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February 2011   
March 1, 2011  

SWASO Application Deadline   

March 2, 2011  
IAC Executive Committee  
Indianapolis, IN  

March 10, 2011  
IAC Quarterly Business Meeting  
Carmel, IN  

March 15, 2011  
AOS III Application Deadline  

March 28, 2011  
Region 11 RIG Application 
Deadline  

April 1, 2011  
Region 7 RIG Application 
Deadline  

April 14-15, 2011  
ArtsLab Workshop  

 

Former IAC Commissioner 
Honored as Advocacy Leader   
Former Indiana Arts Commission member Sandra 
Clark received the 2011 Arts Advocacy Leadership 
Award from the Indiana Coalition for the Arts 
(INCA) during the group's February 21st Arts Day 
at the State House.  

Clark was recognized for her years of work as a 
board member with the Lotus Foundation.  

"I wouldn't be here without the partnership we 
have been able to build," Clark said. "I also have 
to thank the legislators from our region, Vi 
Simpson, Peggy Welch, Eric Koch and Matt Pierce, 
who have always been so supportive of the arts."  

The Bloomington native served the IAC from 2002 

http://www.in.gov/arts/SWASO.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/2373.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/2373.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/AOSIII.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/regionalinitiativegrant.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/regionalinitiativegrant.htm
http://www.in.gov/arts/2660.htm


2

Fort Wayne, IN  

April 15-16, 2011  
BEAD Workshop  
Bloomington, IN  

   

to 2009.  

Another CALA recipient with IAC connections was Gayle Holtman, recipient of the Arts Administrator of 
the Year Award. Holtman is Executive Director of Very Special Arts Indiana. Gayle previously worked on 
the staff of the IAC as a Community Development Coordinator.  

"It takes all of us, all kinds of abilities, skills, working together for inclusion," she said. "Through the 
arts, we can ignore the label of disabled. With the arts, we build ourselves, each other, and our 
communities."  

In addition to these recipients, INCA presented Deena Laska Lewis, Artistic Director for the Children's 
Center for Dance Education, Evansville, with their Arts Educator of the Year award. Virgil Exner, 
Studebaker National Museum, South Bend, received the award for Arts Volunteer of the Year.  

Original works of sculpture by Jay County artist Zach Medler represented the 2011 awards.  

For more information about the awards, and about INCA, please visit their website.   

 

Commissioner Trevor Yager Selected 
Among "40 Under 40"   
Indiana Arts Commissioner Trevor Yager, Indianapolis, was 
recently named by the Indianapolis Business Journal as one 
of the newspaper's "40 Under 40" business and community 
leaders.  

Yager was recognized for founding of TrendyMinds, a 
marketing services business Yager started during his senior 
year at Anderson University.  

Back then, the company focused on silk screening and 
embroidery services, but Yager kept his company current 
with the latest marketing tools and now offers a wide range 
of Web and social media as well as print and brand design 
services.  

http://www.inartscoalition.org/
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The IBJ also highlighted the work Yager's company does as part of a pro bono program that in 2010 
gave back $150,000 in in-kind services.  

The program provides opportunities for non-profit organizations to apply for project specific services 
from the company. TrendyMinds employees review the applications and vote on which one is most 
deserving. Past recipients included printing services for the Madame Walker Theatre Center, public 
relations and marketing plans for School on Wheels, and website development for IndyHub.    

 

Fort Wayne Workshop to Aid Organizations 
Facing Change   
What is your organization's identity? Who you are and how you face the 
major trends reshaping our society can well determine if you have a 
healthy organization.  

April 14 & 15, ArtsLab will present "Think Differently, Act Strategically" 
exploring how to adapt to change when change is hard. The workshop will 
focus on such objectives as thinking and acting strategically; engaging 
with the community; embracing a roadmap and maneuvering that 
roadmap; recognizing a healthy organizational structure; developing a 
healthy business model, and more.  

The event location and host organization is Arts United of Greater Fort 
Wayne, 303 E. Main Street, Fort Wayne, IN. The workshop hours will be 
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Thursday, April 14, and 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 15. Workshop registration includes lunch on Thursday and 
breakfast and lunch on Friday.  

