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P.K. HEMMONS, L.P.N., ) ‘ JUN 28 2017

)
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Licensing Agency

FINAL ORDER

Mary Rock, R.N., designated by the Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board™), pursuant
to Ind. Code § 4-21.5-3-9 to act as an administrative law judge (“ALJ”), held an administrative
hearing on February 3, 2017, concerning P.K. Hemmons’ (“Hemmons”) request to withdraw
the probation from her license as a practical nurse.

A copy of the ALJ’s Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 1s
attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein.

Pursuant to Ind. Code § 4-21.5-3-29(c) the Board, at its meeting on March 16, 2017,
voted 6 to 0 to affirm said Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order and

adopt it as a final order in this proceeding.

ISSUED this /\Zﬁ day of June, 2017,

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

By: MWM

Kim Cooper, R.N.
Board President
Indiana State Board of Nursing
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RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

Mary Rock, R.N., designated by the Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board™) pursuant
to Ind. Code § 4-21 .5—3—9 to act as an administrative law judge (“ALJ™) presided at an
administrative hearing on February 3, 2017 in Conference Room 4 of the Indiana Government
Center South, 302 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, concerning P.K. Hemmons’
{Hemmons) request to withdraw the probation from her license as a nurse.

Hemmons appeared in person and waived her right to be represented by counsel. Natalie
Stidd of the Office of the Indiana Attorney General represented the State of Indiana.

The ALIJ, after considering the evidence presented and taking official notice of the file m
this matter issues the following Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order:

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Hemmons, whose mailing address is 6320 Jefferson Avenue, # 2B, Hammond,
Indiana 46324, is a practical nurse with license number 27074271 A.

2. Hemmons received timely and proper notice of the date, time, and location of this
hearing pursuant to Ind. Code § 4-21.5-3-20.

3. The Board is empowered to hold this adninistrative hearing pursuant to the
authority of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9 and Ind. Code ch. 4-21.5-3.

Exhibit
A



4, The Board endorsed Hemmons to licensure on probation in October 2016 for the

following reasons. Between 1991 and 2004, Hemmons accumulated approximately ten criminal
charges, some of which were dismissed. Hemmons admits that she did bounce checks, steal a
credit card from one of her bosses and try to use it, and shoplifted on more than one occasion.
The last of these matters was resolved in 2004 and Hemmons has had no further trouble with the
law. Hemmoné graduated from nursing school in December 2007. Hemmons obtained her
Iilinois license in October 2012, with a reprimand on her record due to her failure to disclose a
prior felony conviction. Hemmons had not yet worked as a nurse. The Board’s Decision on

5. Application for License is attached and incorporated herein as “Exhibit A.”

6. In December 2016 Hemmons requested that the probation be withdrawn from her
license.

7. - At the hearing on withdrawal of probation, Hemmons presented one quarterly
report from her employer, a nursing home in Illinois, which indicated that she had worked
approximately 480 hours. Hemmons presented no other evidence of that she had complied with
the terms of her probation. Hemmons testified that she had not taken the nursing refresher
course with the clinical component. Hemmons also acknowledged in testimony that she did not
have six (6) months of active nursing practice.

8. The ALJ expressed concems regarding public safety if Hemmons were to
practice in Indiana without completing the nursing refresher course with a clinical component.

9. The deficiency that led to the probation on Hemmons® license involved her lack
of current nursing practice and the reprimand on her Illinois license as a practical nurse.
Hemmons’ failure to comply with the Board’s order of probation demonstrates that the

deficiency requiring the probation has not be remedied.



RECOMMENDED CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. “The board may withdraw or modify the probation ... if it finds, after a hearing,
that the deficiency that required disciplinary action has been remedied, or that changed
circumstances warrant a modification of the order.” Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9(b).

2. Hemmons’ failure to comply with the terms of her probation constitutes evidence
that the deficiency requiring the probation has not been remedied, nor have circumstances
changed to warrant a modification of the Board’s ordered probation.

RECOMMENDED ORDER

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the ALJ
recommends that the INDEFINITE PROBATION remain on Hemmons® license as a practical

nurse, and the TERMS AND CONDITIONS of the indefinite probation from the Board’s

October 3, 2016 Decision on Application for License shall remain in effect.

s
SO ORDERED, this "Z‘/ day of February, 2017.

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

Y:W

B
BL,, Mary Rock, RN.

Administrative Law Judge
Indiana State Board of Nursing

[Balance of Page Intentionally Left Blank]



NOTICE OF RIGHT TO OBJECT TO RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND ORDER

Either party may object to the ALJ’s Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of
Law and Order: but any objection must be filed with the Indiana State Board of Nursing,
identifying the basis of the objection with reasonable particularity, no later than eighteen days
from the ISSUANCE of this order unless such date is a Saturday, a Sunday, a legal holiday under
state statute or a day that the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency offices are closed during
regular business hours in which case the deadline would be the first day which is not a Saturday, a
Sunday, a legal holiday under state statute or a day that the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
offices are closed during regular business hours. The ALJ’s Recommended Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law and Order is not the final order of the Indiana State Board of Nursing in this
proceeding. In the absence of any objection, the Indiana State Board of Nursing may affirm the
ALT’s Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order as its final order or will
serve notice of its intention to review any issue related to the ALJ’s Recommended Findings of
Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the “Recommended Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order” has
been duly served upon:

P.X. Hemmons, L.P.N.
6320 Jefferson Ave # 2B
Hammond, IN 46324
Service by U.S. Mail

Natalie Stidd

Attorney General’s Office
302 West Washington Street
IGCS — 5% Floor
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Service by Email

24 ply i lhtyrsto

Date Lisa Chapman, Litigation Specialist

Indiana State Board of Nursing

Indiana Government Center South

402 West Washington St., Room W072
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Phone: 317-234-2043
Fax:317-233-4236

Email: pla2@pla.in.gov

Explanation of Service Methods

Personal Service: by delivering a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) personally.

Service by U.S. Mail: by serving a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) by First Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid.
Service by Email: by sending a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) to the individual’s electronic mail address.



