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Human Trafficking is tied as the SECOND LARGEST and FASTEST growing criminal industry in the world, generating roughly $32 billion per year, [footnoteRef:1] [1:  International Labor Organization (ILO), A global alliance against forced labor (2005) at p.55, available at http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@declaration/documents/publication/wcms_081882.pdf. ] 

and it’s HAPPENING IN INDIANA.


Since the initiation of the Indianapolis Task Force and the Julian Center's Trafficked Persons Assistance Program in 2006, at least:
· Indiana law enforcement have responded to over 134 tips on possible human trafficking
· 123 victims have been served by non-profits

Human Trafficking occurs when people are recruited to work or provide services through the use of force, fraud, or coercion.  There are two types of human trafficking:  1) Sex Trafficking	2) Labor Trafficking
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

An estimated 27 million men, women, and children are victims of human trafficking, [footnoteRef:2] but how does that impact the trucking industry here? [2:  U.S. Dept. of State Trafficking in Persons Report (2013), available at http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2013/index.htm.] 

· 12-14 years old is the average age of entry of U.S. children into commercial sex. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Some research indicates that the average age of entry for U.S. girls is 12 to 14, while the average age for U.S. boys and transgender youth is 11 to 13. See Amanda Walker-Rodriguez and Rodney Hill, Human Sex Trafficking, FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, (March, 2011), available at http://www.fbi.gov/stats-services/publications/law-enforcement-bulletin/march_2011/human_sex_trafficking. See also Polaris Project, Child Sex Trafficking At-A-Glance, (2011), available at http://loveandlighttofreedom.org/uploads/Child_Sex_Trafficking__Polaris_Project-_Jan_2012_.pdf. See also Ernie Allen, President and CEO of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, speaking to the House Victims’ Rights Caucus Human Trafficking Caucus, Cong. Rec., 111th Cong., 2nd sess., 2010.] 

· Nearly 300,000 American youths are at risk of becoming victims of commercial sexual exploitation. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Amanda Walker-Rodriguez & Rodney Hill, Human Sex Trafficking, FED. BUREAU INVESTIGATION (Mar. 2011), http://www.fbi.gov/statsservices/publications/law-enforcementbulletin/march_2011/human_sex_trafficking] 

· In 2011, the National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) received 185 calls from callers who self-identified as truckers. Over 50% of those calls referenced human trafficking tips or crisis cases. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  POLARIS PROJECT, SEX TRAFFICKING AT TRUCK STOPS AT-A-GLANCE, (2012), available at http://www.polarisproject.org/resources/resources-by-topic/sex-trafficking.] 


Why does sex trafficking occur at commercial truck stops, state rest areas, and welcome centers? [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Id.] 

· Locations insulated from local communities; convenient for “transient customers to purchase sex with minimal concerns of detection”
· Geographically isolated locations make it difficult for victims to leave their situations and allow traffickers to quickly and frequently move victims. 
· Profitable for traffickers who make commercial sex accessible to dominantly male customer base 

What forms of sex trafficking have been identified as operating out of truck stops? [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Id.] 

Pimp-controlled sex trafficking 
· Traffickers or pimps compel victims to provide commercial sex at truck stops and rest areas.
· Often require victims to meet a daily quota or face physical violence
Brothels fronting as licensed massage parlors
· “Often prey on Asian women with promises of good jobs, and instead compel them into commercial sex” through debt bondage. 
· Many victims are often “isolated due to language and cultural barriers.”

Story of one victim of sex trafficking at truck stops [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Id.] 

U.S. vs. Scott (2004): “S.H. ran away from home at age 13 and, while on the street, was approached by Scott in a car with another woman in it. The two invited her into their car, offering her access to drugs and alcohol as well as claiming they would take her to a party. The individuals told S.H. they were going to Oklahoma City, but instead took her to Amarillo, Texas. Upon arriving, they informed S.H. that she would have to engage in prostitution at truck stops. S.H was required to bring in a nightly quota of $500-$1,000 and work from 9pm to 3am.  Scott pled guilty to transporting a minor for prostitution and was sentenced to 120 months in prison.”

Human Trafficking reaches every culture and demographics.  Some risk factors include:
· Youth
· Poverty
· Unemployment
· Homelessness
· Desperation
· Homes in countries torn by armed conflict, civil unrest, political upheaval, corruption, or natural disasters
· Family backgrounds strife with violence, abuse, conflict
· A need to be loved
· Immigration Status


Many victims don’t self-identify with the term “human trafficking” or “victim.”  Here are some key indicators of human trafficking:
· The individual is not able to hold on to their own personal documents
·  Behaviors and routines are controlled by another person
· Fearful of retribution or distrustful of others
· Appears afraid/nervous and may not make eye contact
· Physical, sexual, or psychological abuse
· Lack of knowledge about where they are or why
· Conversations seem scripted, inconsistent, or vague
· Signs of “branding” by traffickers such as: tattoos of the trafficker’s name and/or jewelry


Truck drivers can join the fight against human trafficking.
An initiative of IPATH, the Indiana Protection for Abused and Trafficked Humans task force 
The Office of the Indiana Attorney General, the Indiana Motor Truck Association, and Truckers Against Trafficking are encouraging truckers in Indiana to learn the signs of sex trafficking and how to report a trafficking situation. 

Training: Truckers Against Trafficking is a national group that has developed human trafficking training materials for the trucking industry:
· Carriers and schools can incorporate this training into existing orientations, trainings, and curriculum.  
· Human trafficking training DVD—viewers will learn about the issue of trafficking and hear from a survivor recovered when a truck driver made a tip that allowed law enforcement to come to her aid.
· “Wallet cards”—contain human trafficking indicators and the National Human Trafficking Hotline number; drivers can call this number to make tips on potential trafficking situations. Each driver can keep a card in their wallet for easy reference.
· For more information, please visit http://truckersagainsttrafficking.com/. 


Other resources on human trafficking, including Indiana specific statistics and contacts, are available through the Office of the Indiana Attorney General, co-chair of IPATH. Materials can be downloaded at http://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/humantrafficking/.

If you have questions or would like to learn more about human trafficking in Indiana, please contact the Attorney General’s Office at humantraffickinginfo@atg.in.gov or 317-234-2301.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Human trafficking situations are often very dangerous and unpredictable.
 If you suspect human trafficking, call 911 in an emergency and then contact the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline at: 888-3737-888 (text BeFree- 233733). 
If a child may be in danger, call the Indiana Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline: 1-800-800-5556. 
image1.jpeg