Register for the workshop early as attendance will be limited to 100. The cost of the workshop is free to 
arts organizations from Ohio, Michigan and Indiana (Indiana attendees must be members of the 
Indiana Coalition for the Arts (INCA)). Visit the INCA website to learn more about membership.  

To register for the workshop, visit: http://www.in.gov/arts/2660.htm.  

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Courtyard by Marriott in downtown Fort Wayne, 1150 S. 
Harrison St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802 at a special rate of $89 good for the dates April 12 - 15. To reserve 

http://www.inartscoalition.org/
http://www.in.gov/arts/2660.htm
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a room, call 260-490-3629.  

ArtsLab is a five foundation collaborative program managed through Arts Midwest. The ArtsLab 
workshop is the first of three capacity building workshops being planned this year by the Indiana Arts 
Commission.     

 

Organization Board Development Topic of 
Bloomington Workshop   
Many arts and cultural organizations across Indiana have undergone 
significant changes in recent years. Nonprofit organizations 
throughout the state have entered into a new era in which the 
dynamics of board roles and responsibilities have been altered by 
changing economic and management forces.  

Managing a successful nonprofit organization is a little bit about art 
and a lot about science. It is about having the right tools and 
processes in place to attract the right kind of board leadership.  

In the workshop "The Art and Science of a Successful Nonprofit 
Organization: Board Development" FlashPoint Human Resources 
Consulting will collaborate with the Bloomington Entertainment and 
Arts District (BEAD) to provide attendees with practical tools and 
resources to effectively manage today and lead for tomorrow.  

Participants will learn techniques for building  a board recruiting 
strategy, and tools for interviewing, retaining, onboarding, and 

developing board members. FlashPoint will also present on methods for assessing and diagnosing the 
current state of your organization and ideas on delivering a positive and engaging board member 
experience.  

BEAD and the City of Bloomington, in partnership with the Indiana Arts Commission, will be hosting this 
two-day workshop April 15 & 16 at the Bloomington City Council Chambers, Bloomington City Hall, 401 
N. Morton St., Bloomington, IN 47404.  

Registration for this workshop is open to arts and cultural organizations throughout the state of 
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Indiana. The workshop is free of charge through a Technical Assistance Program grant from the Indiana 
Arts Commission.   

To register for the workshop, contact Miah Michaelsen, Assistant Economic Development Director for 
the Arts, at michaelm@bloomington.in.gov or call 812-349-3534. Space is limited, so register early. 
Before attending the workshop, participants will need to complete a brief survey about their 
organization. (source: press release)   

 

Governor Daniels Adds Wes Montgomery Portrait to Hoosier 
Heritage Gallery   
A portrait of John Leslie "Wes" Montgomery is the newest 
addition to the Hoosier Heritage Gallery that adorns the south 
wall of the Governor's Office.  

"We are honoring a great musician whose influence was felt far 
beyond his years," Daniel said.  

The portrait, painted in 1990 by Joel Washington, is on loan 
from the Indiana University Art Museum's Indiana Memorial 
Union collection in Bloomington. It replaces the portrait of Virgil 
I. "Gus" Grissom in the gallery.  

Born in Indianapolis in 1923, Montgomery is widely considered 
to be one of the most influential jazz guitarists in the history of 
the genre. A self-taught musician, Montgomery learned by 
studying guitarist Charlie Christian. He collaborated with many 
famous jazz musicians during his career, including a two-year 
tour with Lionel Hampton in 1948. Montgomery was nominated 
for several Grammy awards, winning two. A number of 
legendary guitarists, including Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Ray 
Vaughn, and Pete Townshend have pointed to Montgomery as a 
great influence.  

Montgomery died of a sudden heart attack at the height of his popularity in 1968. In 1970, the city of 
Indianapolis named a park in his honor; "Wes Mont" park is located on North Hawthorne Lane. (source: 
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press release)  

 

Two Indiana Landmarks to Receive 
Federal Preservation Grants   
Two Hoosier landmarks are among 61 recipients of the 
Save America's Treasures awards announced earlier this 
month by the National Park Service, and the President's 
Committee on the Arts and Humanities. The two 
organizations jointly announced the awarding of $14.3 
million in federal competitive grants.  

The grants are made in collaboration with the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), and Save America's Treasures 
private partner, The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  

With the grants, the 61 organizations and agencies will conserve nationally significant cultural and 
historic sites, buildings, objects, documents, and collections.   

