INDIANA ARTS COMMISSION

GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS PLANNING COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 17, 2004
MEETING MINUTES

The Governor’s Arts Awards Planning Committee met in the conference room of the Indiana Arts Commission at 10 a.m. November 17, 2004.

Members present: Sandra Clark, co-chair; Jeanne Mirro, co-chair; Irene Smith-King, Phoebe Greeman, Wayne Schuetter, Deborah Stapleton, Wieka Benjamin, Marcus Jackman, Jeff Kuehl.

Members not present: William Hopper, Jim Bodenmiller, Floyd Worley 

IAC staff present: Dorothy L. Ilgen, Katherine Bull, Jennifer Johnson-Wade, and Rex Van Zant.

Because there was not a quorum of commissioners at the start of the meeting, approval of the consent agenda and minutes from the October 19, 2004 meeting was delayed pending arrival of additional committee members.
Committee members present conducted general discussion regarding the nomination review and voting process. Ms. Rulon stated she thought the criteria and scoring made the process easy to follow. Mr. Kuehl said he thought the process was better organized than in 2003, but found some difficulty in judging “quality of work” based only on a written nomination. Mr. Jackman agreed that it is very difficult to judge the work of an artist without actually experiencing it. Ms. Mirro said she thinks it might be a disadvantage for those making nominations to not actually know what the selection criteria is because they don’t know what questions the committee will be asking in the nomination review. Ms. Clark suggested that in the future the nomination forms should be modified to be more specific in stating the criteria.
Following the arrival of additional committee members, Mr. Jackman and Ms. Stapleton moved and seconded a motion for approval of the consent agenda. Mr. Schuetter and Mr. Kuehl moved and seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the October 19 meeting. The committee passed both motions unanimously.
Mr. Van Zant reported that the nomination criteria had been modified as had been recommended at the last meeting to clearly state that all nominations submitted for the 2005 awards, but not selected as finalists, would be kept on file for the next biennial awards consideration.
Since the October meeting, committee members received binders containing all of the 2005 nominations, and those 2003 nominations carried over for consideration in 2005. Committee members reviewed the nominations, and submitted their initial votes by mail, fax, or e-mail to the IAC. These votes were tabulated, and ranking sheets were prepared for the committee’s review and further discussion.

There was general discussion about the top nominees in each category (artists, individuals, organizations, and businesses), and other accomplishments of those nominees that might not have been reflected in the original nomination forms. The committee reviewed the initial vote totals for each of the categories and agreed there seemed to be a natural break in scoring at 65 points and that this should be the initial cut for further consideration.

The committee agreed to conduct a period of open discussion during which time the strengths and weaknesses of nominations could be reviewed in more depth. Mr. Kuehl suggested the nominations of Henry Leck and the Indianapolis Children’s Choir should be consolidated as one nomination in the same way Arts Place and Eric Rogers were consolidated in 2003. 

Ms. Mirro stated she believed there needed to be some clarification regarding the 2003 nominations of Bybee Stone Co. and the Bloomington Area Arts Council, versus the 2005 nomination of the Indiana Limestone Symposium as a program of the Bloomington Area Arts Council. The committee agreed that because of the impact Bybee Stone Co. provides to the symposium that the nomination should be consolidated and considered as a single nomination for Bybee Stone Co.

Ms. Clark asked if the 2003 nomination for the Arts Council of Indianapolis and the 2005 nomination of Indianapolis Mayor Bart Peterson should be consolidated. The committee discussed the proposal, but agreed the two should remain independent nominations because the contributions of both nominees to arts were not exclusively dependent upon the other. 

Ms. Smith-King pointed out the nomination for Murcie Poplar Lavendar did not reflect her contributions and accomplishments in the field of arts education.  

Upon completion of the open discussion, the committee began its first round of elimination voting. After four rounds of voting, the committee had established a final list of seven nominees for further consideration. The seven nominees will provide five primary nominees and two alternate candidates for final consideration. 

The final seven nominees include: Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne; Tim & Avi’s Salvage Store, Indianapolis; Richard Ford, Warsaw; Peter and David Turnley, New York; John Mellencamp, Bloomington; Murcie Poplar Lavendar, Gary; and Mayor Bart Peterson, Indianapolis. 

Mr. Van Zant explained the list of nominees will be sent to the office of Governor Mitchell E. Daniels for review and approval. Once the list is approved, the nominees will be notified of their selection and asked to confirm if they will accept the award, and assist the IAC in promoting the awards ceremony. If for any reason a nominee does not accept the award, can not attend the event, or can not assist with promotion of the event, an alternate will be selected and notified that they have been chosen as a recipient.
Following the voting process, the committee was asked to review and comment on this year’s selection process.

Ms. Benjamin suggested that future nomination forms should reflect the same specific questions the committee was asked to consider in reviewing the nominations. She pointed out that the selection criteria questions asked for information that often was not evident in the nominations because the nomination forms did not ask for that specific information. 

Mr. Jackman suggested that future nomination forms ask for a much clearer demonstration of quality of artistic work. He said he found the current narrative format lacking sufficient delineation of how to judge artistic quality.
Ms. Clark said she was troubled by the criteria question regarding the issue of significant impact or loss to a community related to a nominee. She said this was something that couldn’t really be measured, and could vary greatly depending upon each community. She suggested this criteria question be reworded or removed in the future.      

Mr. Van Zant reported that the date of October 17, 2005 had been confirmed with the Eiteljorg Museum, and that a contract had been signed to hold the date.   
Mr. Schuetter moved and Mr. Jackman seconded a motion to adjourn. The committee approved adjourning the meeting at 2:00 p.m.   

