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HISTORIC SITE « CORYDON

Transforming Indiana from a territorial outpost to a functioning modern state
was a deeply dramatic and fascinating time in our nation’s history. From Co-
rydon’s colorful beginnings, Hoosier statesmen carefully built the foundations
for the state we know today.

Corydon Capitol State Historic Site commemorates Indiana’s first state capital
and follows the development of Indiana from a territory to a state. Vincennes,
the first territorial capital, was left on Indiana’s western edge when the lllinois
Territory was created, and in 1813, the capital was moved to Corydon, a more
central location for Indiana’s population at the time.

In June of 1816, 43 delegates met in Corydon to draft the first state constitution. Much of their work was done under
the shade of a large elm tree. The trunk of the tree, now known as “Constitution Elm,” is still standing. The first state
election was on Aug. 5, 1816, in which Jonathan Jennings was elected governor.

In November 1816, the first General Assembly of 29 representatives, 10 senators and the lieutenant governor met in
the new capitol building. On Dec. 11, 1816, Indiana was formally admitted as the 19th state. Corydon remained the state
capital until the government moved to Indianapolis in 1825.

Spaces available for use

Exterior
- First State Office Building grounds, Hendricks’ House garden, and the Capitol Square. These can accommodate
from a few people to several hundred people.

Hours

Corydon Capitol is open year-round.
« Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.
« Sunday 1p.m. to 5 p.m. (Closed on Sundays, January—March)

Contact

Bec Riley, Corydon Capitol Historic Site
202 E. Walnut St.
Corydon, IN 47112

P 812.738.4890

F 812.738.4904

E corydoncapitolshs@indianamuseum.org

W indianamuseum.org/corydon-capitol-state-historic-site
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