Indiana projects include a $700,000 grant for repairs to supporting steel and window systems at Bulter 
University's Hinkle Fieldhouse. The facility is the oldest major basketball fieldhouse in the nation, and is 
recognized as the prototype for modern sports facilities helping transform college basketball in the 
1920s and 1930s.  

A grant of $414,444 was awarded for the USS LST 325 in Evansville. Built at the Philadelphia naval 
Shipyard and commissioned in 1943, the vessel is the only fully restored World War II era troop 
landing craft in the country. LST 325 participated in the invasions of Sicily, Salerno, and Normandy. 
The project will restore eleven ballast tanks by removing corrosion and accumulated sediment, and 
painting.  

"These Save America's Treasures grants will preserve the physical fabric of our history and the rich 
diversity of America's story, as told by its artists, scholars, and other notable figures," said First Lady 
Michelle Obama. "The awards also honor the hundreds of volunteers, organizations, and communities 
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whose energy and investment are ensuring that this national legacy endures for generations."  

This year's grants preserve examples of the rich and diverse history of the United States.  

"The National Endowment for the Arts is pleased to join our partner agencies in congratulating these 
awardees, who are preserving and presenting America's cultural and artistic treasures," said NEA 
Chairman Rocco Landesman. "Art and culture are the expression of our shared values as a society and 
serve as our collective heritage. These treasures remind us who we are as a people and often inspire us 
to be even more - that is, to exercise even greater creativity."  

Save America's Treasures received 338 grant applications from eligible federal agencies; state, local, 
and tribal governments; and nonprofit organizations. The evaluation of applications and 
recommendation of awards takes place through interagency collaborations that blends the cross-
disciplinary expertise of the federal cultural agencies (NEA, NEH, and IMLS) and the National Park 
Service. (source: press release)  

(Editor note: The NEA is accepting applications from non-profit organizations, units of state or local 
government, or federally recognized tribes from Indiana for the agency's Challenge America Fast Track 
grant program. Please see the Opportunities section below for more information)    

 

Indianapolis Children's Choir Dominates Awards from Music 
Educators Conference   
Ruth Dwyer, Associate Director and Director of Education 
for the Indianapolis Children's Choir (ICC), was the 
recipient of the prestigious Outstanding Hoosier Musician 
Award presented in late January at the Indiana Music 
Educators Association (IMEA) conference. The award 
recognizes individuals who have contributed to the 
advancement of music education in the state of Indiana, 
and who have contributed outstanding services to local, 
state, and national music organizations.  

In addition, Cindy Johnson, co-director of the ICC's 
Hamilton County choir in Fishers, won the Outstanding 
Indiana Music Educator, Middle School category. She is 
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also the choral director at Hamilton Southeastern Junior High School in Fishers, Indiana.  

Cantantes Angeli, one of the ICC's most advanced choirs, and the Fort Wayne Children's Choir (FWCC), 
directed by ICC founder and artistic director Henry Leck, and Brian Clissold, artistic director of the 
FWCC, performed for the conference attendees.  

Henry Leck and the Indianapolis Children's Choir were 2007 recipients of the Indiana Governor's Arts 
Awards. (source: press release)   

 

March is Disability Awareness Month   
Each March, Disability Awareness Month is recognized throughout 
Indiana. The arts, which celebrate inclusion, will provide several 
opportunities during the coming month to celebrate ability through 
creativity.  

March 4, 2011 from 6:00-9:00 p.m., VSA of Indiana will host their 
monthly gallery opening during First Fridays at the Harrison Center, 
1505 N. Delaware St., Indianapolis, featuring artwork created by 
Urban Artisans, a unique vocational program in studio arts and fine 
crafts.  

March 11, 2011 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. join Arc Rehab for its public 
reception at the Sugar Creek Art Center, 127 S. Pearl St., 
Thorntown, where you can meet the artists, see demonstrations, 
and listen to live music performed by Running River Strings, and Arc 
Rehab's Artisan Drummers.  

In addition to these events, the Muncie Southside High School Best 
Buddies will host an annual event March 18, 2011 that will include 
the dedication of art work made by students, a keynote speaker, and 
sessions featuring various disability awareness activities. For more 

information, contact Sheri Watson at swatson@muncie.k12.in.us.  

