INDIANA ARTS COMMISSION

ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS COMMITTEE

May 30, 2007 2:00 p.m.
IAC CONFERENCE ROOM
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

	Committee Members Present:
	John DePrez, Jeanne Mirro, Irene Smith-King, Ron Stratten

	Committee Members Not Present:
	Cindy Frey, Tom Hume, Marcus Jackman, Ana Papakhian, Mary Jane Schenk, Kelly Schreckengast



	IAC Staff Members Present:
	Michelle Anderson, Bobbie Garver, Robyn Kelly, Monica Peterson, Lewis Ricci, Rebecca Stergos, Rex Van Zant




1) Welcome and Introductions
a) Ms. Mirro called the meeting to order 2:01 p.m.
2) Consent Agenda

a) Meeting agenda

b) February 27, 2007 Minutes

c) Mr. DePrez moved.

d) Ms. Mirro seconded to approve the consent agenda.  
e) Motion passed.

3) Legislative Advocacy Update
a) Budget Update
i) Mr. Ricci reported that the legislature and Governor approved an increase in arts funding which equals $1.25 million over the next biennium.    

b) Legislative Communications
i) Mr. Ricci thanked Rep. Sheila Klinker and Sen. Robert Meeks for their help passing the budget increase.  He encouraged Committee members to contact these legislators to thank them personally.

c) Other Legislation
i) Mr. DePrez asked the Committee if the next piece of legislation could possibly be a “Percent For Art” program in the state. 
ii) Mr. Ricci also suggested advocating for economic incentives for arts districts in Indiana cities.

4) State Arts Advocacy Update
a) Mr. DePrez reported that the Indiana Coalition for the Arts will meet at 3:00 p.m. on June 14, where new officers will be elected.  
b) INCA board member Sally Gaskill has held training sessions around the state, to help arts organizations become more effective in influencing policy.  
c) Mr. Van Zant discussed that three INCA members should hold seats on this Committee; he asked that these seats be filled by the next meeting.
5) Old Business

a) Committee charge
i) Mr. Van Zant presented the Committee charge, which outlines who should sit on the Committee.  The paragraph on Committee membership was recommended to read, “Three members shall be representatives of the Indiana Coalition for the Arts.  Members of the General Assembly may also serve in an informal advisory capacity.”  
ii) Mr. DePrez recommended regularly requesting legislators attend these meetings.

b) Update on Cultural Trust investments

i) Mr. Van Zant reported that the balance in the Cultural Trust, as of April 30, is $1,175,438.47.  In the fiscal year 2006, $200,620 of plate purchase revenue has been collected. 

6) New Business
a) Update on Governor’s Arts Awards

i) Mr. Ricci reported that the planning committee is meeting regularly, chaired by Commissioner Cindy Frey.  
ii) Five recipients and two alternates have been selected to receive the award.  
iii) The committee is exploring the possibility of holding the event outside of Indianapolis, to promote statewide ownership of the award.  
(1) No date has been set for the event, but the anticipated timeline is for October of 2007.  

b) Website Update

i) Ms. Kelly reported on popularity of newsletter topics and website traffic statistics for the past few months.  
ii) The website will soon be migrating to a uniform IN.gov content management system.  
(1) New features to the website include secure financial transactions, which will allow online donations to the Cultural Trust Fund and online ticket purchasing for the Governor’s Arts Awards.

c) Poetry Out Loud Update

i) Ms. Stergos reported that the Indiana state champion for Poetry Out Loud is Branden Wellington of Broad Ripple High School.  
(1) Mr. Wellington advanced to the National Finals, where he earned second place. 
(a) His award includes a $10,000 scholarship.  
ii) The NEA has increased funding by 50% for each state for the 2008 Poetry Out Loud program.

d) Poets Laureate Gathering Update

i) Ms. Stergos reported that she and Poet Laureate Joyce Brinkman are on schedule preparing for Sporting Words: The Third National Gathering of Poets Laureate.  
ii) Events will be held statewide June 22-28, 2007. 

7) Adjourn

a) Mr. DePrez moved.

b) Ms. Smith-King seconded to adjourn the meeting.  
c) Motion passed.  
d) Meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m.
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