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ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS COMMITTEE
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July 24, 2006
10:30 a.m.
Jeanne Mirro, Chairperson
Committee Members Present: Jeanne Mirro, Steve Tuchman, Kari Evans

Committee Members Not Present: India Cruse-Griffin, John DePrez, Cindy Frey, Judy Hess, Tom Hume, Marcus Jackman, Mary Jane Schenk, Kelly Schreckengast, Irene Smith-King

IAC Staff Members Present: Robyn Allen, Michelle Anderson, Dorothy Ilgen, Rebecca Stergos, Rex Van Zant
Item 1.
Welcome and Introductions


Ms. Mirro called the meeting to order at 10:50 a.m.
Item 2. 
Consent Agenda






A quorum was not present to take action.  Those in attendance informally agreed to accept the consent agenda and proceed with the meeting.
Item 3. 
Cultural Trust Update
a. Mr. Van Zant reported on Cultural Trust Plate sales, saying 30,538 total plates have been sold through April of 2006.  He also has negotiated to run color advertisements for the plate in ArtsEverywhere, a South Bend publication.  The ads will run in the June 2006 and February 2007 issues. Mr. Van Zant also reported that he has distributed lapel pins, key chains and rack cards to the BMV branches, to Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance for use in Project XL, to a high school music teacher to take on a trip to China, and to the BMV to distribute at the State Fair.  He reported that 2007 plates available will include AT and AC prefixes as well as an AZ prefix for motorcycle plates. 
b. Mr. Van Zant reported that the balance in the Cultural Trust as of June 30 is $942,986.65.  Total revenues for FY06 were $256,367.94, with $220,025 coming from plate sales and $36,342.94 coming from investment income.

c. Mr. Van Zant reported that the Cultural Trust Administrative Board met in July and decided to seek no further modification of the Cultural Trust legislation in this coming session.  The Board also decided to allow the Trust to continue to grow before funds are withdrawn.  They will seek an opinion from the Attorney General’s office regarding the addition of outside funds to the Trust.

Item 4. 
Advocacy Update
a. Ms. Mirro reported that the IAC met with the board of the Indiana Coalition for the Arts (INCA) on July 17.  The meeting focused on communication between the groups and presenting a unified voice to legislators and elected officials.  The INCA lobbyist Joe Loftus explained how the budgetary process works.  
b. Ms. Ilgen reported that the next major advocacy event will be a training session on September 14, with a presentation by Tom Birch of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA).  IAC and INCA are welcome to attend.
Item 5. 
Old Business

Ms. Ilgen presented a draft of the revised Advocacy and Awareness Committee Charge.  The Committee will be able to approve the revised charge at the next meeting.  Mr. Tuchman suggested that the charge be modified to include a representative of the Regional Arts Partnership on the Committee.

Mr. Van Zant presented an abridged transcript from the April 20 Learning From Legislators session hosted by NASAA.

Mr. Van Zant reported that it will soon be time to form the Governor’s Arts Award planning committee.  Nominations will begin in the fall.
Item 6. 
New Business



No new business was discussed.
Item 7. 
Adjourn



The Committee informally agreed to adjourn at 11:32 a.m.