Another special event for Disability Awareness Month is the "Out Time to Shine" gala, March 19, 2011 
which will feature a runway fashion show to benefit Down Syndrome Indiana (DSI). The show will 
include both professional models and models with Down Syndrome displaying the creations of several 
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top designers. Designer Michael Michele, a former cast member of the TV drama ER and a native of 
Evansville, Indiana, will also have her clothing designs featured during the show. For more information, 
please visit: www.dsindiana.org/MWF2011.php.  

Arts related disability awareness activities will continue into the month of April. An exhibition, 
"Interpreter" will open April 1, 2011 from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at wUG LAKU'S STUDIO & gARAGE, in the 
Circle City Industrial Complex, 1125 Brookside Ave., C7, Indianapolis. The exhibition will feature the 
work of Warren Miller who is currently working on a series of paintings on deaf culture. On April 28, 
2011, the Indianapolis Museum of Art will host Planet Indy Lecture: Temple Grandin on Visual Thinking 
and Animal Behavior at the IMA's Toby Theater. Author, scientist, and animal welfare advocate Temple 
Grandin brings her unique perspective on visual ways of processing experience and how her own 
thinking as a person with Autism led her to become the designer of more humane livestock handling 
facilities.     

If you or your organization is interested in hosting or becoming involved with an event during Disability 
Awareness Month, the Governor's Council for People with Disabilities has a special website dedicated to 
disability awareness that includes a resource library, an event calendar, and webinars to help you plan 
your event. Please visit their website.   

 

Creative Marketing Keeps the 
Arts Triving in Northwest Indiana   
(Molly Woulfe, courtesy Times of Northwest Indiana)  

Color the art world savvy. Chalk it up to the 
recession.  

Foot traffic is up 20 percent at the Steeple Gallery in 
St. John, one of 9,000 arts-related businesses in 
Indiana. Sales are up 15 percent over the past year.  

"I honestly don't know why," artist-owner Smantha 
Dalkilic-Miestowski said. "Art is not food. It's not 
shelter. It's not your mortgage. It's kind of a luxury 
item."  

http://www.dsindiana.org/MWF2011.php
http://www.indianadisabilityawareness.org/
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Press her for details, though, and a portrait of the artist-as-businesswoman emerges.  

The veteran dealer greets firt-timers warmly, showing them around her eclectic gallery. Her prices are 
reasonable, starting at $30 for a vintage botanical print.  

As for selection, her gallery, housed in a former church, caters to a wide range of tastes. Framed 
Gregorian chant vellums share wall space with geometric oils. Abstract portraits lock eyes with metal 
schulptures. Confess you have a passion for traditional prints - say, of birds - and "Sam" whisks out 
hand-tinted images of hawks, hummingbirds, even peacocks.  

"I ask why they (guests) are there," Dalkilic-Miestowski said. "And I listen: 'Well, I'm a teacher,' or 'I 
have a condo in Florida and am looking for a tropical painting. Do you...?' Wel, I do."  

What she doesn't do: take the bottom line for granted. The gallery owner doubles as her own 
marketing nuse, networking with chambers of commerce and businesses. She also custom-frames art, 
hosts children's art-themed parties and rents the gallery for receptions. Her dream is to open a 
sculpture garden.  

"People are more accepting of art," she said. "They want to enhance their house, and their soul."  

That's good news for region artists in this era of dwindling grants. Thirty-seven states slashed arts 
funding last year, the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies reported. The average cut was 19 
percent.  

The Indiana Arts Commission protested a proposed 50 percent cut, winning a 20 percent compromise 
in a special legislative session. South Shore Arts, which distributes IAC grants in the region, is going to 
bat to preserve existing funds again for the upcoming fiscal year.  

