INDIANA ARTS COMMISSION
ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS COMMITTEE

August 28, 2007 10:00 a.m.

IAC CONFERENCE ROOM

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

Committee members present:  Karen Ellerbrook, Cindy Frey, John DePrez

Committee members on teleconference:  Tom Hume, Mary Jane Schenk

IAC Staff present:  Lewis Ricci, Rex Van Zant, Susan Britsch, Dennis Hardin

Committee members absent:  Irene Smith-King, Judy Hess, Ron Stratten, Marcus Jackman, Ana Papakhian
1.  Ms. Frey chaired the meeting in Mr. Stratten’s absence.  The meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m.

2.  Minutes of May 30, 2007 meeting were read and approved.

3.  Legislative Advocacy Update (Mr. ricci)


a.  Eric Koch, legislator from Bedford, has offered his assistance during the short session to forward legislation on non-budgetary items, especially designating Cultural Districts throughout Indiana.  Previous legislation, introduced as an amendment to other budget items, stalled and did not make it to the floor of the Statehouse.  


b.  Senator Theresa Lubbers will champion the IAC effort to bring awareness in the legislature for Arts Education in the public schools.  Base-line data will be needed to support this effort.

c.  Mr Ricci recently met with the State Budget Director for approval of the bi-annual IAC budget.

4.  Governor’s Arts Awards Update (Mr. Ricci)


a.  Winners of the 2007 Governor’s Arts Awards were announced.  They are:



Indianapolis Children’s Choir, Henry Leck, director



Menachem Pressler



Jamey Aebersold


City of Jasper



Fischoff National Chamber Music Association


Lori Efroymson-Aguilera

b.  The IAC has been advised by the Governor’s office that he will likely not be able to attend the Arts Awards Ceremonies on October 25th in Bloomington.  Discussion was held to form strategies for approaching the Governor’s office in this matter, emphasizing the importance of his presence in some fashion.  Mr. Steifel was contacted via speakerphone for his input, and a strategy was outlined for approaching the Governor through third parties.  

5.  State Advocates Update (Mr. Deprez).


a.  Sally Gaskill was announced as the new president of the Indiana Association for the Arts.

6.  Old business: none

7.  New business:


Mr. Van Zant announced changes in the IAC website, more to come

8.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

