INDIANA ARTS COMMISSION
ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS COMMITTEE

IAC Conference Room

150 W. Market St., Suite 618

Indianapolis, IN 46204

November 29, 2007

	Committee Members Present:
	Ronald Stratten (chair), John DePrez, Kelly Schreckengast, Marsha Oliver, Cindy Frey (teleconference)

	Committee Members Not Present:
	Karen Ellerbrook, Judy Hess, Irene Smith-King, Miah Michaelson, John Cain

	IAC Staff Members Present:
	Lewis Ricci, Michelle Anderson, Rex Van Zant, Jay Chauhan, Susan Britsch, Dennis Hardin




1) Welcome and Introductions

a) Mr. Stratten convened the meeting at 10:04 a.m
2) Consent Agenda

a) Mr. DePrez moved to approve the consent agenda.

b) Ms. Schreckengast seconded.  
c) Motion passed.

3) Legislative Advocacy Update

a) Mr. DePrez discussed current activities in the Indiana Coalition for the Arts (INCA) (website: inartsadvocates.org).  
i) The organization recently participated in a gathering with GOP caucus members sponsored by Barnes & Thornburg.  It was a good opportunity for advocating the arts to legislators.  
ii) Mr. Ricci added that IAC should be keeping a vigilant watch for upcoming advocacy opportunities.  
iii) Ms. Oliver remarked that the Indianapolis Museum of Art is trying to schedule an event with legislators on February 4, 2008.
4) State Arts Advocacy Update

a) Mr. Ricci discussed the progress of proposed legislation to authorize IAC to designate “cultural districts” throughout Indiana, and presented the preliminary draft legislation.

b) Mr. Ricci and Ms. Britsch discussed the Arts Education Initiative, including a recent meeting with State Senator Teresa Lubbers, who will guide the legislative effort.
i) They reiterated the need for base-line data to be assembled prior to legislative discussions, to be presented in the form of a brief (1-2 page) “white paper”.  
ii) There was discussion of possible funding for such a study.  
c) Ms. Anderson discussed her attendance at a recent round-table discussion on the state of arts education.  
d) Other comments were from Mr. Stratten and Ms. Oliver.

5) Mr. Ricci reviewed the recent (October 2007) Governor’s Arts Awards, and Mr. Van Zant presented a Power Point program highlighting press coverage of the event,  photos from the event , and a favorable financial report.  Other positive comments were offered by Ms. Frey.
6) Old Business

a) There was no old business.
7) New Business

a) There was no new business.
8) Adjournment

a) Ms. Schreckengast moved to adjourn.

b) Ms. Frey seconded.  
c) Motion passed.  
d) Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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