(To read the full Times of Northwest Indiana feature story, please click here. The IAC is grateful 
to The Times for permission to reprint a portion of this story)     

 
News Around the State  

 

Former IAC Commissioner and Author Marcia Adams Dies at 75 (Fort Wayne, IN)  
Author, television host, and former Indiana Arts Commissioner Marcia Adams died February 5, 2011 at 
the age of 75. Adams PBS programs included "Marcia Adams, More Cooking from Quilt Country," based 

http://www.nwitimes.com/special-section/one-region-one-vision/regional/article_246678a1-e377-58ed-bb2c-269a26a0632e.html
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off of her first book, "Cooking from Quilt Country"  published in 1988. Four more cooking books came 
along before health issues sidelined her writing in 1996. After a successful heart transplant in 2001, 
Adams authored two more books based on her experiences with heart disease and her transplant 
surgery. She was an active philanthropist who assisted with fund drives that built the Fort Wayne 
Performing Arts Center, now known as Arts United Center, and the Fort Wayne Museum of Art. Adams 
served as an IAC Commissioner from 1987 to 1989. (source: Fort Wayne News-Sentinel Online)  

Arts United Announces Name for New Downtown Arts Facility (Fort Wayne, IN)  
Downtown Fort Wayne's newest arts facility now has a name. Arts United leaders announced the "Auer 
Center for Arts and Culture" will be the name of the building they recently purchased across from the 
Arts United Center. It will soon serve as a shared space for arts and cultural organizations in the heart 
of the cultural district. Jim Sparrow, Executive Director of Arts United, said the naming of the facility is 
in response to a $1 million contribution made by the Edward D. and Ione Auer Foundation, which made 
the purchase of the building possible. Arts United is planning to develop an area of downtown into an 
arts campus, creating a centralized hub or artistic activity that will spur social, economic and cultural 
growth for decades to come. (source: press release)   

Dallas Symphony Appoints IU Professor (Bloomington, IN)  
The Indiana University Jacob's School of Music recently announced that the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
has appointed Alexander Kerr as concertmaster, effective September 1, 2011. While taking on these 
duties, Kerr will maintain his post as full-time professor of music in the Jacobs School. Kerr will also 
continue serving as principal concertmaster of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, a position to 
which he was appointed in 2007. (source: Inside Indiana Business)  

New Performing Arts Center Raises Political Ire (Carmel, IN)  
A central Indiana mayor finds himself the target of tea party activists taking issue with spending on a 
new performing arts center. Members of The Constitutional Patriots, a small fledgling tea party 
group, say the City of Carmel and Mayor Jim Brainard's spending on the new Palladium Center for the 
Performing Arts, and other projects could potentially leave residents on the hook for hundreds of 
millions of dollars. Brainard told Associated Press that spending, such as the $170 million Palladium 
reflect investments in economic development that benefit the city's tax base. (source: Associated 
Press)  

Nominations Sought for Hoosier Author Contest (Indianapolis, IN)  
A call for nominations for the 2011 Eugene & Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors Award is currently open 
through March 25, 2011. The award is a program of the Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library 
Foundation and recognizes the contributions of Indiana authors to the literary landscape in Indiana and 
across the nation. Nomination forms are available until March 25 at www.indianaauthorsaward.org. 
There is no fee to nominate an author. Complete information and eligibility guidelines are included on 
the nomination forms. Any published writer who was born in Indiana or who has lived in Indiana for at 

http://www.indianaauthorsaward.org/
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least five consecutive years is eligible for nomination. A 10-member statewide panel will select the 
winners in three categories from the nominated authors. (source: Inside Indiana Business)  

DeBartolo Performing Arts Center Wins Multiple Design Awards (Notre Dame, IN)  
The University of Notre Dame's DeBartolo Performing Arts Center is a recent winner of three total 
national and international print and editorial design awards. In January, the center won a 2010 In-
HOWse Design Merit Award for in-house creative work. The In-HOWse Awards recognize the best 
creative work produced by designers working in corporations, associations and organizations. This 
premiere award shines a spotlight on an under-represented segment of the design industry. In 
February, the center won two 2011 HOW International Design Merit Awards for brochure and editorial 
design. The HOW International Design Awards recognize the best creative work from private and public 
corporations, associations and organizations throughout the world. (source: press release)      

