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BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NO.: 93 NB 024

STATE OF INDIANA,

Petitioner,

FILED

APR 26 1905

HEALTH PROFESSK
BUREAL)

V.

CHARLENE MCDANIELS, L.P.N.,
License number 27031341,

— N et e g v e v et vt

Respondent.

FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER

An administrative hearing was held on February 16, 1995, before the Indiana
State Board of Nursing ("Board") in rooms 4 and 5 of the Conference Center of
Indiana Government Center South, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana 46204. Said hearing was to consider a proposed settlement agreement
regarding a Complaint filed by the State on August 11, 1993, against the nursing
license of Charlene McDaniels, L.P.N., ("Respondent”). The settlement conference
was held on February 16, 1995.

The State of Indiana was represented by Amy Huffman Oliver, Deputy
Attorney General. The Respondent was present and represented by John W.

Brooks of Indianapolis, Indiana. The Board member presiding over the settlement

conference was Juanita Richards, L.P.N.




The Board, after taking official notice of its file in this matter and considering
the settlement proposal, by a vote of 5 to 0, with Ms. Richards abstaining, issues

the following Findings of Fact:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Respondent, who resides at 4126 N. Arlington Ave., Indianapolis,
Indiana 462286, is a duly licensed practical nurse in the State of Indiana holding
Indiana license number 27031341.

2. The Respondent worked at the Sherman Drive Health Facility in
Indiénapolis, Indiana, from May 13, 1993, to June 4, 1993, as a relief night shift
charge nurse.

3. On the night shift of June 3-4, 1993, the Respondent saw resident Sally
Strickland wandering the hallways of the facility and entering other residents'
rooms.

4. During the night shift, the Respondent found Ms. Strickland searching
through the medication cart. She believes that Ms. Strickland found a discarded 2
m.g. Ativan (Lorazepam) tablet in the trash of the medication cart and ingested it.

5. Ms. Strickland did not have a prescription for Lorazepam. A drug test
found that she did ingest Lorazepam. She slept most of the following day and
suffered no other ill effects from the medication.

6. When the day shift arrived and Faith Black, L.P.N., counted the

narcotics, she found a Lorazepam tablet missing and she found that it had not been




charted as being given to a patient or charted as being accidentally ingested by Ms.
Strickland. The Respondent told Ms. Black that the tablet was dropped.

7. When the Respondent was called at home later that day by Director of
Nursing, Nina Evans, R.N., the Respondent stated that she did give mediation to
Ms. Strickland. The Respondent stated that she was referring to a prescribed
medication and not to the Lorazepam.

8. The Respondent denies that she intentionally administered the
medication to Ms. Strickland without a physician's authorization.

9. The Respondent does admit that she failed to properly control the
patient's actions and that she failed to properly dispose of the tablet. The
Respondent also failed to appropriately document in any manner her actions or the
actions of the patient in question.

10. The Board finds that the conduct described above constitutes a violation
of the following state statutes, IC 25-1-9-4(a)(3), to-wit: a practitioner has
knowingly violated any state statue or rule, federal statute or regulation, regulating
the profession in question, namely: 848 IAC 2-3-3(1), using unsafe judgment,
technical skill, or inappropriate interpersonal behaviors in providing nursing care;

and 848 IAC 2-3-3(6), to-wit: falsifying, omitting, or destroying documentation of

nursing actions on the official patient/client record.
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ORDER

Based upon the above Findings of Fact, the Board issues the following Order:

1. The Respondent's nursing license shall be placed in INDEFINITE

PROBATION. The Respondent may petition for withdrawal of this Order after a

period of (2) years from the date of this Order. While on probation, the
Respondent's nursing license shall be governed by the following TERMS AND

CONDITIONS:

1. The Respondent shall keep the Board informed of her residential address and
telephone number at all times.

2. The Respondent shall keep the Board informed of the name, address and
telephone number of her employer at all times.

3. The Respondent shall complete 20 hours of continuing education classes
during the course of her probationary term. She must submit proof of
completion of these courses to the Board prior to having this probationary
order withdrawn.

4. The Respondent shall cause her employment supervisor to submit quarterly
reports to the Board documenting her competence, attendance and ability to
practice nursing safely. If the Respondent works for a nurse registry, her
direct supervisor at the registry shall submit the quarterly reports.

5. The Respondent shall show a copy of this order to each employer and

potential employer. She shall cause a supervisor for each employer for which
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she works to submit verification to the Board, in writing, that the order was
shown to them.

6. The Respondent shall not be the only licensed nurse on any shift while she is
working in a health care facility. This provision shall not apply to one-to-one

home health care.

‘v
SO ORDERED, this éé day of April, 1995, nunc pro tunc to February 16,

1995.
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