment providers.  To ensure comprehensive treatment, this bill requires opioid treatment to include, among other things, assessments, therapy, informed consent, and all FDA approved medications for treatment.  This protocol would ensure that the individual is provided treatment so as to move the individual to abstinence when appropriate or the least amount of maintenance therapy when not. Those guidelines would be made available to the Indiana Professional Licensing Board, Medicaid and Managed Care Providers as the standard of care. 

To ensure access, SB 297 requires opioid treatment programs to either enroll as a Medicaid and HIP 2.0 provider themselves or enroll as an OPR [Ordering, Prescribing, and Referring] provider and agree to an MOU with a Certified Mental Health Center (CMHC), so that they can refer to them for covered services to ensure access to comprehensive and integrated addiction treatment.

As there is no recovery without detox, SB 297 would also require Medicaid coverage for inpatient detoxification for the treatment of opioid or alcohol dependence consistent with ASAM or other recognized evidence based criteria.  The current standard merely permits the stabilization of someone at risk of life with minimal opportunity for comprehensive treatment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SB 297 had the support of the Indiana Council, Indiana State Medical Association, FSSA and the Attorney General’s Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force.  SB 297 is seen as a national model that will dramatically move opioid treatment forward, so as to provide comprehensive care that is evidence-based and integrated as part of the healthcare system.  SB 297 passed both houses of the Indiana General Assembly and will be signed by the Governor on March 21, 2016 at 9:45 a.m.   It will go into effect on July 1st.  
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