Public Art Projects Create Buzz in Northwest Indiana (Valparaiso & Munster, IN)  
Two communities in northwest Indiana have discovered that public art is gaining attention and 
increased respect in their communities. After more than a decade of promoting public art in Munster, it 
appears the community has come to embrace the benefits it brings. Although one of the largest pieces 
was damaged when hit by a car, and quickly repaired, the others have managed to escape damage 
from accidents or vandalism. The public art project in Munster requires any business receiving tax 
abatement must spend 1 percent of the value of the abatement on some form of public art. Most of the 
one dozen pieces produced so far are on the business properties, but some have been donated in 
Munster Parks. Unlike Munster, which has had the public art program for several years, Valparaiso is 
relatively new to the scene, but prefers the idea of renting pieces over limited periods of time. 
Valparaiso's "Mercury" is the city's second venture in public art. The new sculpture, created by Terrence 
Karpowicz, sits near a roundabout and has garnered the city's Redevelopment Commission with several 
compliments from the public. The arrival of "Mercury" was arranged through the Lubeznik Center for 
the Arts in Michigan City. The city is renting the sculpture for three years. Valparaiso is also consulting 
with the Lubeznik curator about possible sites for the future placement of public art along a newly 
constructed pathway between Valparaiso University and downtown. (source: Indiana Economic Digest)  

Indiana Seed Company Seeks Packet Art Designs from Hoosier Artists (Bloomington, IN)  
Nature's Crossroads, an organic seed company located in Bloomington, Indiana, has launched an Earth-
Friendly Seeds Art Packet Competition. Indiana artists of all abilities and media types are encouraged 
to create an art piece inspired by one of three varieties of locally adapted seeds - Table Queen Acorn 
Squash, Ragged jack Kale, and Sweet Genovese Basil. One winner from each category will receive 
a cash prize of $100 and have his or her artwork used to create a custom seed packet for the 2012 
Nature's Crossroads catalog. Each packet will include information about the artist in addition to planting 
instructions and information about the farm where the seeds were grown. For more information about 
the contest, please visit the Nature's Crossroads website, or contact Team Coordinator Maggie 
Sullivan via email: maggie@naturescrossroads.com or call 812-327-9612.       

https://www.naturescrossroads.com/Articles.asp?ID=251
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News Around the Nation  

 

NEA Funding Cuts Appear Certain (Washington, D.C.)  
Federal funding for the arts via the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) appears almost certain to 
face the budget axe, the only question seems to be how large of a cut will be inflicted. President 
Obama's recently released budget blueprint calls for a $145 million allocation to the NEA, or 21.5 
million less than the current funding level for the agency. Earlier this month, the House Appropriations 
Committee recommended a $6 million cut to the NEA's current funding level, but within 24 hours of the 
proposal had revised the recommendation to $22 million. The proposal was further debated on the 
House floor late this month with a final House version calling for a total $42 million budget reduction 
from the 2011 appropriation for the NEA. The appropriations legislation now moves to the Senate 
where the budget issue will be debated during the week of February 28. If the House reductions remain 
intact, the NEA's budget will be at a 16 year low. (source: Americans for the Arts)    

Survey Reports State Arts Funding to Decrease in 2011 (Washington, D.C.)  
Legislative appropriations to state arts agencies is expected to decrease by 7.2% in 2011, according to 
the Legislative Appropriations Annual Survey, published by the National Assembly of State Arts 
Agencies (NASAA). Between 2010 and 2011, the report finds that state arts agencies lost $21.2 million 
in state funds, leaving total legislative appropriations to state arts agencies at $272 million. The survey 
reports that 2011 marks the third consecutive year of declines in state legislative appropriations to the 
arts. "When a state arts agency's funding is reduced, communities throughout that state feel sharp 
consequences," said Jonathan Katz, NASAA CEO. "State arts agency appropriations employ workers in 
many different creative industries, improve education outcomes, boost local economic activity and 
generate tax revenues. Cuts to arts appropriations have far-reaching negative effects on a state's 
workers, families, businesses and schools." (source: NASAA press release)  

Texas Commission on the Arts Faces Potential Elimination (Austin, TX)  
On February 8th, Texas Governor Rick Perry unveiled his proposed FY2012-2013 budget during his 
State of the State address. The document includes a recommendation to "suspend the appropriation to 
the Commission on the Arts" (TCA). If approved by the state's legislature, this would eliminate all state 
funding for the agency. Without the state funding, the TCA would also be ineligible to receive funding in 
the form of federal grants from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). The governor's budget 
proposal will be taken into consideration along with the Texas House and Senate appropriations bills. 
Both draft bills currently contain identical funding recommendations for the TCA, including a 50% 
reduction in the agency operating budget (including grants); a reduction in TCA staff of 30% (five full-
time positions); elimination of funding for advertising, promotion, and cultural tourism; elimination of 
the TCA's contract for online grant system; and a further reduction of 40% for all TCA travel. (source: 
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Texas Arts Commission legislative update)   

