BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NUMBER: 2019 NB 310

FILED
FEB 17 2020

Indiana Professional
Licensing Agency

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF: )
)
LISA A. HELMERICH, R.N., A.P.N,, )
)
)

LICENSE NO: 28089995A, 71002970A

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT

The State of Indiana (“Petitioner”), by counsel, Deputy Attorney General Melinda
Pickett, on behalf of the Office of the Indiana Attorney General, and pursuant to Ind. Code § 2{57-‘
1-7-7, Ind. Code ch. 25-1-5, Ind. Code § 25-23-1-7, the Administrative Orders and Procedures
Act, Ind. Code ch. 4-21.5-3, and Ind. Code ch. 25-1-9, files its Administrative Complaint against
the nursing license of Lisa A. Helmerich, R.N., A.P.N. (“Respondent”), and in support alleges
and states the following:

FACTS

1. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“R.N.”) in the State of Indianai having bg@r}
issued license number 28089995A by examination on September 7, 1984.

2. Respondent is an Advanced Practical Nurse (“A.P.N.”) in the State of Indiana
having been issued license number 71002970A on July 10, 2009.

3. Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
(“IPLA”) is 979 Highway 261, Boonville, Indiana 47601.

4. On August 15, 2018, Respondent was charged with one (1) count of Operating a
Vehicle with Alcohol Concentration of 0.15 or More, a Class A Misdemeanor and one (1) count
of Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated, a Class A Misdemeanor in the Warrick Superior Court

No. 1 under cause number 87D01-1808-CM-000931. The probable cause affidavit alleged that




Respondent was pulled over on August 11, 2018, and blew a .38% BAC on the portablve
breathalyzer. A chemical test was then conducted and registered a .211% BAC. During a search
of Respondent’s vehicle a vodka bottle was located in the console, an open Hydrochloride pill
packet was located on the floor board along with unopened moonshine jars and a cup that ;:ozntafir.led
a bloody mary. Respondent was arrested following the tests and search.

5. On August 31, 2018, Respondent pled guilty to Operating a Vehicle While
Intoxicated, a Class C Misdemeanor; the other charge was dropped. Respondent’s plea was_f;aken
under advisement for a period of one (1) year and the court conditionally deferred the proceedings
as long as Respondent complied with a year of the Warrick County Pre-Trial Deferral _Program
and Court Substance Abuse Program.

6. On July 18, 2019, Respondent renewed her Indiana nursing license and answereq
“no” to the question which asks, “Since you last renewed, and except for...have you be"en ar7r,es‘te’d‘,
entered into a diversion agreement, been convicted of, pled guilty to, or pled nolq c‘on“[endgrg to
any offense, misdemeanor, or felony in any state or U.S. territory?”

7. On or about August 30, 2019, the Warrick County case was dismissed due to
Respondent’s compliance with the deferral program.

8. On September 17, 2019, at approximately 7:48 a.m., Respondent reported to work
at the Gibson Coal Health Center located in Owensville, Indiana. Another employee at the clinic
smelled alcohol on Respondent’s breath and asked to check Respondent’s sugar levels to check
for diabetic complications, and Respondent refused. The employee suggested that Respondent
call her husband to take Respondent home, but instead Respondent got in her vehicle. Two other

employees offered to drive Respondent home, but she refused.




9. On September 19, 2019, Respondent was charged with one (1) count of Operating
a Vehicle While Intoxicated with 0.15% Alcohol or more, a Class A Misdemeanor in the Gibson
County Superior Court under cause number 26D01-1909-CM-000927. The probable cause
affidavit alleged that on September 17, 2019 at approximately 8:36 a.m., Respondent was pulled
over and initially denied drinking and refused a breathalyzer. Respondent eventually admitted she
had wine coolers at 3:00 a.m. Respondent was arrested and a blood draw was conducted which
returned a BAC at .20%.

10.  On October 28, 2019, Respondent pled guilty and was convicted of one (1) count
of Operating a Vehicle with Alcohol Concentration Equivalent to .15 or More. Respondent was
sentenced to three hundred and sixty (360) days in the Gibson County Jail, suspended but for
time served to probation. Defendant was referred to Gibson County Substance Abuse Treatment
Court.

11.  On September 19, 2019, Respondent resigned from Gibson Coal Health Center.

12. The Order for Specialized Driving Privileges Issued at Sentencing from Gibson
Superior Court on October 28, 2019 listed Respondent’s current employer as Pain Center, Dr.
Sanapati.

13. On or about October 28, 2019, Respondent made contact with the Indiana State

Nurses Assistance Program (“ISNAP”).

VIOLATIONS

14. By her conduct in being convicted of Operating a Vehicle with Alcohol
Concentration Equivalent to .15 or More in Gibson County, Indiana, Respondent has been
convicted of a crime that is harmful to the public and is subject to discipline pursuant to Ind.

Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(2)(B).




15. By her conduct in responding “No” on her nursing license renewal after being
arrested in August 2018, Respondent violated Ind. Code 25-1-9-4(a)(1 )(A), thereby subjecting
her to discipline.

16. By her conduct in reporting to work intoxicated on September 17, 2019, and
continuing to work at another healthcare employer after her resignation, and not making contact
with ISNAP until late October 2019, Respondent continued to practice although unfit to do so
due to an addiction, or severe dependency on alcohol or other drugs and is subject to discipline

pursuant to Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(4)(D).

ACCORDINGLY, Petitioner demands this Board enter an order finding that:

1. Respondent is subject to discipline according to Ind. Code § 25-1-9;
2. Imposes an appropriate disciplinary sanction;
3. Directs the Respondent to immediately pay all cost incurred in the prosecution of

this case; and

4. Provides any further relief that the Board deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

Curtis T. Hill, Jr.,
Attorney General of Indiana
Atty. No.: 13999-20

o Wyt [0
Melinda Pickett
Deputy Attorney General

Atty. No.: 31079-32

Indiana Office of the Attorney General
Medical Licensing
302 West Washington Street, Fifth Floor



Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2770
Telephone Number (317) 232-6308
Fax Number (317) 233-4393
Email: Melinda.pickett@atg.in.gov

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the foregoing "Administrative Complaint™ has been served upon the
Respondent at the address listed below, by United States First Class Mail on this mm day of
Feboruary-  2020.

0

Lisa Helmerich
979 Highway 261
Boonville, Indiana 47601

Joshua Timmons
Counsel for Respondent
1512 N. Delaware St.
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
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Melinda Pickett
Deputy Attorney General
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