Kansas Governor Seeks to Dissolve State Arts Commission (Topeka, KS)  
Early this month, Kansas Governor Sam Brownback issued an executive order abolishing the Kansas 
Arts Commission (KAC) effective July 1, 2011 and transfer the state agency's responsibilities to the 
Kansas Historical Society. According to a news release issued from the governor's office, Brownback's 
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2012 would allocate $200,000 through the state's Historical Society to 
assist in the transition from a state agency into the Kansas Arts Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) and further 
established a board of directors for the new foundation. The governor's release estimates the cost 
savings for the state general fund would be nearly $600,000. According to the KAC website, the 
proposed action could jeopardize nearly $780,000 in direct federal funding from the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and another $438,000 the agency receives in indirect grants and 
services from Mid-America Arts Alliance, the KAC's regional partner. The governor's proposed budget 
must still be approved by the state's legislature. (source: Kansas Arts Commission, Office of the 
Governor)   

   

 
Opportunities  

 

NEA Seeks Indiana Applicants for Challenge America Fast Track Grants (Washington, D.C.)  
The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) seeks applications from non-profit organizations, units of 
state or local government, or federally recognized tribes for Challenge America Fast-Track Grants for 
Fiscal Year 2012. Challenge America Fast-Track grants enable eligible entities, particularly those 
organizations that are small or mid-sized, to expand the reach of the arts to underserved populations - 
those demographics whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, 
economics, or disability. A sample of recent grants awarded may be found on the NEA website. 
Applications must be submitted via Grants.gov, the federal government's online application system, no 
later than May 26, 2011. Applicants will receive notification within approximately six months for 
projects starting after January 1, 2012. Grants are $10,000 and require a one-to-one match. Projects 
should be focused, distinct activities that are generally smaller in scale and shorter in duration than 
those supported through other NES categories. Projects are limited to one of the following types: Guest 
Artists; Cultural Tourism; Public Art; or Civic Design. Complete application instructions are available at: 
www.arts.gov/grants/apply/. To further explain this grants program, the NEA plans to host a 
teleconference scheduled for March 15, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. CST (11:00 a.m. EST) for all interested 
Indiana applicants. If your organization, government entity, or tribe would like to participate, please 
call 1-877-685-5350. When prompted, participants should enter the code 268886. Organizations 

http://www.arts.gov/grants/recent/index.html
http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/
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that apply to Challenge America Fast Track grants are not eligible to apply under the NEA's Art Works 
category.     

Marketing Director for Cardinal Stage Company (Bloomington, IN)  
The Cardinal Stage Company seeks a full-time Marketing Director responsible for generating 
interest/sales for Cardinal productions and special events. Focus is on audience development in new 
markets: local, intermediate, and further afield. Director is given a high level of responsibility to 
develop new audiences and group sales, conceive and implement multiple level marketing strategies to 
fill seats. Director will create promotional relationships with area restaurants, businesses, and media 
outlets. Through attendance in meetings with the artistic staff and access to rehearsals and 
performances, the Marketing Director will be exposed to the artistic process and learn how to 
effectively market Cardinal shows to a diverse audience. Director will conduct audience research, 
special events, group sales, direct mail and subscription campaigns. The ideal candidate will have: 
marketing experience in the arts, business or non-profit environment, excellent organizational and 
computer skills, thrive in a fast-paced, independent environment and have the desire to work with an 
enthusiastic and creative team. Graphic design and website/database management capabilities are 
desirable. Qualifications: Bachelor's degree and proven experience in marketing. Excellent 
written/verbal skills; strong interpersonal skills. A high level of maturity, judgment, and ability to 
motivate colleagues and inspire confidence among sponsors, community partners, professionals and 
volunteers. Strong computer skills required and an affinity for the arts. Send cover letter expressing 
your interest and suitability for the position, a resume, and three references by March 1, 2011 to: 
Caroline Dowd-Higgins, Cardinal Stage Board of Directors, cdowd@indiana.edu. If you have 
questions, call 812-327-4884.   
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